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T    H   E 

CONNOISSEUR. 

By      Mr.      ST  O    W  N, 
CRITIC    and    CENSOR-GENERAL. 

NUMB.  I.     Thursday,  January  31,   1754. 

Ordine  gentis 

Mores,  et  ftudia,  et  populos,  et  praelia  dicam. 

VIRG. 

Their  Jiudies  and  perfults  in  order  flown, 

"21s  mine  to  mark  the  Manners  of  THE  TOWN. 

^.oooo^cote^.  S  I  have  afiumed  the  chara&er  of 

I  I    CENSOR-GENERAL,  I  fhall  follow 

g    the  example  of  the  old  Roman  Cen- 

^.Moo^eooo^.  for ;  the  firft  part  of  whofe  duty  was 

to  review  the  people,  and  diftribute  them  into 

their  feveral  divifions.   I  (hall  therefore  enter  upon 

VOL.  I.  B  my 
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my  office,  by  taking  a  curfory  furvey  of  what  is 
ufually  called  The  TOWN.  In  this  I  {hall 
not  confine  myfelf  to  the  exact  method  of  a  geo- 
grapher, but  carry  the  reader  fom  one  quarter  to 
another,  as  it  may  fuit  my  convenience,  or  beft 
contribute  to  his  entertainment. 

W  H  E  N  a  comedian,  celebrated  for  his  ex- 
cellence in  the  part  of  Sbylock,  firft  undertook 
that  character,  he  made  daily  vifits  to  the  center 
of  bufmefs,  the  'Change  and  the  adjacent 
coffee-houfes ;  that  by  a  frequent  intercourfe 
and  converfation  with  "  the  unforefkinn'd  race," 
he  might  habituate  himfelf  to  their  air  and  de- 
portment. A  like  defire  of  penetrating  into  the 
mod  fecret  fprings  of  action  in  thefe  people  has 
often  led  Me  there ;  but  I  was  never  more  di- 
verted than  at  Garraway's  a  few  days  before  the 
drawing  of  the  lottery.  I  not  only  could  read 
hope,  fear,  and  all  the  various  paflions  excited  by 
a  love  of  gain,  ftrongly  pictured  in  the  faces  of 
thofe  who  came  to  buy ;  but  I  remarked  with  no 
lefs  delight,  the  many  little  artifices  made  ufe  of 
to  allure  adventurers,  as  well  as  the  vifible  al- 
terations in  the  looks  of  the  fellers,  according  as 
the  demand  for  tickets  gave  occafion  to  raife  or 
lower  their  price.  So  deeply  were  the  counte- 
nances of  thefe  bubble-brokers  imprefied  with 
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an  attention  to  the  main  chance,  and  their 
tninds  feemed  fo  dead  to  all  other  fenfations,  that 
one  might  almoft  doubt,  where  money  is  out  of 
the  cafe,  whether  a  Jew  "  has  eyes,  hands,  or- 
"  gans,  dimenfions,  fenfes,  affections,  pafiions." 

FROM  Garraways  it  is  but  a  fliort  flep  to  a 
gloomy  clafs  of  mortals,  not  lefs  intent  on  gain 
than  the  ftock-jobber :  I  mean  the  difpenfers  of 
life  and  death,  who  flock  together,  like  birds  of 
prey  watching  for  carcafes,  at  Baffin's.  I  never 
enter  this  place,  but  it  ferves  as  a  memento  mon 
to  me.  What  a  formal  alTemblage  of  fable  fuits,' 
and  tremendous  perukes  !  I  have  often  met  here  a 
moft  intimate  acquaintance,  whom  I  have  fcarce 
known  again  ;  a  fprightly  young  fellow,  with 
whom  I  have  fpent  many  a  jolly  hour ;  but  being 
juft  dubbed  a  graduate  in  phyfic,  he  has  gained 
fuch  an  entire  conqueft  over  the  rifible  mufcles, 
that  he  hardly  vouchfafes  at  any  time  to  fmile. 
I  have  heard  him  harrangue,  with  all  the  oracular 
importance  of  a  veteran,  on  the  pofiibility  of 
Canning's  fubfifting  for  a  whole  month  on  a 
few  bits  of  bread ;  and  he  is  now  preparing  a 
treatife,  in  which  will  be  fet  forth  a  new  and 
infallible  method  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the 
plague  from  France  into  England.  Batfens  has 
been  reckoned  the  feat  of  folemn  flupidity :  yet 
62  is 
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is  it  not  totally  devoid  of  tafte  and  common  fenfe. 
They  have  among  them  phyficians,  who  can  cope 
with  the  moft  eminent  lawyers  or  divines ;  and 
critics,  who  can  relifh  the  fal  volatile  of  a  witty 
compofition,  or  determine 'how  much  fire  is  re- 
quifite  tofubfirrurte  a  tragedy  fecundum  artem. 

EMERGING  from  thefe  difmal  regions,  I  am 
glad  to  breathe  the  pure  air  in  St.. Paul's  coffee- 
houfe  :  where  (as  I  profefs  the  higheft  veneration 
for  our  clergy)  I  cannot  contemplate  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  cathedral  without  reflecting  on  the 
abject  condition  of  thofe  "  tatter'd  crapes,"  who 
are  faid  to  ply  here  for  an  occafional  burial  or 
fermon,  with  the  fame  regularity  as  the  happier 
drudges,  who  falute  us  with  the  cry  of  "  coach, 
"  fir,"  or  "  chair  your  honour." 

AND  here  my  publifher  would  not  forgive  me, 
was  I  to  leave  the  neighbourhood  without  taking 
notice  of  the  Chapter  coffee-houfe,  which  is  fre- 
quented by  thofe  encouragers  of  literature,  and 
(as  they  are  ftiled  by  an  eminent  critic)  "  not 
"  the  worft  judges  of  merit,  the  bookfellers." 
The  converfation  here  naturally  turns  upon  the 
neweft  publications ;  but  their  criticifms  are  fome- 
what "Angular.  When  they  fay  a  good  book, 
they  do  not  mean  to  praife  the  ilile  or  fentiment, 

but 
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but  the  quick  and  extenfive  fale  of  it.  That  book 
in  the  phrafe  of  the  CONGER  is  beft,  which  fells 
moft :  and  if  the  demand  for  Quarles  ftiould  be 
greater  than  for  Pope,  he  would  have  the  higheft 
place  on  the  rubric-port.  There  are  alfo  many 
parts  of  every  work  liable  to  their  remarks, 
which  fall  not  within  the  notice  of  lefs  accurate 
obfervers.  A  few  nights  ago  I  faw  one  of  thefe 
gentlemen  take  up  a  fermon,  and  after  feeming 
to  perufe  it  for  fome  time  with  great  attention, 
he  delarod,  "  it  was  very  good  Englifo"  •  The 
reader  will  judge  whether  I  was  moft  furprifed  or 
diverted,  when  I  difcovered,  that  he  was  not 
commending  the  purity  and  elegance  of  the  dic- 
tion, but  the  beauty  of  the  type ;  which,  it  feems, 
is  known  among  the  printers  by  that  appellation. 
We  muft  not,  however,  think  the  members  of 
the  CONGER  ftrangers  to  the  deeper  parts  of 
literature  ;  for  as  carpenters,  fmiths,  mafons,  and 
all  mechanics  fmell  of  the  trade  they  labour  at, 
bookfellers  take  a  peculiar  turn  from  their  con- 
nexions with  books  and  authors.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  bookfeller  is  commonly  formed  on 
the  writers  in  his  fervice.  Thus  one  is  a  poli- 
tician or  a  deift ;  another  affects  humour,  or  aims 
at  turns  of  wit  and  repartee  ;  while  a  third 
perhaps  is  grave,  moral,  and  fententious. 

B  3  THE 
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THE  Temple  is  the  barrier,  that  divides  the 
city  and  fuburbs;  and  the  gentlemen,  vvhorefide 
there,  feem  influenced  by  the  fituation  of  the  place 
they  inhabit.  Templars  are,  in  general,  a  kind 
of  citizen -courtiers.  They  aim  at  the  air  and 
mien  of  the  drawing-room ;  but  the  holiday 
fmartnefs  of  a  prentice,  heightened  with  fome 
additional  touches  of  the  rake  or  coxcomb,  be- 
trays itfelf  in  every  thing  they  do.  The  Temple, 
however,  is  flocked  with  it's  peculiar  beaux,  wits, 
poets,  critics,  and  every  character  in  the  gay 
world  :  And  it  is  a  thoufand  pities,  that  fo  pretty 
a  fociety  fhould  be  difgraced  with  a  few  dull  fel- 
lows, who  can  fubmit  to  puzzle  themfelves  with 
cafes  and  reports,  and  have  not  tafte  enough  to 
follow  the  genteel  method  of  ftudying  the  law. 

I  SHALL  now,  like  a  true  ftudent  of  the  Temple^ 
hurry  from  thence  to  drvent-Garden,  the  acknow- 
ledged region  of  gallantry,  wit,  and  criticifm ; 
and  hope  to  be  excufed  for  not  flopping  at 
George's  in  my  way,  as  the  Bedford  affords  a 
greater  variety  of  nearly  the  fame  characters. 
This  coffee-houfe  is  every  night  crouded  with 
men  of  parts.  Almoft  every  one  you  meet  is  a 
polite  fcholar  and  a  wit.  Jokes  and  bon  mots  are 
echoed  from  box  to  box ;  every  branch  of  litera- 
ture is  critically  examined,  and  the  merit  of 

every 
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every  production  of  the  prefs,  or  performance  at 
the  theatres,  weighed  and  determined.  This 
fchool  (to  which  I  am  myfelf  indebted  for  a  great 
part  of  my  education,  and  in  which,  though 
unworthy,  I  am  now  arrived  at  the  honour  of 
being  a  public  leclurer)  has  bred  up  many  au- 
thors, to  the  amazing  entertainment  and  inftruc- 
tion  of  their  readers.  Button's^  the  grand  arche- 
type of  the  Bedford^  was  frequented  by  Addifon^ 
Steele,  Pope,  and  the  reft  of  that  celebrated  fet, 
who  flouriflied  at  the  beginning  of  this  century  ; 
and  was  regarded  with  juft  deference  on  account 
of  the  real  geniufles  who  frequented  it.  But  we 
can  now  boaft  men  of  fuperior  abilities;  men, 
who  without  any  one  acquired  excellence,  by 
the  mere  dint  of  an  happy  affurance,  can  exa& 
the  fame  tribute  of  veneration,  and  receive  it  as 
due  to  the  illuftrious  characters,  the  fcribblers, 
players,  fiddlers,  gamblers,  that  make  fo  large  a 
part  of  the  company  at  the  Bedford. 

I  SHALL  now  take  leave  of  Cogent-Gar  den  * 
and  defire  the  reader's  company  to  Whites.  Here 
(as  Varibrugb  fays  of  Locket's)  u  he  may  have  a 
"  difh  no  bigger  than  a  faucer,  that  fhall  coft 
"  him  fifty  (hillings."  The  great  people,  who 
frequent  this  place,  do  not  interrupt  their  politer 
amufements,  like  the  wretches  at  Garraway^ 
B  4  with 
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with  bufmefs,  any  farther  than  to  go  down  to 
Wefiminfter  one  feffions  to  vote  for  a  bill,  and  the 
next  to  repeal  it.  Nor  do  they  trouble  themfelves 
with  literary  debates,  as  at  the  Bedford.  Learn- 
ing is  beneath  the  notice  of  a  man  of  quality. 
They  employ  themfelves  more  fafhionably  at  whift 
for  the  trifle  of  a  thoufand  pounds  the  rubber,  'or 
by  making  bets  on  the  lye  of  the  day. 

FROM  this  very  genteel  place  the  reader  muft 
not  be  furprifed,  if  I  fhould  convey  him  to  a 
cellar,  or  a  common  porter- houfe.  For  as  it  is 
jny  province  to  delineate  and  remark  on  man- 
kind in  general,  whoever  becomes  my  difciple 
muft  not  refufe  to  follow  me  from  the  Star  and 
Garter  to  the  Goofe  and  Gridiron^  and  be  content 
to  climb  after  me  up  to  an  author's  garret,  or 
give  me  leave  to  introduce  him  to  a  route.  In 
my  prefent  curfory  view  of  The  TOWN  I  have,  in- 
deed, confined  myfelf  principally  to  coffee- houfes  ; 
though  I  conftantly  vifit  all  places,  that  afford  any 
matter  for  fpeculation.  1  am  a  Scotchman  at 
Forre/Tsy  a  Frenchman  at  Slaughters,  and  at  the 

.Cocoa-Tree  I  am an  ENGLISHMAN.     At  the 

Rolin  Hood  I  am  a  politician,  a  logician,  a  geo- 
metrician, a  phyfician,  a  metaphyfician,  a  ca- 
fuift,  a  moralift,  a  theologift,  a  mythologift,  or 
any  thing  but  an  Atheift.  Wherever  the 

WORLD 
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WORLD  is,  I  am.  You  will  therefore  hear  of 
me  fometimes  at  the  theatres,  fometimes  perhaps 
at  the  opera :  Nor  (hall  I  think  the  exhibitions  of 
Sadler's  WelU^  or  the  Little  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market^  beneath  my  notice ;  but  may  one  day  or 
other  give  a  diflertation  upon  Tumbling^  or  ( if 
they  fhould  again  become  popular)  a  critique  on 
Dogs  and  Monkeys. 

THOUGH  the  Town  is  the  walk  I  (hall  gene- 
rally appear  in,  let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  vice 
and  folly  will  (hoot  up  unnoticed  in  the  country. 
My  coufm  VILLAGE  has  undertaken  that  pro- 
vince, and  will  fend  me  the  fremeft  advices  of 
every  fault  or  foible  that  takes  root  there.  But 
as  it  is  my  chief  ambition  to  pleafe  and  inftrucl: 
the  ladies,  I  (hall  embrace  every  opportunity  of 
devoting  my  labours  to  their  fervice  :  and  I  may 
with  juftice  congratulate  myfelf  upon  the  happi- 
nefs  of  living  in  an  age,  when  the  female  part 
of  the  world  are  fo  ftudious  to  find  employment 
for  a  CENSOR. 

THE  character  of  Mr.  TOWN  is,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  too  well  known  to  need  an  explanation. 
How  far,  and  in  what  fenfe,  I  propofe  to  be  a 
CONNOISSEUR,  the  reader  will  gather  from  my 
general  motto : 

B  5  Non 
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Non  de  villis  domibufve  alienis, 

Nee  male  necneLepos  faltetj  fed  quod  magis  ad  nos 
Pertinet,  et  nefcire  malum  eft,  agitamus. 

HOR, 

JVho  better  knows  to  build^  and  who  to  dancey 
Or  this  from  Italy,  or  that  from  France, 
Our  CONNOISSEUR  will  neer  pretend  to  fcan, 
Bui  point  the  follies  of  mankind  to  man. 
Th1  important  knowledge  of  ourfelves  explain^ 
Which  not  to  know  all  knoivkdge  is  but  vain. 

As  CRITIC  and  CENSOR-GENERAL,  I  fhall 
take  the  liberty  to  animadvert  on  every  thing, 
that  appears  to  me  vicious  or  ridiculous ;  always 
endeavouring  "  to  hold,  as  'twere,  the  mirrour 
"  up  to  Nature,  to  (hew  Virtue  her  own  feature, 
"  (Scorn  her  own  image,  and  the  very  Age  and 
%  body  of  the  Time  his  form  and  prefiure. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  II.     Thurfday>  February  7  ,  1754. 

.—  .  --  CommifTa  quod  audio  vendit 
Stantibus,  oenophorum,  tripodes,  armaria,  ciftas. 

Juv. 


S)  fujly  medals^  marbles  old, 
By  Sloane  collefted)  or  by  Langford  fold. 

I  HAVE  already  received  letters  from  feveral 
Vlrtuofi)  exprefling  their  aftoni&ment  and 
concern  at  my  difappointing  the  warm  hopes 
they  had  conceived  of  my  undertaking  fiom  the 
title  of  my  paper.  They  tell  me,  that  by  de- 
ferting  the  paths  of  Virtu^  I  at  once  neglect  the 
public  intereft  and  my  own  ;  that  by  fupporting 
the  character  of  CONNOISSEUR  in  its  ufual  fenfe, 
I  might  have  obtained  very  confiderable  falaries 
from  the  principal  auction-  rooms,  toy-fhops, 
and  repofitories  j  and  might  befides  very  plaufibly 
have  recommended  myfelf  as  the  propereft  perfon 
in  the  world,  to  be  keeper  of  Sir  Hum  Shane's 
Mufeum. 

I  CANNOT  be  infenfible  of  the  importance  of 

this  capital  bufmefs  of  Tafte,    and  how  much 

reputation  as  well  as  profit  would  accrue  to  my 

B  6  labours, 
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labours,  by  confining -them  to  the  minuteft  re- 
fearches  into  nature  and  art,  and  poring  over  the 
ruft  of  antiquity.  I  very  well  know,  that  the 
difcovery  of  a  new  Zoophyte,  or  fpecies  of  the 
Pcfyp/y  would  be  as  valuable  as  that  of  the  Lon- 
gitude. The  cabinets  of  the  curious  would  fur- 
nifh  out  matter  for  my  efTays,  more  inftru&ing 
than  all  the  learned  lumber  of  a  Vatican.  Of 
what  confequence  would  it  be,  to  point  out  the 
diftinclions  of  originals  from  copies  fo  precifely, 
that  the  paltry  fcratchings  of  a  modern  may  ne- 
ver hereafter  be  palmed  on  a  Connoijfiur  for  the 
labours  of  a  Rembrandt !  I  fhould  command  ap- 
plaufe  from  the  adorers  of  antiquity,  were  I  to 
demonftrate,  that  merit  never  exifted  but  in  the 
fchools  of  the  old  painters,  never  flourifhed  but 
in  the  warm  climate  of  Italy :  And  how  ftiould  I 
rife  in  the  efteem  of  my  countrymen,  by  chaftifing 
the  arrogance  of  an  Englishman  in  prefuming  to 
determine  the  Analyfis  of  Beauty  ! 

AT  other  times  I  might  take  occafion  to  {hew 
my  fagacity  in  conjectures  on  rufly  coins  and 
illegible  marbles.  What  profound  erudition  is 
contained  in  an  half-obliterated  antique  piece  of 
copper!  TRAJ.  IMP.  P.  VII.  C  O  S  S. 
MAX.  ***  TREB.  V.  P.  P.  S.  C. ; 
and  how  mntieiUoug,  moll  courteous  anH  rre£te 
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toorti?gc  testier,  would  the  barbarous  infcription  of 
fome  ancient  monument  appear  to  thee,  and  how 
pleafaunt  to  tfjpne  egne  tontfjeall,  thus  preferved  in 
its  obfolete  fpelling,  and  original  3Blac&  ^arafet ! 
To  this  branch  of  Tafte  I  am  more  particularly 
prefTed  :  A  correfpondent  defires  to  know,  whe- 
ther I  was  of  the  party,  that  lately  took  a  furvey 
of  Palmyra  in  the  Defart  ;  another,  if  I  have  tra- 
verfed  the  Holy  Land,  or  vifited  Mount  Calvary: 
I  fhall  not  fpeak  too  proudly  of  my  travels :  but 
as  my  predeceflbr  the  SPECTATOR  has  recom- 
mended himfelf  by  having  made  a  trip  to  Grand 
Cairo  to  take  meafure  of  a  pyramid,  I  afTure  my 
reader,  that  I  have  climbed  Mount  Vefuvio  in  the 
midft  of  it's  eruptions,  and  dug  fome  time  under- 
ground in  the  ruins  of  Herculaneum. 

I  SHALL  always  be  follicitous  to  procure  the 
cfteem  of  fo  refpeclable  a  body  as  the  Connoiffiurs ; 
fince I cannot  but  be  fenfible,  could  I  any  way  merit 
it  by  my  labours,  how  much  more  important  the 
name  of  Mr.  TOWN  would  appear,  dignified 
with  the  addition  of  F.  R.  S.  or  Member  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquarians.  I  therefoge  take  this  early 
opportunity  of  obliging  the  curious  with  a  letter 
from  a  very  eminent  perfonage,  who,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  is  lately  become  a  CONNOISSEUR,  and  is 
known  to  have  gone  abroad  for  no  other  purpofe, 
than  to  buy  Piflurff*  To 
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To    Mr.    ****    ******f 

DEAR  SIR, 

TH  E  hurry  in  which  I  left  England  muft 
have  convinced  you  how  much  I  was  in 
earneft,  when  I  talked  of  making  a  valuable 
collection  of  pictures.  By  my  frequent  attend- 
ance on  fales,  I  already  know  almoft  as  much  of 
painting,  as  I  do  of  the  funds ;  and  can  talk  as 
learnedly  of  light  and  (hade,  figure,  proportion, 
drapery,  &c.  as  of  the  rife  and  fall  of  ftocks.  I 
have,  however,  been  very  much  embarrafled  in 
getting  together  a  collection,  fuitable  to  the  reli  - 
gion  I  profefs.  The  famous  painters  were  moft 
of  them  fuch  bigots  to  their  own  way  of  think- 
ing, that  they  have  fcarce  left  any  thing  be- 
hind them  but  Holy  Families,  Dead  Chrijls,  and 
Madonas-,  fubjecls,  which  to  me  and  my  tribe 
are  odious  and  abominable.  A  picture,  fmce 
it  has  the  property  of  being  the  language  of 
all  mankind,  mould  never  be  particular  in  it's 
fubject ;  but  we  (hould  paint,  as  the  Englijh  are 
taught  to  pray,  "  for  all  Jews,  Turks,  Infidels 
"  and  Heretics."" 

WHEN  I  have  made  the  tour  of  Italy ^  I  will 
fend  you  a  complete  lift  of  all  my  purchafes  :  in 
the  mean  time,  the  following  fhort  fpecimen  will 

enable 
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enable  you  to  judge  of  my  precautions,  in  felect- 
ing  pieces  fuitable  to  my  character,  and  not  offen- 
five  to  my  principles. 

THE  firft  that  I  bought  was  "  the  Elevation 
"  of  the  GOLDEN  CALF."  This  I  (hall  fet  up  in 
the  Royal  Exchange,  as  a  typical  reprefentation 
of  myfelf,  to  be  worfhipped  by  all  brokers,  in- 
furers,  fcriveners,  and  the  whole  fraternity  of 
flock-jobbers. 

THE  fecond  is  "  the  Triumph  of  GIDEON.'* 
This  I  intended,  if  a  late  project  in  favour  of  our 
brethren  had  not  mifcarried,  fhould  have  been  hung 
up  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  as  a  memorial  of  our 
victory  over  the  Uncircumcifed. 

THE  third  and  fourth  are  "  PETER  denying 
"  his  Mafter,"  and  "  JUDAS  betraying  him  for 
*c  thirty  pieces  of  filver;"  both  which  I  defign 

as  prefents  to  our  two  worthy  friends,  the  B 9 

of and  , 

THE  next  which  I  fhall  mention  to  you,  de- 
ferves  particular  notice ;  and  this  is  "  the  Prophet 
"  of  Nazareth  himfelf,  conjuring  the  Devil  into 
"  an  herd  of  Swine."  From  this  piece,  when 
I  return  to  England^  I  intend  to  have  a  print 

engraved  5 
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engraved;  being  very  proper  to  be  had  in  all 
Jewijh  families,  as  a  neceflary  prefervative  againft 
Pork  and  Chriftianity. 

I  SHALL  not  tire  you  with  a  particular  detail 

of  fome  other  lefler  pieces ;    fuch  as The 

Deluge,  in  water  colours — The  New  Jerufalem, 
in  perfpective — Some  Ruins  of  the  Temple — 
A  Publican  at  the  Receipt  of  Cuftom — and — 
a  SAMPSON  in  miniature. 

BESIDES  thefe,  I  have  employed  an  ingenious 
artift  here  to  execute  a  defign  of  my  own.  It  is 
a  picture  of  FORTUNE,  not  (landing  (as  in  the 
common  ftile)  upon  a  kind  of  cart-wheel,  but  on 
the  two  wheels  of  the  lottery ;  with  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  net  caft  over  the  lefler  engroflers  of 
tickets,  while  a  CHIEF  MANAGER  is  breaking 
his  way  through  the  mefhes. 

I  MUST  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that  I  have 
picked  up  an  infamous  pourtrait,  by  an  Englijb 
hand,  called  SHYLOCK  ;  with  the  following  infcrip- 
tion  under  it,  taken  I  fuppofe  from  the  London 
Evening  Poft,  or  that  impudent  FOOL  the  Ga- 
zetteer :  "  They  have  difgraced  me,  and  hin- 
"  dered  me  half  a  million,  laught  at  my  lofTes, 
."  mockt  at  my  gains,  fcorned  my  nation, 

"  thwarted 
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"  thwarted  my  bargain?,  cooled  my  friends, 
M  heated  mine  enemies;  -  and  what's  the 
*8  reafon  ?  I  am  a  JEW." 

A  s  foon  as  the  parliament  is  diflblved,    you 
may  expe£t  to  fee  me  in  England  ;  till  when 

I  am,  dear  fir,  yours,  &c. 


I  SHALL  here  fubjoin  a  letter  of  a  very  differ- 
ent ftamp  ;  which  points  out  to  me  another  walk 
as  a  CONNOISSEUR,  not  lefs  extenfive  perhaps, 
and  more  agreeable  to  the  modern  tafte,  than 
that  of  Virtu. 

To      Mr.      <T  0  W  N. 

S  I  R, 

ISuppofe  CONNOISSEUR  is  only  another  word 
for  a  KNOWING  ONE.  So  write  me  a  few 
papers  in  defence  of  cards,  dice,  races,  and 
gaming  in  general  ;  and  I  will  admit  you  upon 
the  Square^  introduce  you  at  White  's,  fet  you  upon 
the  Turf,  the  next  meeting  at  Newmarket  ,  and 
make  your  fortune  at  once.  If  you  are  the  man 
I  take  you  for,  you  will  be  wife,  and  do  this  di- 
rectly ;  and  then  the  odds  are  for  you.  If  not, 

I'll 
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I'll  hold  you  an  hundred  pounds  to  a  China 
orange,  that  your  paper  is  neglected  as  low  and 
vulgar,  and  yourfelf  condemned  as  an  unfafhion- 
able  blockhead. 

Tours,  as  you  behave, 

WILL.    HAZARD. 
T. 

NUMB.  III.    Thurfday,  February  1 4,  1754. 

Suave  mari  magno,  turbantibus  sequora  ventis, 
E  terra  magnum  alterius  fpe&are  laborem. 

LUCRET. 

IPhen  raging  winds  the  ruffed  deep  deform^ 
We  look  at  diflance,  and  enjoy  thejlorm  ; 
To/2  on  the  waves  with  pleafure  others  fee, 
Nor  heed  their  dangers,  while  ourf elves  are  free. 

"¥  T  JTE  writers  of  efTays,  or  (as  they  are  termed) 
V  V  periodical  papers,]  uftly  claim  to  ourfelves 
a  place  among  the  modern  improvers  of  literature. 
Neither  Bent  ley  nor  Burman,  nor  any  other  equally 
fagacious  commentator,  has  been  able  to  difcover 
the  leaft  traces  of  any  fimilar  productions  among 
the  ancients:  except  we  can  fuppofe,  that  the 
hiftory  of  Thucidydes  was  retailed  weekly  in  fix- 
penny  numbers  3  that  Seneca  dealt  out  his  morality 

every 


N'.  3-     rhe  CONNOISSEUR.          i$ 

every  faturday  ;  or  that  Tully  wrote  fpeeches  and 
philofophical  difquifitions,  whilft  Virgil  and  Ho- 
race clubbed  together  to  furnifh  the  poetry,  for  a 
Roman  Magazine. 

THERE  is  a  word,  indeed,  by  which  we  are 
fond  of  diftingufhing  our  works,  and  for  which 
we  muft  confefs  ourfelves  indebted  to  the  Lathi. 
Myfelf,  and  every  petty  journalift,  affect  to  dig- 
nify our  hafty  performances  by  filling  them  LU- 
CUBRATIONS ;  by  which  we  mean,  if  we  mean 
any  thing,  that  as  the  day  is  too  fliort  for  our  la- 
bours, we  are  obliged  to  call  in  the  afiiftance  of 
the  night :  not  to  mention  the  modeft  infmuation, 
that  our  compofitions  are  fo  correct,  that  (like 
the  orations  of  Demofthenes)  they  may  be  faid  to 
fmett  of  the  lamp.  We  would  be  underftood  to 
follow  the  directions  of  the  Roman  Satirift  "  to 
<c  grow  pale  by  the  midnight  candle ;"  though 
perhaps,  as  our  own  Satirift  exprefles  it,  we  may 
be  thought 

Slseplefe  ourfelves  to  give  our  readers  Jleep. 

BUT,  as  a  relief  from  the  fatigue  of  fo  many 
reftlefs  hours,  we  have  frequently  gone  to  Jleep  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  :  and  furely  we,  whofe 
labours  are  confined  to  a  (heet  and  half,  may  be 
indulged  in  taking  a  nap  now  and  then,  as  well 
as  thofe  engaged  in  longer  works ;  who  (accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  Horace)  are  to  be  excufed,  if  a  little  drow- 
zinefs  fometimes  creeps  in  upon  them. 

AFTER  this  preface,  the  reader  will  not  be 
furprifed,  if  I  take  the  liberty  to  relate  a  dream  of 
my  own.  It  is  ufual  on  thefe  occafions  to  be 
lulled  to  fleep  by  fome  book ;  and  moft  of  my 
brethren  pay  that  compliment  to  Virgil  or  Shake- 
fpeare :  but  as  I  could  never  difcover  any  opiate 
qualities  in  thofe  authors,  I  chofe  rather  to  doze 
over  fome  modern  performance.  I  muft  beg 
to  be  excufed  from  mentioning  particulars,  as  I 
would  not  provoke  the  refentment  of  my  cotem- 
poraries :  Nobody  will  imagine,  that  I  dipt  into 
any  of  our  modern  novels,  or  took  up  any  of 

our  late  tragedies.' Let  it  fuffice,  that  I  pre- 

fently  fell  faft  afleep. 

I  FOUND  myfelf  tranfported  in  an  inftant  to 
the  fhore  of  an  immenfe  fea,  covered  with  innu- 
merable veflels ;  and  though  many  of  them  fud- 
denly  difappeared  every  minute,  I  faw  others 
continually  launching  forth,  and  perfuing  the 
fame  courfe.  The  feers  of  vifions,  and  dreamers 
of  dreams,  have  their  organs  of  fight  fo  confi- 
derably  improved,  that  they  can  take  in  any  ob- 
ject, however  diftant  or  minute.  It  is  not  there- 
fore to  be  wondered  at,  that  I  could  difcern  every 

thing 
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thing  diftinc~tly,    though   the  waters   before  me 
were  of  the  deepeft  black. 

WHILE  I  flood  contemplating  this  amazing 
fcene,  one  of  thofe  good-natured  GENII,  who 
never  fail  making  their  appearance  to  extri- 
cate dreamers  from  their  difficulties,  rofe  from 
the  fable  ftream,  and  planted  himfelf  at  my 
elbow.  His  complexion  was  of  the  darkeft  hue, 
not  unlike  that  of  the  Damons  of  a  printing- 
houfe;  his  jetty  beard  fhone  like  the  briftles  of  a 
a  blacking-brufh  :  on  his  head  he  wore  a  turbant 
of  imperial  paper ;  and 

There  lung  a  calf-Jkm  on  bis  reverend  limbs. 

which  was  gilt  on  the  back,  and  faced  with 
robings  of  Morocco,  .  lettered  (like  a  rubric-pofl) 
with  the  names  of  the  moft  eminent  authors.  In 
his  left  hand  he  bore  a  printed  fcroll,  which 
from  the  marginal -corrections  I  imagined  to  be  a 
proof-fheet;  and  in  his  right  he  waved  the  quill 
of  a  goofe. 

HE  immediately  accofted  me. "  TOWN, 

**  faid  he,  I  am  the  GENIUS,  who  is  deftined  to 
"  conduct  you  through  thefe  turbulent  waves. 
*'  The  fea  that  you  now  behold  is  the  OCEAN  OF 
"  INK.  Thofe  towers,  at  a  great  diftance, 

"  whofe 


22  The  CONNOISSEUR.  N«,  > 
"  whofe  bafes  are  founded  upon  rocks,  and 
"  whofe  tops  feem  loft  in  the  clouds,  are  fituated 
**  in  the  ISLE  OF  FAME.  Contiguous  to  thefe, 
"  you  may  difcern  by  the  glittering  of  its  golden 
"  fands,  is  the  COAST  OF  GAIN,  which  leads  to 
"  a  fertile  and  rich  Country.  All  the  veflels, 
"  which  are  yonder  failing  with  a  fair  wind  on 
"  the  main  fea,  are  making  towards  one  or  other 
"  of  thefe :  but  you  will  obferve,  that  on  their 
"  firft  fetting  out  they  were  irrefiftibly  drawn 
"  into  the  EDDIES  OF  CEITICISM,  where  they 
"  were  obliged  to  encounter  the  mod  dreadful 
"  tempefts  and  hurricanes.  In  thefe  dangerous 
"  {freights,  you  fee  with  what  violence  every  bark 
<c  is  toft  up  and  down :  fome  go  to  the  bottom 
cc  at  once ;  others,  after  a  faint  ftruggle,  are  beat 
"  to  pieces  ;  many  are  much  damaged ;  while  a 
"  few  by  found  planks  and  tight  rigging  are  ena- 
"  bled  to  weather  the  ftorm." 

At  this  fight  I  ftarted  back  with  horror :  and 
the  remembrance  ftill  dwells  fo  flrong  upon  my 
fancy,  that  I  even  now  imagine  the  torrent  of 
CRITICISM  burfting  in  upon  me,  and  ready  to 
overwhelm  me  in  an  inftant. 

"  CAST  a  look,  refumed  my  inftru&or,  on  that 
"  vaft  lake  divided  into  two  parts,  'which  lead  to 
tc  yonJer  magnificent  ftru&ures,  erected  by  the 

"  Tragic 
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"  Tragic  and  Comic  Mufe.    There  you  may  ob- 
"  ferve  many  trying  to  force  a  paflage  without 
"  chart  or  compafs.     Some  have  been  overfet  by 
"  crouding  too  much  fail,  and  others  have  foun- 
"  dered  by  carrying  too  much  ballaft.    An  *  Ar- 
"  cadian   veflel   (the   mafter  an  Irijhman)  was, 
cc  through  contrary  fqualls,  fcarce  able  to  live 
"  nine  days :  but  you  fee  that  light  Italian  gon- 
"  dola,  f  Gli  Amanti  Gelofi,  fkims  along  plea- 
"  fantly   before   the  wind,   and    out-ftrips  the 
"  painted  frigates  of  her  country,  { Didone  and 
"  Artaferfe.     Obferve  that  triumphant  fquadron, 
"  to  whofe  flag  all  the  others  pay  homage.    Moft 
"  of  them  are  mips  of  the  firft  rate,  and  were 
•  fitted  out  many  years  ago.     Though   fome- 
"  what  irregular  in  their  make,    and  but  little 
<c  conformable  to  the  exact  rules  of  art,    they 
"  will  ever  continue  the  pride  and  glory  of  thefe 
"  feas :    for,    as  it  is  remarked   by  the  prefent 
"  Laureat  in  his  prologue  to  Papal  Tyranny, 

<c  Shakefpeare,  whofe  art  no  play-wrigbt  can  excell^ 
"  Has  launched  us  fleets  of  plays,  aud  built  them  well" 

THE  GENIUS  then  bade  me  turn  my  eye, 
where  the  water  feemed  to  foam  with  perpe- 
tual agitation.  "  That,  faid  he,  is  the  ftrong 

*  Pbiloclea,  a  tragedy  j  founded  on  Sir  Philip  Sydnty't  Arcadia* 
•\  An  admired  £urletta,  J  Operas, 

"  CURRENT 
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"  CURRENT  OF  POLITICS,  often  fatal  to  thofe 
"  who  venture  on  it."  I  could  not  but  take  notice 
of  a  poor  wretch  on  the  oppofite  more,  fattened 
by  the  ears  to  a  terrible  machine.  This,  the 
GENIUS  informed  me,  was  the  memorable  Defoe, 
fet  up  there  as  a  land-mark,  to  prevent  future 
mariners  from  fplitting  on  the  fame  rock. 

To  this  turbulent  profpeft  fucceeded  objects  of 
a  more  placid  nature.  In  a  little  creek,  winding 
through  flowery  meads  and  ihady  groves,  I  de- 
fcried  feveral  gilded  yachts  and  pleafurenboats, 
all  of  them  keeping  due  time  with  their  filver 
oars,  and  gliding  along  the  fmooth,  even,  calm, 
regularly  flowing  RIVULETS  OF  RHYME.  Shep^ 
herds  and  fhepherdefies  played  on  the  banks; 
the  fails  were  gently  fwelled  with  the  foft  breezes 
of  amorous  fighs ;  and  little  Loves  fported  in  the 
filken  cordage. 

My  attention  was  now  called  of?  from  thefe 
pacific  fcenes  to  an  obftinate  engagement  be- 
tween feveral  fhips,  diftinguifhed  from  all  others 
by  bearing  the  Holy  Crofs  for  their  colours. 
Thefe,  the  GENIUS  told  me,  were  employed  in 
the  Holy  War  of  Religious  Controverfy ;  and  he 
pointed  out  to  me  a  few  Corfairs  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Infideh,  fometimes  aiding  one  party,  fome- 
times  fiding  with  the  other,  as  might  bed  con- 
tribute to  the  general  confufion. 
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I  OBSERVED  in  different  parts  of  the  ocean  feve- 
ral  gallies,  which  were  rowed  by  flaves.  "  Thofe, 
«c  faid  the  GENIUS,  are  fitted  out  by  very  oppref- 
"  five  owners,  and  are  all  of  them  bound  to  the 
"  COAST  OF  GAIN.  The  miferable  wretches, 
"  whom  you  fee  chained  to  the  oars,  are  obliged 
"  to  tug  without  the  leaft  refpite ;  and  though 
w  the  voyage  (hould  turn  out  fuccefsful,  they 
"  have  little  or  no  {hare  in  the  profits.  Some  few 
"  you  may  obferve,  who  rather  chufe  to  make  a 
<e  venture  on  their  own  bottoms.  Thefe  work 
"  as  hard  as  the  galley-flaves,  and  are  frequently 
"  caft  away :  but  though  they  are  ever  fo  often 
c<  wrecked,  neceffity  ftill  conft rains  them  to  put 
"  out  to  fea  again. 

—    —    —    —    —    "  reficit  rates 
**  Quaflas,  indocilis  pauperiem  pati." 

HOR, 

Still  mujl  the  wretch  lisjhatterd  bark  reft ; 
Far  who  to  Jlari >e  can  patiently  fubmit  ? 

IT  were  needlefs  to  enumerate  many  other  par- 
ticulars, that  engaged  my  notice.  Among  the 
reft  was  a  large  fleet  of  Annotators,  Dtttch-built9 
which  failed  very  heavy,  were  often  a-ground, 
and  continually  ran  foul  on  each  other.  The 
whole  ocean,  I  alfo  found,  was  infefted  by  pi- 

VOL.  I.  C  rates, 
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rates,  who  ranfacked  every  rich  veflel  that  came 
in  their  way.  Moft  of  thefe  were  endeavouring 
to  make  the  COAST  OF  GAIN  by  hanging  ©ut 
falfe  colours,  or  by  forging  their  paff-ports,  and 
pretending  to  be  freighted  out  by  the  moft  repu- 
table traders. 

MY  eyes  were  at  laft  fixed,  I  know  not  how, 
on  a  fpacious  channel,  running  through  the  midft 
of  a  great  city.  I  felt  fuch  a  fecret  impulfe  at  this 
fight,  that  I  could  not  help  enquiring  particularly 
about  it.  "  The  difcovery  of  that  paflage,  faid 
"  the  GENIUS,  was  firft  made  by  one  Btckerftaf, 
«c  in  the  good  fhip  called  The  TATLER,  and  who 
u  afterwards  embarked  in  The  SPECTATOR  and 
"  GUARDIAN.  Thefe  have  been  followed  fmce 
«  by  a  number  of  little  floops,  fkiffs,  hoys,  and 
<c  cock-boats,  which  have  been  moft  of  them 
"  wrecked  in  the  attempt.  Thither  alfo  rnuft 

"  your  courfe  be  directed," At  this  inftant 

the  GENIUS  fuddenly  matched  me  up  in  his  arms, 
and  plunged  me  headlong  into  the  inky  flood. 
While  1  lay  gafping  and  ftruggling  beneath  the 
waves,  methought  I  heard  a  familiar  voice  calling 
me  by  my  name;  which  awaking  me,  I  with 
pleafure  recollected  the  features  of.the  GENIUS  in 
thofe  of  my  publisher,  who  was  {landing  by  my 
bed-fide,  and  had  called  upon  me  for  copy. 

T  '  NUMB. 
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NUMB.  IV.     Thurfday,  February  2 5,  1754. 
Conjugium  vocat,  hoc  praetexit  nomine  culpam. 

VlRG. 

JPhere  matrimony  veils  ///  incefluous  ///>, 
And  whore  is  Jhelter'd  in  the  name  of  wife. 

IT  is  with  the  utmoft  concern  I  have  heard 
myfelf  within  this  week  paft  accufed  at  feveral 
tea-tables,  of  not  being  a  man  of  my  word.  The 
female  part  of  my  readers  exclaim  againft  me  for 
not  having  as  yet  paid  my  particular  addreffes  to 
the  fair.  "  Who  is  this  Mr.  TOWN  ?  fays  one : 
<c  Where  can  the  creature  live  ?  He  has  faid 
"  nothing  yet  of  the  dear  Burletta  girl."  Ano- 
ther wonders,  that  I  have  not  recommended  to 
the  ladies  Mr.  Hoylis  New  Calculation  of  Chances  ; 
for  underftanding  which,  nothing  more  is  re- 
quired, we  are  told,  than  the  Firft  Principles  of 
Arithmetic ;  that  is,  to  know  how  to  tell  the  pips, 
and  fet  up  one's  game.  But  I  find  the  whole  fex 
in  general  have  expe&ed  from  me  fome  fhrewd 
remarks  upon  the  MARRIAGE-BILL.  To  oblige 
them  in  fome  meafure,  I  fhall  at  prefent  recom- 
mend to  their  notice  the  following  Advertife- 
ment,  which  has  been  fent  me  with  a  requeft  to 
make  it  public. 

C  2  To 
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To  All  whom  it  may  concern^ 

The  Reverend  Mr.  KEITH, 

(Who  has  bad  the  honour  to  perform  before  federal  of 
the  Nobility ,  Gentry -,  and  Others) 

Gives   this   public   NOTICE, 

THAT  he  fhall  continue  at  his  Chapel  in 
May-Fair  no  longer  than  the  prefent  month. 
He  will  then  fet  out  on  his  progrefs  through  the 
principal  Market-Towns,  where  he  will  exhibit 
publickly,  without  lofs  of  time,  any  hour  of  the 
day  or  night.  He  will  perform  to  no  lefs  than 
two  perfons,  and  will  wait  on  any  Gentleman  and 
Lady  privately  at  their  own  houfes. 

***  We  have  no  connexion  with  the  Fleet- 
Parfons,  or  other  Pretenders.  Beware  of  Coun- 
terfeits. Ego  fum  folus. 

I  MAY  perhaps  take  a  future  opportunity  of 
enlarging  on  this  very  important  fubjecl,  the 
MARRIAGE-BILL  5  but  fhall  at  prefent  oblige 
the  ladies  by  celebrating  an  order  of  females  lately 
fprung  up  among  them,  ufually  diftinguifhed  by 
the  denomination  of  DEMI-REPS  j — a  word  not 
to  be  found  in  any  of  our  dictionaries. 

THIS 
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THIS  order,  which  feems  daily  encreafing 
upon  us,  was  firft  inftituted  by  fome  ladies  emi- 
nent for  their  public  fpirit,  with  a  view  of  raifing 
their  half  of  the  fpecies  to  a  level  with  the  other 
in  the  unbounded  licence  of  their  enjoyments. 
By  this  artifice  the  mod  open  violation  of  mo- 
defty  takes  the  name  of  innocent  freedom  and 
gaiety ;  and  as  long  as  the  laft  failing  remains  a 
fecret,  the  lady's  honour  is  fpotlefs  and  untainted. 
In  a  word,  a  DEMI-REP  is  a  lady,  whom  every 
body  thinks,  what  nobody  chufes  to  call  her. 

IT  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  ever)'  lady  of  this 
order  fhould  be  married.  Cuftom  has  given  a 
certain  charm  to  wedlock,  which  changes  the 
colour  of  our  actions,  and  renders  that  behaviour 
not  improper,  which  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy 
would  be  accounted  indecent  and  fcandalous. 
As  to  the  promifes  made  in  marriage  "  to  love, 
"  honour  and  obey,"  cuftom  has  made  them  alfo 
merely  ceremonial,  and  in  facl  as  little  binding 
as  the  wedding-ring,  which  may  "be  put  on  or 
pulled  oft  at  pleafure. 

RELIGIOUS  and  political  writers  have  both  for 
different  reafons  endeavoured  to  encourage   fre- 
quent marriages:  but  this  order,  if  it  mainta. 
its  ground,    will  more  certainly  promote  them. 
C  3  How 


30  The  CONNOISSEUR.  N».4. 
How  inviting  muft  fuch  a  ftate  appear  to  a  wo- 
man of  fpirit  !  An  Englljh  wife  with  all  the  in- 
difcretions  of  a  girl  may  afiume  more  than  the 
privileges  of  a  woman ;  may  trifle  publickly  with 
the  beaus  and  fmarts,  introduce  them  to  her 
toilette,  and  fix  it  as  a  certain  rule  in  all  her  con- 
verfation  and  behaviour,  that  when  once  mar- 
riage has  (in  Lucy's  phrafej  "  made  an  honeft 
"  woman  of  her,"  (he  is  intitled  to  all  the  licence 
of  a  courtefan. 

I  HAVE  lately  feen,  with  a  good  deal  of  com- 
paffion,  a  few  forward  maiden  ladies  inverting 
themfelves  with  the  dignities,  and  incroaching 
on  the  privileges,  of  this  order.  It  may  not  be 
improper  to  caution  them  to  recede  in  time.  As 
their  claim  to  thefe  liberties  is  unwarranted  by 
cuftom,  they  will  not  retain  that  ambiguous  re- 
putation enjoyed  by  the  DEMI-REPS,  whofe 
whole  fyftem  of  conduct  is  founded  on  the  bafis 
of  matrimony.  Every  lady  therefore,  inclined  to 
indulge  herfelf  in  all  thofe  little  innocent  free- 
doms, (hould  confine  herfelf  within  the  pale  of 
matrimony,  to  elude  cenfure;  as  infolvent  deb- 
tors avoid  a  jail,  by  lodging  within  the  verge  of 
the  court. 

A  DEMI- 
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A  DEMiRnp  then  muft  neceffarily  be  mar- 
ried :  Nor  is  it  eafy  for  a  lady  to  maintain  fo 
critical  a  character,  unlefs  (he  is  a  woman  of 
fafhion.  Titles  and  eftates  bear  down  all  weak 
cenfures,  and  filence  fcandal  and  detraction. 
That  good-breeding  too,  fo  inviolably  preferved 
among  perfons  of  condition,  is  of  infinite  fcr- 
vice.  This  produces  that  delightful  infipidity  fo 
remarkable  in  perfons  of  quality,  whofe  conver- 
verfation  flows  with  an  even  tenor,  undifturbed  by 
fentiment,  and  unruffled  by  paflion  :  infomuch 
that  hufbands  and  wives,  brothers,  fifters,  cou- 
fms,  and  in  fhort  the  whole  circle  of  kindred 
and  acquaintance,  can  entertain  the  moft  tho- 
rough contempt  and  even  hatred  for  each  other, 
without  tranfgrefling  the  minuteft  article  of 
good-breeding  and  civility.  But  thofe  females, 
who  want  the  advantages  of  birth  and  fortune, 
muft  be  content  to  wrap  themfelves  up  in  their 
integrity ;  for  the  lower  fort  are  fo  notorioufly 
deficient  in  the  requifites  of  politenefs,  that  they 
would  not  fail  to  throw  out  the  moft  cruel  and 
bitter  invectives  againft  the  pretty  delinquents. 

THE  great  world  will,  I  doubt  not,    return 

me  thanks  for  thus   keeping  the  Canaille  at  a 

diftance,  and  fecuring  to  them  a  quiet  pofTeflion 

of  their  enjoyments.     And  here  I  cannot  but 

C  4  obferve, 
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obferve,  how  refpe&able  an  order  the  DEMI- 
REPS compofe,  of  which  the  lovely  fifterhood 
muft  all  be  married,  and  almoft  all  Right 
Honourable. 

FOR  this  order,  among  many  other  embellifh- 
ments  of  modern  life,  we  are  indebted  to  the 
French.  Such  flippant  gaiety  is  more  agreeable 
to  the  genius  of  that  nation.  There  is  a  native 
bafhfulnefs  inherent  in  my  country-women, 
which  it  is  not  eafy  to  furmount  :  But  our  mo- 
dern fine  ladies,  who  take  as  much  pains  to  polifh 
their  mind  as  to  adorn  their  perfons,  have  got 
over  this  obftacle  with  incredible  facility.  They 
have  fo  fkilfully  grafted  the  French  genius  for 
intrigue  upon  Britijh  beauty  and  liberty,  that 
their  conduit  appears  perfectly  original  :  Though 
we  muft  do  the  French  the  juftice  to  allow,  that 
when  a  lady  of  this  airy  difpofition  vifits  Paris, 
fhe  returns  mod  wonderfully  improved.  Upon 
the  whole,  France  appears  the  propereft  fchool 
to  inftruct  the  ladies  in  the  theory  of  their  con- 
duel: ;  but  England,  and  more  efpecially  London, 
the  moft  commodious  place  to  put  it  in  practice. 
In  this  town,  indeed,  a  lady  ftudious  of  improve- 
ment may  in  a  very  fhort  time  become  a  confider- 
able  proficient,  by  frequenting  the  feveral  aca- 
demies kept  conftantly  open  for  her  profit  and 

inftruclion* 
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inftru6Hon.  The  card- tables  and  mafquerades  in 
particular  have  trained  up  fome  ladies  to  a  furpri- 
fing  eminence,  without  the  leaft  afliftance  from  a 
foreign  education. 

IT  is  obferved,  that  the  difference  between 
the  feveral  fpecies  in  the  fcale  of  beings  is  but 
juft  fufficient  to  preferve  their  diftincStion ;  the 
higheft  of  one  order  approaching  fo  near  to  the 
lowed  of  the  other,  that  the  gradation  is  hard  to 
be  determined  ;  as  the  colours  of  the  rainbow, 
through  an  infinite  variety  of  fhades,  die  away  into 
each  other  imperceptibly.  The  DEMI-REPS  hold 
this  intermediate  ftation,  in  the  characters  of  fe- 
males, between  the  modeft  women  and  the  women 
of  pleafure ;  to  both  which  they  are  in  fome  mea- 
fure  connected,  as  they  ftand  upon  the  utmoft 
verge  of  reputation,  and  totter  on  the  brink  of 
infamy.  It  were  therefore  to  be  wifhed,  that  thefe 
ladies  wore  fome  fymbol  of  their  order,  or  were 
diftinguifhed  by  fome  peculiar  mode  of  drefs.  The 
Romans  affigned  different  habits  to  perfons  of  dif- 
ferent ages  and  ftations ;  and  I  hope,  that  when 
the  buftle  of  the  enfuing  elections  is  over,  the 
new  parliament  will  take  this  matter  into  confide- 
ration,  and  oblige  the  feveral  claffes  of  females  to 
diftinguifh  themfelves  by  fome  external  marks 
and  badges  of  their  principles. 

C  5  TILL 
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TILL  fome  act  of  this  nature  fhall  take  place, 
I  fhall  propofe  a  method,  by  which  every  lady 
may  exactly  learn  in  what  clafs  fhe  may  be 
reckoned.  The  world  muft  know  then,  that 
my  very  good  friend  Mr.  Ayfcougb  has  at  length 
with  infinite  pains  and  ftudy  conftructed  a  ther- 
mometer; upon  which  he  has  delineated,  after 
the  manner  that  the  degrees  of  heat  and  cold  are 
marked  on  the  common  fort,  the  whole  fcale  of 
female  characters,  from  the  moft  inviolable  mo- 
defty  to  the  moft  abandoned  impudence.  It  is  of 
a  commodious  fize  to  wear  at  a  watch :  The  li- 
^uor  within  the  tube  is  a  chymical  mixture,  which 
being  acted  on  by  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
and  animal  fpirits,  will  rife  and  fall  according  to 
the  defires  and  affections  of  the  wearer.  He  will 
very  fhortly  publifti  a  large  affortment  of  them, 
to  be  fold  at  his  mop  on  Ludgate- Hill:  and  1  flat- 
ter myfelf,  there  are  many  women  in  England^  who 
will  be  glad  to  purchafe  fuch  an  effectual  regula- 
lator  of  their  paffions.  Every  lady,  therefore, 
may  avail  herfelf  of  the  inftructions  of  this  pocket- 
monitor  ;  a  monitor,  who  will  give  her  the  moft 
profitable  leflbns,  without  the  ufual  impertinence 
of  advice.  It  will  be  of  equal  efficacy,  if  worn  by 
the  men  :  But  I  expect  my  friend  will  have  but 
little  of  their  cuftom ;  for  as  the  mere  reputa- 
tion of  chaftity  is  the  utmoft  aim  of  a  fine  lady, 

to 
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to  preferve  even  that,  in  a  fine  gentleman,  is 
accounted  mean  and  unmanly. 
O 

NUMB.  V.    Iliurfdayy  February  28,  1754. 


SOPHOCL. 

A  plague  has  felz'd  us,  and  the  tainted  city 
Is  one  wide  peft-houfe  teeming  with  contagion. 

To      Mr.      TOWN. 

S  I  R,       Baton's  Coffec-Houfe,  Feb.  26,  1754. 

I  MUST  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  on  a  moft 
ferious  and  melancholy  fubjecl;;  a  fubjecl, 
which  I  fear  will  be  attended  with  the  moft 
dreadful  confequences  to  the  whole  nation. 
Notwithftanding  the  laft  mail  brought  the  college 
pofitive  aflurances  from  the  French  king's  phyfi- 
cians,  that  the  late  PLAGUE  at  Rouen  was  en- 
tirely ceafed,  I  have  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to  ap- 
prehend, that  the  contagion  is  already  fpread  to 
this  city.  My  own  praftice  daily  furnifhes  me 
with  lamentable  inftances,  that  manifeftly  indi- 
cate a  peftilential  diforder  in  the  blood  and 
humours. 

C  6  I  WAS 
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I  was  firft  induced  to  fufpe£,  that  fome  epi- 
demical diftemper  was  taking  root  among  us, 
from  my  being  called  in  to  a  noble  patient,  who  (as 
the  public  prints  have  informed  you)  has  lately  been 
afflicted  with  a  violent  boil  on  his  back.  From 
this  patient  there  have  ifTued  continually  great 
quantities  of  corruption  of  a  yellow  hue.  His 
complaint  feems  to  be  in  fome  fort  conftitutional, 
as  it  commonly  breaks  out  with  extraordinary  vi- 
rulence every  feven  years;  and  as  this  is  the  crifis, 
we  cannot  pronounce  our  noble  patient  out  of  dan- 
ger, till  he  has  got  over  the  enfuing  fpring.  It 
is  moreover  to  be  feared,  that  the  contagion  has 
likewife  reached  Ireland;  where  we  hear  that  the 
beft  phyficians  are  ufing  the  moft  forcing  medi- 
cines, and  are  of  opinion  that  nothing  can  re- 
lieve the  unhappy  people,  till  they  have  voided  a 
STONE.  A  great  man  there  labours  alfo  under 
the  abovementioned  complaint  of  having  a 
violent  BOYLE  on  bis  back  *, 

I  SHALL  now  proceed  to  give  you  the  hiftory 
of  fome  other  cafes,  which  have  fallen  under  my 
notice,  and  are  to  trie  an  indifputable  proof,  that 
the  PLAGUE  has  got  footing  among  us.  It's  ma- 
lignancy {hews  itfelf  particularly  about  the  court ; 
and  we  are  aflured,  that  fome  parts  of  the  country 

*  Alluding  to  feint  difputw  in  Intend* 

are 
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are  alfo  tainted  with  it.  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  attend  feveral  members  of  parliament,  whofe 
cafes  are  very  defperate.  Some  I  found  in  a  de- 
clining way,  given  over  by  all  their  friends ; 
others  are  fo  weak,,  that  they  can't  (land  alone ; 
and  many  are  fo  reftlefs,  that  they  are  continually 
turning  from  fide  to  fide.  As  I  found  they  had 
great  need  of  fupport,  I  have  advifed  them  to 
drink  plentifully  of  ftrong  liquors,  and  guard 
againft  the  ill  confequences  of  a  Return. 

I  VISITED  the  other  day  a  young  gentleman, 
who  has  lately  been  promoted  to  a  command  in 
the  fquadron  defigned  for  the  Eaft-lndies.  I  found 
him  in  a  moft  languifhing  condition ;  his  fpirits 
were  quite  deprefled ;  he  had  a  violent  palpitation 
of  the  heart ;  and  the  whole  nervous  fyftem  was 
relaxed.  I  would  have  prefcribed  the  well  known 
diet-drink  brought  into  practice  by  the  late  bifhop 
ofCIcyne  ;  but  he  told  me,  every  thing  went  againft 
his  ftomach,  that  favoured  of  TAR.  However, 
I  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to  fubmit  to  a  long 
courfe  of  fea  water.  I  have  obferved  the  fame 
prognoftics  in  fome  of  our  land  officers ;  to  whom 
I  have  recommended  the  frequent  ufe  of  exercife, 
together  with  a  courfe  of  fteel,  and  a  powder 
coropofed  of  nitre  and  fulphur, 

A  FRIEND 
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A  FRIEND  of  mine,  one  of  the  common* 
council  men  of  this  city,  is  infe&ed  to  a  ftrong 
degree  with  the  prefent  peftilence.  His  chief 
complaint  is  a  canine  appetite  $  and  his  wife  af- 
fures  me,  fhe  has  often  felt  the  wolf  in  his 
belly.  The  feat  of  this  diftemper  is  originally 
in  the  palate,  and  difcovers  itfelf  by  a  watering 
of  the  mouth  from  the  falival  glands,  and  a 
grinding  of  the  teeth  as  in  the  action  of  maftica- 
tion.  This  diforder  being  very  common  in  the 
city,  and  likely  to  fpread  among  the  livery,  I 
have  dire&ed  him  to  perform  ghiarentine  for  forty 
days,  by  abftaining  from  flefh  during  the  pre- 
fent Lent. 

I  KNOW  another,  a  very  worthy  alderman, 
who  now  lies  in  a  moft  deplorable  condition. 
He  is  fwelled  to  a  moft  enormous  fize ;  his  whole 
face,  and  particularly  his  nofe,  is  crufted  over 
with  fiery  puftules  of  the  confluent  kind.  He  is 
afflicted  with  an  infatiable  thirfr,  and  is  very 
fubject  to  falling  fits.  I  was  fent  for  laft  night, 
when  one  of  thefe  fits  had  juft  feized  him.  He 
lay  to  all  appearance  dead  on  the  floor,  wallow- 
ing in  the  midft  of  a  fetid  mafs,  partly  folid, 
partly  fluid,  which  had  ifiued  from  his  mouth 
and  noftrils  with  repeated  eructations.  I  would 
immediately  have  adminiflered  to  him  a  proper 

dofe 
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dofe  of  Aq.  Font,  tepefaft.  but  on  offering  him  the 
draught,  he  (hewed  the  ftrongeft  fymptoms  of  a 
confirmed  Hydrophobia. 

I  WENT  out  of  charity  to  fee  a  poor  tragic 
author,  (no  reflection  upon  any  of  the  profeflion, 
Mr.  TOWN)  who  has  been  obliged  to  keep  his 
room  all  the  winter,  and  is  dying  by  inches  of  an 
inveterate  Atrophy.  By  his  extravagant  ravings, 
fudden  ftarts,  incoherent  expreffions,  and  paf- 
fionate  exclamations,  I  judged  his  diforder  to  be 
feated  in  the  brain,  and  therefore  directed  his 
head  to  be  bliftered  all  over.  I  cured  another, 
a  comic  author,  of  a  lethargy,  by  making  a  re- 
vulfion  of  the  bad  humour  from  the  part  affected 
with  ftimulating  cathartics.  A  fhort  fquabby 
gentleman  of  a  grofs  and  corpulent  make  was 
feizcd  with  a  kind  of  St.  Fttus's  Dance,  as  he 
was  praclifmg  Harlequin  for  the  mafquerade : 
His  whole  body  v/as  convulfed  with  the  moil 
violent  writhings  and  irregular  twitches  ;  but  I 
prefently  removed  his  complaint  by  applying 
blifters  to  the  foles  of  his  feet. 

THE  PLAGUE,  as  I  obferved  before,  puts  on 
different  appearances  in  different  fubjects.  A 
perfon  of  quality,  one  of  the  club  at  Whites^ 
was  fcized  with  the  epidemical  phrenfy  raging 

there, 
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there,  which  propagates  itfelf  by  certain  black 
and  red  fpots.  He  had  fuffered  fo  much  lofs  by 
continual  evacuations,  that  his  whole  fubftance 
was  wafted  ;  and  when  I  (aw  him  he  was  fo  re- 
duced, that  there  were  no  hopes  of  a  recovery. 
Another  nobleman  caught  the  infection  at  New- 
market^  which  brought  upon  him  fuch  a  running^ 
that  he  is  now  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  galloping  con- 
fumption.  *A  reverend  divine,  lately  made  a  dig- 
nitary of  the  church,  has  unhappily  loft  his  me- 
mory ;  and  is  fo  blind  withal,  that  he  hardly 
knows  any  of  his  old  acquaintance :  The  muf- 
cles  of  his  face  are  all  contracted  into  an  auftere 
frown,  his  knees  are  ftiff  and  inflexible,  and  he 
is  unable,  poor  gentleman  !  to  bend  his  body, 
or  move  his  hand  to  his  head.  I  have  obferved 
others  feized  at  times  with  a  ftrange  kind  of 
deafnefs;  and  at  certain  intervals,  I  have  found 
them  fo  prodigioufly  hard  of  hearing,  that  though 
a  tradefman  has  bawled  ever  fo  loudly  in  their 
ears,  it  has  had  no  effect  upon  them. 

BY  what  means  this  PLAGUE  has  been  intro- 
duced among  us,  cannot  eafily  be  afcertained ;— — 
whether  it  was  imported  in  the  fame  band-box 
with  the  laft  new  head,  or  was  fecretly  conveyed 
in  the  plaits  of  an  embroidered  fuit :  —  But  that 
it  came  over  hither  from  France^  plainly  appears 

from 
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from  the  manner  in  which  it  affects  our  people  of 
fafhion,  (efpecially  the  ladies,)  who  bear  about 
them  the  mod  evident  marks  of  the  French  Dif* 
eafe.  This  is  known  to  affect  the  whole  habit  of 
body,  and  extends  its  influence  from  head  to 
foot.  But  it's  ftrongeft  attacks  are  levelled  at  the 
face ;  and  it  has  fuch  an  effect  upon  the  com- 
plexion, that  it  entirely  changes  the  natural  co- 
lour of  the  fkin.  At  Paris,  the  face  of  every 
lady  you  meet  is  befmeared  with  unguent,  cerufs, 
and  plaifter;  and  I  have  lately  remarked  with 
infinite  concern  the  native  charms  of  my  pretty 
country-women  deftroyed  by  the  fame  caufe.  In 
.this  cafe  I  have  always  propofed  calling  in  the 
afliftance  of  a  furgeon  to  pare  off  this  unnatural 
Epidermis  or  fcarf-fkin,  occafioned  by  the  igno- 
rance of  Empirics  in  the  immoderate  application 
of  Alteratives. 

FROM  what  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from 
obfervations  on  my  female  patients,  I  have  found 
little  variation  in  the  effects  of  the  PLAGUE  on 
that  fex.  Moft  of  them  complain  of  a  latitude, 
a  liftlefnefs,  an  uneafmefs,  pains  they  don't  know 
where,  vapours,  hyfterics,  want  of  reft,  want  of 
fpirits,  and  lofs  of  appetite  :  Confequently  the 
fame  regimen  may  ferve  for  all.  I  advife  them 
to  ufe  a  great  deal  of  exercife  in  driving  about  the 

town. 
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town,  to  dilute  properly  with  tea,  to  perfpire 
freely  at  public  places,  and  in  their  feafons  to  go 
to  Bothy  Tunbrldge^  Cheltenhajn,  or  Scarborough. 

I  WAS  indeed  furprized  with  an  extraordinary 
new  cafe  the  other  night,  when  I  was  called  out 
of  bed  to  attend  a  maid  of  honour,  who  is  fre- 
quently afflicted  with  fits  of  the  mother.  Her  ab- 
domen, I  found,  upon  examination,  to  be  preter- 
naturally  diftended  :  The  tumour  has  been  gra- 
dually increafmg ;  but  I  would  not  attempt  to 
difcufs  it,  as  it  was  not  yet  arrived  to  maturity. 
I  intend  foon  to  remove  her  into  the  country  for 
a  month,  in  order  to  deliver  her  from  the  com- 
plaint (he  labours  under. 

J  HAVE  been  induced,  Sir,  to  write  to  you  on 
this  occafion,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  take  this  city 
under  your  immediate  care.  So  alarming  an 
evil  calls  upon  us  all  to  oppofe  it's  progrefs  :  For 
my  own  part,  nothing  (hall  deter  me  from  a  di- 
ligent difcharge  of  the  duty  of  my  profeflion  ; 
though  it  has  already  expofed  me  to  the  greateft 
dangers  in  the  execution  of  it.  An  old  captain 
of  a  man  of  war,  who  is  grievoufly  troubled  with 
choler  and  overflowing  of  the  gall,  on  my 
only  hinting  a  clyfter  (wore  vehemently  that  I 
fhould  take  one  myfelf>  and  applying  his  foot  di- 

reftly 
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redly  to  my  fundament  kicked  me  down  flairs. 
This  very  morning  I  efcaped  almoft  by  miracle 
from  the  contagion  which  raged  in  the  moft 
violent  degree  through  a  whole  family.  The 
matter  and  miftrefs  were  both  of  them  in  a  very 
high  fever,  and  quite  frantic  and  delirious  : 
Their  tongues  were  prodigioufly  inflamed,  with 
the  tip  very  (harp,  and  perpetually  vibrating 
without  the  leaft  intermiflion.  I  would  have 
prefcribed  fome  cooling  and  lenitive  medicines; 
but  the  hufband  in  the  heighth  of  his  phrenfy  flung 
my  tye-wig  into  the  fire,  and  his  wife  fluiced  me 
with  extravafated  urine.  As  I  retired  with  pre- 
cipitation, I  heard  the  fame  wild  ravings  from 
the  nurfery,  the  kitchen,  and  every  other  quar- 
ter, which  convinced  me  that  the  peftilence  had 
feized  the  whole  houfe.  I  ran  out  of  doors  as  faft 
as  pofiible,  refleaing  with  Terence,  "  If  Health 
"  herfelf  would  fave  this  family,  fhe  could  not." 

— Ipfa  fi  cupiat  Salus, 

Servare  prorsus  non  poteft  hanc  familiam. 

UPON  the  whole,  I  may  conclude  with  the 
aphorifm  of  Hippocrates ;  "  that  no  people  can 
"  poflibly  be  afflicted  with  fo  many  and  fo  terri- 
"  ble  diforders,  unlefs  the  PLAGUE  is  among 
«  them." 

W  I  am,  fir,  yours,  &c.  B.  G. 
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•— Quid  aiat  formetque  poetam. 

HOR. 

PraRice  alone  mujl  form  the  writer's  head, 
And  etfry  author  to  tbt  trade  be  bred. 

I  REMEMBER  to  have  feen,  in  fome  old  Italian 
poet,  a  fable  called  "  The  Education  of  the 
"  Mufes."  Apollo  is  there  faid  to  have  taken 
them  at  their  birth  under  his  immediate  care,  and 
as  they  grew  up,  to  have  inftrudled  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  different  capacities,  in  the  feveral 
branches  of  playing  and  finging.  Thalia,  we  are 
told,  was  of  a  lively  turn,  and  took  delight  in 
the  moft  comic  airs ;  but  was  at  firft  with  diffi- 
culty reftrained  from  falling  into  ridiculous  drol- 
leries, and  what  our  author  calls  extravaganzas 
in  her  manner.  Melpomene,  who  was  of  a  ferious 
and  grave  difpofition,  indulged  herfelf  in  (trains 
of  melancholy  5  but  when  fhe  aimed  at  the  moft 
pathetic  ftrokes,  was  often  harfh,  or  run  into 
wild  divifions.  Clio,  and  the  reft  of  the  Nine, 
had  not  yet  learned  to  temper  their  voices  with 
fweetnefs  and  variety  j  nor  could  they  tell  how 

to 
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to  regulate  the  ftops  'of  their  flutes,  or  touch  the 
firings  of  their  lyres,  with  judgment  and  grace. 
However,  by  much  practice,  they  improved  gra- 
dually under  the  inftru&ions  of  Apollo ',  till  at  laft 
they  were  able  to  exert  all  the  powers  of  mufic  : 
And  they  now  form  a  complete  concert,  which 
fills  all  Parnaffus  with  the  moft  enchanting 
harmony. 

THE  moral  to  be  drawn  from  this  little  fable 
is  naturally  applied  to  thofe  fervants  of  the  Mufes, 
Authors ;  who  muft  neceflarily  rife,  by  the  fame 
flow  degrees,  from  their  firft  lame  attempts  in 
cultivating  the  arts  of  dpollo.  The  beft  of  them, 
without  doubt,  went  through  many  more  ftage* 
of  writing,  than  appears  from  the  palpable  gra- 
dations ftill  remaining  in  their  works.  But  as  it 
is  impoffible  to  trace  them  from  their  firft  fetting 
out,  I  (hall  here  prefent  the  reader  with  the  fum 
of  my  own  experience,  and  illufrrate,  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  TOWN,  the  progrefs  of  an  Author. 

RIGHT  or  wrong,  I  have  ever  been  addicted 
to  fcribbling.  I  was  famous  at  fchool  for  my 
readinefs  at  crambo  and  capping  verfes :  I  often 
made  themes  for  other  boys,  and  fold  my  cop$"~ 
for  a  tart  or  a  cuftard  :  At  nine  years  old  I  was 
taken  notice  of  for  an  EngKJb  diftich  5  and  after- 
wards 
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wards  immortalized  myfelf  by  an  holiday's  talk 
in  the  fame  language,  which  my  matter,  who 
was  himfelf  a  poet,  pronounced  to  be  fcarce 
inferior  to  his  favourite  Blackmore.  Thefe  were 
followed  by  a  multitude  of  little  pieces ;  which, 
like  other  fruits  that  come  before  their  feafon, 
had  nothing  to  recommend  them  but  their  early 
appearance. 

FILLED,  however,  with  great  conceptions  of 
my  genius  and  importance,  I  could  not  but  la- 
ment, that  fuch  extraordinary  parts  fhould  be 
confined  within  the  narrow  circle  of  my  relations 
and  acquaintance.  Therefore,  in  order  to  oblige 
and  amaze  the  public,  I  foon  became  a  very 
large  contributor  to  the  monthly  magazines.  But 
I  had  the  unfpeakable  mortification  to  fee  my  fa- 
vours, fometimes  not  inferted,  fometimes  poft- 
poned,  often  much  altered,  and  you  may  be  fure 
always  for  the  worfe.  On  all  thefe  occafions,  I 
never  failed  to  condemn  the  arrogance  and  folly 
of  the  compilers  of  thefe  mifcellanies ;  wonder- 
ing how  they  could  fo  grofsly  miftake  their  own 

intereft,  and  negledt  the  entertainment  of  their 

readers. 
••*•* 

IN  the  mean  time  a  maiden  aunt,  with  whom 

|  lived,  a  very  pious  old  lady,  turned  Methodift, 

and 
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and  often  took  me  with  her  to  the  Tabernacle, 
the  Foundery,  and  many  private  meetings.  This 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  my  mind,  that  I 
devoted  myfelf  entirely  to  facred  fubje&s,  and 
wrote  feveral  hymns,  which  were  received  with 
infinite  applaufe  by  all  the  good  women,  who  vi- 
fited  my  aunt;  and  (the  fervants  being  alfo  Me- 
thodifts)  they  were  often  fung  by  the  whole  fa- 
mily in  the  kitchen.  I  might  perhaps  in  time 
have  rivalled  Wejky  in  thefe  divine  compofitions, 
and  had  even  begun  an  entire  new  veriion  of  the 
Pfalms ;  when  my  aunt,  changing  her  religion  a 
fecond  time,  became  a  Moravian.  But  the  hymns 
ufually  fung  by  the  United  Brethren  contain  fenti- 
ments  fo  fublime  and  fo  incomprehenfible,  that 
notwithstanding  my  late  fuccefs  in  that  kind  of 
poetry,  and  the  great  opinion  I  entertained  of 
my  own  talents,  I  durft  not  venture  on  their  ftile 
and  manner. 

As  love  and  poetry  mutually  produce  each 
other,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  before  I  was  feven- 
teen  I  had  fmgled  out  my  particular  Sacharifla. 
This,  you  may  fuppofe,  gave  birth  to  innume- 
rable fongs,  elegies,  and  acroftics.  In  the  fpace 
of  two  years  I  had  written  more  love-verfes  than 
Waller  or  any  other  poet ;  when,  juft  as  I  ima- 
gined I  had  rhymed  myfelf  into  her  good  graces, 

I  had 
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I  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  my  miftrefs 
was  married  to  a  cornet  of  horfe,  a  fellow,  who 
I  am  fare  never  wrote  a  line  in  his  life.  This 
threw  me  into  fuch  a  vioient  rage  againft  the 
whole  fex,  that  I  immediately  burnt  every  fy liable 
I  had  written  in  her  praife,  and  in  bitternefs  of 
foul  tranilated  the  fixth  fatire  of  JieuenaL 

So oK  after  this  the  fon  and  heir  of  Lord 
Townley^  to  whom  I  have  the  honour  of  being  a 
diftant  relation,  was  engaged  in  a  treaty  of  mar- 
riage with  a  rich  heirefs.  I  fat  down  immediately 
with  great  compofure  to  write  an  Epithalamium 
on  this  occafion.  I  trimmed  Hymen's  torch,  and 
invited  the  Loves  and  Graces  to  the  wedding : 
Concord  was  prepared  to  join  their  hands,  and 
Juno  to  blefs  them  with  a  numerous  race  of  chil- 
dren. After  all  thefe  pains,  when  every  thing 
was  ready  for  the  wedding,  and  the  laft  hand  put 
to  the  Epithalamium,  the  match  was  fuddenly 
broke  off,  and  my  poem  of  courfe  rendered  ufe- 
lefs.  I  was  more  uneafy  under  this  difappoint- 
ment,  than  any  of  the  parties  could  poflibly  be ; 
till  I  was  informed  of  the  fudden  marriage  of  a 
noble  lord  with  a  celebrated  beauty.  On  this  po- 
pular occafion,  promifing  myfelf  univerfal  ap- 
plaufe,  I  immediately  publifhed  my  Epithala- 
mium i  which,  like  Bayes's  Prologue,  was 

artfully 
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artfully  contrived  to  fcrve  one  purpofe  as  well 
as  another. 

As  my  notions  had  been  hitherto  confined 
within  a  narrow  fphere  of  life,  my  literary  per- 
fuits  were  confequently  lefs  important,  till  I  had 
the  opportunity  of  enlarging  my  ideas  by  going 
abroad.  My  travels,  of  which  I  have  before 
hinted  fomething  to  the  reader,  opened  to  me  a 
new  and  extenfive  field  for  observation.  I  will 
not  prefume  to  boaft,  that  I  received  any  part 
of  my  education  at  Geneva,  or  any  of  thofe  cele- 
brated foreign  Univerfities,  in  which  alone  an 
ENGLISHMAN  can  be  grounded  in  the  principles 
of  religion  and  liberty :  But  I  may  fay  without 
vanity,  that  I  gleaned  fome  ufeful  knowledge 
from  every  place  I  vifited.  My  propenfity  to 
writing  followed  me  wherever  I  went  j  and 
were  I  to  meet  with  encouragement  by  a  large 
fubfcription,  I  could  publifh  feveral  volumes  of 
curious  remarks,  which  I  made  in  my  tour.  I 
had,  indeed,  like  to  have  got  into  fome  unlucky 
fcrapes,  by  turning  author  in  places,  where  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  was  never  fo  much  as  heard  of. 
At  Paris  I  narrowly  efcaped  being  put  into  the 
Baft  He  for  a  little  Cbanfon  a  loire,  reflecting  on 
the  Miftrefs  of  the  Grand  Monarque ;  and  I  was 
obliged  to  quit  Rome  a  week  fooner  than  I  in- 
VOL.  I.  D  tended, 
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tended,  for  fixing  on  Pafquin  a  Prayer  for  the 
Pope's  Toe,  which  was  then  laid  up  with 
the  gout. 

IT  was  not  till  my  return  from  abroad,  that 
I  formally  commenced  a  profefTed  critic,  for 
which  I  now  thought  myfelf  thoroughly  qualified. 
I  could  draw  parallels  between  Marfeilles  and 
DenoyeT)  compare  the  behaviour  of  the  French 
parterre  with  the  Englijb  pit  ;  and  have  lately 
made  a  figure  by  affe&ing  an  indifference  about 
the  prefent  Burlettas,  as  I  took  care  to  let  every 
body  know,  that  I  had  often  feen  them  in  Flan- 
ders, My  knowledge  in  theatrical  affairs  natu- 
rally led  me  to  write  a  great  number  of  occa- 
fional  pamphlets  on  thofe  topics ;  fuch  as  "  Exa- 
"  mens  of  New  Plays,  Letters  to  the  Mana- 
"  gers,  &c."  Not  content  with  this,  I  had  a 
Strong  inclination  to  fhine  in  the  drama.  I  often 
pleafed  myfelf  with  computing — "  three  benefit 
"  nights — let  me  fee — fix  hundred  pounds  at 
"  leaft — an  hundred  more  for  the  copy — befides 
"  a  perpetual  freedom  of  the  houfe." — Thefe 
were  temptations  not  to  be  refifted.  I  fat  down 
therefore  to  a  tragedy ;  but,  before  I  got  through 
the  firft  act,  defpairing  to  make  it  fufficiently  pa- 
thetic  for  the  modern  tafte,  I  changed  my  fcheme, 
and  began  a  comedy ;  then  again  reflecting, 

that 
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that  moft  of  our  comedies  were  in  reality  nothing 
but  over-grown  farces,  contented  myfelf  with 
writing,  what  authors  are  now  pleafed  to  call 
a  comedy  of  two  a&s.  This  I  finifhed  with  a 
great  deal  of  pains,  and  very  much  to  my  own 
fatisfacHon  :  but  not  being  able  to  get  it  on  the 
ftage,  as  one  houfe  was  entirely  taken  up  with 
pantomimes,  and  the  manager  of  the  other  had 
fo  many  farces  of  his  own,  I  generoufiy  made  a 
prefent  of  it  to  an  a&or  for  his  benefit ; — when 
to  my  great  furprize  it  was  damned. 

I  HAVE  at  laft  refolved  to  bend  all  my  atten- 
tion, and  dedicate  all  my  powers,  to  the  carrying 
on  this  my  prefent  elaborate  undertaking.  I  am 
forry  to  own,  that  the  fuccefs  has  not  at  all  an- 
fwered  my  expectations :  I  flattered  myfelf  with 
being  univerfally  known,  read,  and  admired  ; 
but  I  find  quite  the  contrary.  I  went  into  a 
cofTee-houfe  the  other  day  by  Wbite-cbapel 
Mount^  where  on  afking  for  the  CONNOISSEUR 
the  woman  flared  at  me,  and  faid  {he  did  not 
know  what  I  meant.  I  dined  laft  week  at  a  fo- 
reign ambaflador's  ;  and  not  a  word  about  me  or 
my  works  pafled  at  table.  I  wrote  to  a  relation 
at  Carmarthen,  defiring  to  know  what  reputation 
my  paper  has  in  Wales ;  but  he  tells  me,  that 
nothing  in  the  literary  way  comes  'down  there 
t>  2  but 
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but  the  Kings  Speech  and  the  London  Evening  Poft. 
I  have  enquired  into  the  fale  of  my  firft  number, 
my  fecond,  my  third,  my  fourth,  and  the  laft  : 
yet  I  cannot  allure  my  readers,  that  I  have  fold 
three  thoufand  of  any  one  of  them.  In  fhort,  I 
give  this  public  notice  once  for  all,  that  if  I  do 
not  find  myfelf  taken  in  all  over  England^  by  the 
time  I  have  publifhed  two  or  three  hundred  papers, 
— let  them  look  to  it — let  them  look  to  it — I'll 
bid  adieu  to  my  ungrateful  country,  go  directly 
to  Berlin^  and  (as  Voltaire  is  difcarded)  employ  my 
pen  in  the  fervice  of  that  encourager  of  literary 
merit,  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

O 


*%*  As  feveral  correfpondents,  fince  the  firft 
publication  of  this  number,  have  defired  to  know, 
from  what  Italian  author  the  Fable  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  paper  is  borrowed  :  We  think  it 
necefiary  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  fidtion  is 
entirely  our  own. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  VII.    Thurfday,  March  14,   1754. 

Paenitet  hofpitii,  cum  me  fpe&ante  lacertos 

Imponit  collo  rufticus  ille  tuo. 
Ofcula  cum  verb  coram  non  dura  daretis, 

Ante  oculos  pofui  pocula  fumpta  meos. 

OVID. 

I  loath* d  the  dinner ',  while  before  my  face 
The  clown  fill  paufd  you  with  a  rude  embrace  : 
But  when  ye  toyd  and  kifs'd  without  controul, 
I  turn* d)  and  Jkreen'd  my  eyes  behind  the  bowl* 

To    Mr.    T  0   IV  N. 

S  I  R, 

1  SHALL  make  no  apology  for  recommending 
to  your  notice,  as  CENSOR-GENERAL,  a 
fault  that  is  too  common  among  married  people ; 
I  mean  the  abfurd  trick  of  Fondling  before 
Company.  Love  is,  indeed,  a  very  rare  ingre- 
dient in  modern  wedlock ;  nor  can  the  parties 
entertain  too  much  affe&ion  for  each  other  :  but 
an  open  difplay  of  it  on  all  occafions  renders 
them  ridiculous. 

D  3  A  FEW 
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A  FEW  days  ago  I  was  introduced  to  a  young 
couple,  who  were  but  lately  married,  and  are 
reckoned  by  all  their  acquaintance  to  be  exceed- 
ing happy  in  each  other.  I  had  fcarce  faluted 
the  bride,  when  the  hufband  caught  her  eagerly 
in  his  arms,  and  almoft  devoured  her  with  kifles. 
When  we  were  feated,  they  took  care  to  place 
themfelves  clofe  to  each  other;  and  during  our 
converfation  he  was  conftantly  piddling  with  her 
fingers,  tapping  her  cheek,  or  playing  with  her 
hair.  At  dinner,  they  were  mutually  employed 
in  preffing  each  other  to  tafle  of  every  di{h  ;  and 
the  fond  appellations  of  "  my  dear,  my  love," 
&c.  were  continually  bandied  acrofs  the  table. 
Soon  after  the  cloth  was  removed,  the  lady  made 
a  motion  to  retire;  but  the  hufband  prevented 
the  compliments  of  the  reft  of  the  company  by 
faying,  "  We  fhould  be  unhappy  without  her." 
As  the  bottle  went  round,  he  joined  her  health 
to  every  toaft  ;  and  could  not  help  now  and  then 
rifing  from  his  chair  to  prefs  her  hand,  and  ma- 
nifeft  the  warmth  of  his  paffion  by  the  ardour 
of  his  carefles.  This  precious  fooling,  though 
it  highly  entertained  them,  gave  me  great  dif- 
guft :  therefore,  as  my  company  might  very 
well  be  /pared,  I  took  my  leave  as  foon  as 
poffible. 

NOTHING 
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NOTHING  is  more  common  than  to  fee  a  new- 
married  couple,  fetting  out  with  a  fplendour  in 
their  equipage,  furniture,  and  manner  of  living, 
which  they  have  been  afterwards  obliged  to  re- 
trench. Thus  it  happens,  when  they  have  made 
themfelves  remarkable  by  a  {hew  of  exceflive 
love.  They  begin  with  great  eclat^  are  lavifli 
of  their  fondnefs  at  firft,  but  their  whole  ftock  is 
foon  wafted  ;  and  their  poverty  is  the  more  in- 
fupportable,  as  their  former  profufion  has  made 
it  more  confpicuous.  1  have  remarked  the  ill 
confequence  of  this  indifcretion  in  both  cafes  : 
One  couple  has  at  laft  had  feparate  beds,  while 
the  other  have  been  carried  to  the  opera  in 
hackney  chairs. 

Two  people,  who  are  to  pafs  their  whole 
lives  together,  may  furely  find  time  enough  for 
dalliance  without  playing  over  their  pretty  tricks 
in  public.  How  ridiculous  would  it  appear,  if  in 
a  large  aflembly  every  one  fhould  felecl:  his  mate, 
and  the  whole  company  fhould  fall  into  couples, 
like  the  birds  on  Valentine 's  day  !  And  it  is  furely 
no  lefs  abfurd,  to  fee  a  man  and  his  wife  eternally 
trifling  and  toying  together, 

Still  amorous ',  and  fond^  and  billing^ 
Like  Philip  and  Mary  on  a  Jhilling* 

HUDIBRAS. 

D4 
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I  HAVE  often  been  reduced  to  a  kind  of  auk- 
ward  diftrefs  on  thefe  occafions ;  not  knowing 
which  way  to  look,  or  what  to  fay.  I  confider 
them  as  playing  a  game,  in  which  the  ftander--by 
is  not  at  all  interefted  ;  and  would  therefore  re- 
commend it  to  every  third  perfon  in  thefe  circum- 
fhnces,  to  take  it  as  an  hint,  that  the  parties 
have  a  mind  to  be  alone,  and  leave  the  room 
without  further  ceremony. 

A  FRIEND  of  mine  happened  to  be  engaged 
in  a  vifit  to  one  of  thefe  loving  couples.  He 
fat  flill  for  fome  time,  without  interrupting 
the  little  endearments  that  pafTed  between 
them.  Finding  them  at  length  quite  loft  in 
nods,  whifpers,  ogles,  and  in  fhort  wholly 
taken  up  with  each  other,  he  rang  the  bell, 
and  defired  the  fervant  to  fend  in  my  lady's 
woman.  When  (he  came,  he  led  her  very  gravely 
to  the  fettee,  and  began  to  indulge  himfelf 
in  certain  freedoms,  which  provoked  the  damfel 
to  complain  loudly  of  his  rudenefs.  Tha 
lady  flew  into  a  violent  paflion,  and  rated  him 
feverely  for  his  monftrous  behaviour.  My 
friend  begged  her  pardon  with  great  polite- 
nefs,  hoped  ftie  was  not  offended,  for  that  he 
thought  there  had  been  no  harm  in  amufing 
himfelf  a  little  while  with  Mrs.  Betty,  in  the 

fame 
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fame  manner  as  her  ladyfhip  and  fir  John  had 
been  diverting  themfelves  thefe  two  hours. 

THIS  behaviour,  though  at  all  times  impro- 
per, may  in  fome  fort  be  excufed,  where  perhaps 
the  match  has  been  huddled  up  by  the  parents, 
and  the  young  people  are  fuch  new  acquaint- 
ance, that  they  fcarce  ever  faw  each  other  till 
their  marriage.  A  pair  of  loving  turtles  may  be 
indulged  in  a  little  amorous  billing  at  their  firft 
coming  together  :  yet  this  licence  fhould  expire 
with  the  honey- moon,  and  even  in  that  period 
be  ufed  but  fparingly. 

BUT  if  this  condu£l  is  blameable  in  young 
people,  how  very  abfurd  is  it  in  thofe  advanced 
in  years  !  Who  can  help  laughing,  when  he  fees 
a  worn-out  beau  and  belle,  pra&ifmg  at  three- 
fcore  the  very  follies,  that  are  ridiculous  at  fix- 
teen?  I  could  with,  that  fuch  a  pair  of  anti- 
quated lovers  were  delineated  by  the  pencil  of 
an  Hogarth.  How  humouroufly  would  he  re- 
prefent  two  emaciated  wrinkled  figures,  with 
eyes  funk  into  their  heads,  lank  cheeks,  and 
toothlefs  gums,  affecting  to  leer,  fmile,  and 
languifh  at  each  other  !  But  this  affe&ation  is 
ftill  more  remarkable,  when  a  liquorifh  old 
fool  is  continually  fondling  a  young  wife : 
D  5  Though 
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Though  perhaps  the  fight  is  not  fo  difguft- 
ing  to  a  ftranger,  who  may  reafonably  fuppofc 
it  to  be  the  overflowings  of  a  father's  tender- 
nefs  for  his  daughter. 

IT  fometimes  happens,  that  one  of  the  parties 
perceives  the  folly  of  this  behaviour.  I  have  feen 
a  fenfible  man  quite  uneafy  at  the  indifcreet 
marks  of  kindnefs  {hewn  by  his  lady.  I  know 
a  clergyman  in  the  country,  who  is  often  put  to 
the  blufti  by  the  ftrange  familiarities,  which  his 
wife's  love  induces  her  to  take  with  him.  As 
(he  has  had  but  an  indifferent  education,  you 
would  often  be  at  a  lofs  to  know,  whether  fhe 
is  very  kind,  or  very  rude.  If  he  dines  abroad, 
fhe  always  fees  him  get  on  horfeback,  and  before 
he  has  got  twenty  yards  from  the  door,  hollows 
after  him,  "  be  at  home  in  time,  my  dear  foul, 
"  do."  I  have  known  her  almoft  quarrel  with 
him  for  not  buttoning  his  coat  in  the  middle 
of  fummer;  and  fhe  once  had  the  good-nature 
to  burn  a  very  valuable  collection  of  Greek 
manufcripts,  left  the  poring  over  thofe  horrid 
crooked  letters  fhould  put  her  dear  Jack's 
eyes  out.  Thus  does  fhe  torment  the  poor 
parfon  with  her  violent  affedion  for  him, 
and  according  to  the  common  phrafe,  kills 
him  with  kindnefs. 

BEFORI 
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BEFORE  I  conclude,  I  cannot  but  take  notice 
of  thofe  lufcious  love-fcenes,  that  have  fo  great 
a  fhare  in  our  modern  plays ;  which  are  rendered 
frill  more  fulfome  by  the  officioufnefs  of  the  player, 
who  takes  every  opportunity  of  heightening  the 
expreflion  by  kifles  and  embraces.  In  a  comedy, 
nothing  is  more  relimed  by  the  audience  than  a 
loud  fmack,  which  echoes  through  the  whole 
houfe  ;  and  in  the  moft  paffionate  fcenes  of  a 
tragedy,  the  hero  and  heroine  are  continually 
flying  into  each  others  arms.  For  my  part  I  am 
never  prefent  at  a  fcene  of  this  kind,  which  pro- 
duces a  confcious  fimper  from  the  boxes,  and 
an  hearty  chuckle  of  applaufe  from  the  pit  and 
galleries,  but  I  am  ready  to  exclaim  with  old 
Renault — "  I  like  not  thefe  huggers." 

I  WOULD  recommend  it  to  all  married  people, 
but  efpecially  to  the  ladies,  not  to  be  fo  fweet 
upon  their  dears  before  company :  but  I  would 
not  be  underftood  to  countenance  that  coldnefs 
and  indifference,  which  is  fo  fafhionable  in  the 
polite  world.  Nothing  is  accounted  more  un- 
genteel,  than  for  a  hufband  and  wife  to  be  feen 
together  in  public  places ;  and  if  they  fhould  ever 
accidentally  meet,  they  take  no  more  notice  of 
each  other,  than  if  they  were  abfolute  ftrangers. 
The  gentleman  may  lavifh  as  much  gallantry  as 
'  D  6  he 
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he  pleafes  on  other  women,  and  the  lady  give 
encouragement  to  twenty  pretty  fellows,  without 
cenfure  :  but  they  would  either  of  them  blufh  at 
being  furprifed,  in  fliewing  the  leaft  marks  of  a 
regard  for  each  other. 

I  am,  Sir, 
T  Your  humble  Servant,  &c. 

NUMB.  VIII.    Tburfday^  March  21,  1754. 
O  quanta  fpecies  cerebrum  non  habet  ! 


In  outward  Jhew  fo  fplendid  and  fo  vain9 
7Tis  but  a  gilded  block  without  a  brain. 

IMusT  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  many  let- 
ters, containing  very  lavifh  encomiums  on 
jmy  works.  Among  the  reft  a  correfpondent, 
whom  I  take  to  be  a  bookfeller,  is  pleafed  to 
compliment  me  on  the  goodnefs  of  my  print  and 
paper  ;  but  tells  me,  that  he  is  very  forry  not 
to  fee  fomething  expreffive  of  my  undertaking, 
in  the  little  cut  that  I  carry  in  front.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  my  printer  and  publifher  held  fe- 

veral 
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ral  confultations  on  this  fubjeft  ;  and  I  am 
afhamed  to  confefs,  that  they  had  once  prevailed 
on  me  to  fuffer  a  profile  of  my  face  to  be  prefixed 
to  each  number.  But  when  it  was  finimed,  I  was 
quite  mortified  to  fee  what  a  fcurvy  figure  I  made 
in  wood :  Nor  could  I  fubmit  to  be  hung  out, 
like  Broughton,  at  my  own  door,  or  let  my  face 
ferve  like  the  canvas  before  a  booth,  to  call  people 
in  to  the  {hew. 

I  HOPE  it  will  not  be  imputed  to  envy  or  ma- 
levolence, that  I  here  remark  on  this  part  of  the 
productions  of  Mr.  Fitz-Adam.  When  he  gave 
his  paper  the  title  of  The  WORLD,  I  fuppofe  he 
meant  to  intimate  his  defign  of  defcribing  that 
part  of  it,  who  are  known  to  account  all  other 
perfons  Nobody,  and  are  therefore  emphatically 
called  The  WORLD.  If  this  was  to  be  pi&ured 
out  in  the  head -piece,  a  lady  at  her  toilette,  a 
party  at  whift,  or  the  jovial  member  of  the  Di- 
lettanti tapping  the  World  for  Champagne,  had 
been  the  moft  natural  and  obvious  hieroglyphics. 
But  when  we  fee  the  pourtrait  of  a  Philofopher 
poring  on  the  globe,  inftead  of  obfervations  on 
modern  life  we  might  more  naturally  expecl  a 
fyftem  of  geography,  or  an  attempt  towards  a 
difcovery  of  the  longitude. 

THE 
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THE  reader  will  fmile  perhaps  at  a  criticifm 
of  this  kind ;  yet  certainly  even  here  propriety 
{hould  be  obferved,  or  at  leaft  all  abfurdities 
avoided.  But  this  matter  being  ufually  left  to 
the  printer  or  bookfeller,  it  is  often  attended 
with  ftrange  blunders  and  mifapplications.  I 
have  feen  a  Sermon  ufliered  in  with  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  a  (hepherd  and  (hepherdefs  fporting  on 
a  bank  of  flowers,  with  two  little  Cupids  fmiling 
over  head ;  while  perhaps  an  Epithalamium,  or 
an  Ode  for  a  Birth-day,  has  been  introduced  with 
death's  heads  and  crofs-marrow-bones. 

THE  inhabitants  of  Grub-Jireet  are  generally 
very  ftudious  of  propriety  in  this  point.  Before 
the  half-penny  account  of  an  horfe-race,  we  fee 
the  jockeys  whipping,  fpurring,  joftling,  and  the 
horfes  {training  within  fight  of  the  poft.  The 
laft  dying  fpeech,  character,  and  behaviour  of 
the  malefactors  prefents  us  with  a  profpecl  of  the 
place  of  execution ;  and  the  hiftory  of  the  Lon- 
don Prentice  exhibits  the  figure  of  a  Ld  (landing 
between  two  lions,  and  ramming  his  hands 
down  their  throats.  A  due  regard  has  been  paid 
to  this  article,  in  the  feveral  elegies  from  that 
quarter  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham.  They  are 
cncompafled  with  difmal  black  lines,  and  all  the 
fable  emblems  of  death  ;  Nor  can  we  doubt,  but 

that 
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that  an  author,  who  takes  fuch  care  to  exprefs 
a  decent  forrow  on  the  outfide  of  his  work, 
has  infufed  a  great  deal  of  the  pathetic  into 
the  piece  itfelf. 

THESE  little  embellifhments  were  originally 
defigned  to  pleafe  the  eye  of  the  reader ;  as  we 
tempt  children  to  learn  their  letters  by  difpofmg 
the  alphabet  into  pictures.  But,  in  our  modern 
competitions,  they  are  not  only  ornamental,  but 
ufeful.  An  angel  or  a  flower- pot,  at  the  begin- 
ning and  end  of  every  chapter  or  fe£tion,  enables 
the  bookfeller  to  fpin  out  a  novel,  without  plot 
or  incident,  to  a  great  number  of  volumes  ;  and 
by  the  help  of  thefe  decorations,  properly  dif- 
pofed,  I  have  known  a  little  piece  fwell  into  a 
duodecimo,  which  had  fcarce  matter  enough  for 
a  fix-penny  pamphlet. 

IN  this  place  I  might  alfo  take  notice  of  the  fe- 
veral  new  improvements  in  the  bufmefs  of  Typo- 
graphy. Though  it  is  reckoned  ungenteel  to 
write  a  good  hand,  yet  every  one  is  proud  of  ap- 
pearing in  a  beautiful  print  j  and  the  productions 
of  a  man  of  quality  come  from  the  prefs  in  a  very 
neat  letter,  though  perhaps  the  manufcript  is 
hardly  legible.  Indeed,  our  modern  writers  feem 
to  be  more  follicitoos  about  outward  elegance, 

than 
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than  the  intrinfic  merit  of  their  compofitions ; 
and  on  this  account  it  is  thought  no  mean  re- 
commendation of  their  works,  to  advertife  that 
they  are  "  beautifully  printed  on  a  fine  paper 
"  and  entire  new  letter."  Nor  are  they  only  in- 
debted to  the  prefs  for  the  beauty  of  the  type, 
but  often  call  in  it's  affiftance  to  explain  and  en- 
force the  fentiment.  When  an  author  is  in  doubt, 
whether  the  reader  will  be  able  to  comprehend 
his  meaning,  or  indeed  whether  he  has  any 
meaning  at  all,  he  takes  care  to  fprinkle  the 
fentence  with  Italics:  but  when  he  would  furprife 
us  with  any  thing  more  ftriking  than  ordinary, 
he  diftinguifhes  the  emphatical  words  by  large 
ftaring  CAPITALS,  which  overtop  the  reft  of 
their  fellows,  and  are  intended,  like  the  grena- 
diers caps,  to  give  us  an  idea  of  fomething  grand 
and  uncommon.  Thefe  are  defigned  as  fo  many 
hints  to  let  the  reader  know,  where  he  is  to  be 
particularly  afrec~ted  ;  and  anfwer  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  with  the  marginal  directions  in  plays,  which 
inform  the  aclor  when  he  is  to  laugh  or  cry. 
This  practice  is  moft  remarkable  in  pieces  of 
modern  wit  and  humour  :  and  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  where  there  is  the  leaft  of  thefe 
lively  qualities,  the  author  is  moft  defirous  of 
fubftituting  thefe  arts  in  their  room  $  imagining, 
that  by  a  judicious  diftribution  of  thefe  en- 
livening 
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livening  ftrokes  in  different  parts  of  it,  his 
work,  however  dull  in  itfelf,  will  become  fmart 
and  brilliant. 

AND  here  I  cannot  but  take  notice,  that  thefe 
arts  have  been  employed  to  very  great  advantage 
in  the  fervice  of  the  theatres.  The  writer  of  the 
play-bills  deals  out  his  Capitals  in  fo  juft  a  pro- 
portion, that  you  may  tell  the  falary  of  each 
aclor  by  the  fize  of  the  letter,  in  which  his  name 
is  printed.  When  the  prefent  manager  of  Drury- 
Lane  firfl  came  upon  the  ftage,  a  new  fet  of 
types  two  inches  long  were  caft  on  purpofe  to 
do  honour  to  his  extraordinary  merit.  This  in- 
deed is  fo  proper,  that  the  fevereft  critics  on 
the  drama  cannot  be  offended  at  this  piece  of 
theatrical  juftice. 

THERE  is  lately  fprung  up  among  us  a  new 
fpecies  of  writers,  who  are  nioft  of  them  perfons 
of  the  firft  rank  and  fafliion.  At  this  period  the 
whole  houfe  of  commons  are  turned  authors ; 
and  we  cannot  fufficiently  admire  the  propriety 
of  ftile  and  fentiment  in  thofe  elegant  addrefles, 
by  which  they  humbly  offer  themfelves  as  candi- 
dates, and  beg  the  favour  of  your  votes  and  in- 
tereft.  Thefe  gentlemen  avail  themfelves  greatly 
of  the  arts  of  printing  above-mentioned ;  whether 

they 
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they  would  raife  the  merits  of  their  own  caufe, 
or  throw  out  invedives  on  the  oppofite  party. 
The  courtier  fets  before  your  eyes  in  large  letters 
his  fteady  attachment  to  King  GEORGE, 
while  his  opponent  difplays  in  the  fame  manner 
his  zeal  for  LIBERTY  and  the  CONSTITU- 
TION. This  muft  undoubtedly  have  a  won- 
derful effeft  on  the  electors  :  and  I  could  almoft 
allure  any  patriot  certain  fuccefs,  who  fhould 
manifeft  his  regard  for  2DIH  (CnatanU  by  printing 
his  addrefles  in  the  2DIU 


BUT,  in  the  whole  republic  of  letters,  there 
are  none  perhaps,  who  are  more  obliged  to  the 
printer,  than  the  writers  of  periodical  efiays. 
The  SPECTATORS,  indeed,  came  into  the  world 
without  any  of  the  advantages  we  are  pofiefTed 
of.  They  were  originally  publifhed  in  a  very  bad 
print  and  paper,  and  were  fo  entirely  deftitute  of 
all  outward  ornaments,  that  (like  Terencis  virgin) 

—    —    —    —    —  -    Ni  vis  boni 

In  ipfa  inefTet  forma,  haec  formam  extinguerent. 

"  Unlefs  the  foul  of  beauty  had  breathed  through 
*c  the  compofitions  themfelves,  thefe  difadvan- 
"  tages  would  have  fuppreiTed  the  leaft  appear- 
"  ances  of  it. 

As 
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As  it  requires  no  genius  to  fupply  a  defect  of 
this  nature,  our  modern  eflays  as  much  excel  the 
SPECTATORS  in  elegance  of  form,  as  perhaps 
they  may  be  thought  to  fall  fhort  of  them  in 
every  other  refpecl:.  But  they  have  this  addi- 
tional advantage,  that  by  the  finenefs  of  their 
paper  they  are  refcued  from  ferving  many  mean 
and  ignoble  purpofes,  to  which  they  might  other- 
wife  be  applied.  They  alfo  form  themfelves 
more  commodioufly  into  volumes,  and  become 
genteeler  appendages  of  the  tea-table.  The  can- 
did reader  will  undoubtedly  impute  this  extraor- 
dinary care  about  externals  to  the  modefty  of  us 
prefent  eflayifts,  who  are  willing  to  compenfate 
for  our  poverty  of  genius,  by  beftowing  thefe 
outward  graces  and  embellishments  on  our  works. 
For  my  own  part,  I  never  reflect  on  the  firft  un- 
adorned publication  of  the  SPECTATOR,  and  at 
the  fame  time  take  up  one  of  my  own  papers,  fet 
off  with  every  ornament  of  the  prefs,  but  I  am 
afraid  that  the  critics  will  apply,  what  a  facetious 
peer  is  faid  to  have  remarked  on  two  different  la* 
dies ;  that  "  the  firft  is  a  foul  without  a  body, 
"  and  the  laft  a  body  without  a  foul." 

As  in  this  fafhionable  age  there  are  many  of 
lord  Foppington's  opinion,  "  that  a  book  fhould 
"  be  recommended  by  it's  outfide  to  a  man  of 

«  quality 
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"  quality  and  breeding,"  it  is  incumbent  on  all 
authors  to  let  their  works  appear  as  well  dreft  as 
pofiible,  if  they  expert  them  to  be  admitted  into 
polite  company.  Yet  we  fhould  not  lay  too  much 
ftrefs  on  the  decorations,  but  rather  remember 
Tulfy's  precept  to  all  who  build,  that  "  the 
"  owner  fhould  be  an  ornament  to  the  houfe, 
"  and  not  the  houfe  to  the  owner." 


NUMB.  JX.     Thurfday,  March  28,  1754. 

— Solvitque  animis  miracula  rerum, 

Eripuitquc  Jovi  fulmcn,  virefque  tonanti. 

MANIL, 

He  freed  our  minds  from  dread  of  things  above , 
And  /natch*  d  the  thunder  from  the  hand  of  Jove. 

TH  E  publication  of  lord  BoKngbrolis  poft- 
humous  works  has  given  new  life  and  fpirit 
to  Free-thinking.  We  feem  at  prefent  to  be  en- 
deavouring to  unlearn  our  catechifm,  with  all 
that  we  have  been  taught  about  religion,  in  order 
to  model  our  faith  to  the  fafhion  of  his  lordfl lip's 
fyftem.  We  have  now  nothing  to  do,  but  to 

throw 


N°.9-     rhe   CONNOISSEUR,  69 

throw  away  our  bibles,  turn  the  churches  into 
theatres,  and  rejoice  that  an  a6t  of  parliament, 
now  in  force,  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  getting 
rid  of  the  clergy  by  tranfportation.  I  was  in 
hopes,  that  the  extraordinary  price  of  thefe  vo- 
lumes would  have  confined  their  influence  to 
perfons  of  quality.  As  They  are  placed  above 
extreme  indigence  and  abfolute  want  of  bread, 
their  loofe  notions  would  have  carried  them  no 
farther  than  cheating  at  cards,  or  perhaps  plun- 
dering their  country  :  But  if  thefe  opinions  fpread 
among  the  vulgar,  we  fhall  be  knocked  down 
at  noon-day  in  our  ftreets,  and  nothing  will  go 
forward  but  robberies  and  murders. 

THE  inftances  I  have  lately  feen  of  Free- 
thinking  in  the  lower  part  of  the  world,  make 
me  fear,  they  are  going  to  be  as  fafhionable  and 
as  wicked  as  their  betters.  I  went  the  other 
night  to  the  Robin  Hood;  where  it  is  ufual  for 
the  advocates  againft  religion  to  aflemble,  and 
openly  avow  their  infidelity.  One  of  the  quefti- 
ons  for  the  night  was,  "  Whether  lord  Baling- 
<c  broke  had  not  done  greater  fervice  to  mankind 
"  by  his  writings,  than  the  Apoftles  or  Evan- 
"  gelifts?"  As  this  fociety  is  chiefly  compofed  of 
lawyers  clerks,  petty  tradefmen,  and  the  loweft 
mechanics,  I  was  at  firft  furprized  to  find  fuch 

amazing 
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amazing  erudition  among  them.  Toland,  Tindaly 
Collins,  Chubb,  and  Mandeville,  they  feemed  to 
have  got  by  heart.  A  fhoemaker  harrangued  his 
five  minutes  upon  the  excellence  of  the  tenets 
maintained  by  lord  Bolingbroke ;  but  I  foon  found 
that  his  reading  had  not  been  extended  beyond 
the  Idea  of  a  Patriot  King,  which  he  had  mifla- 
ken  for  a  glorious  fyftem  of  Free-thinking.  I 
could  not  help  fmiling  at  another  of  the  com- 
pany, who  took  pains  to  fhew  his  difbelief  of 
the  Gofpel  by  unfainting  the  Apoftles,  and  call- 
ing them  by  no  other  title  than  plain  Paul  or 
plain  Peter.  The  proceedings  of  this  fociety, 
have,  indeed,  almoft  induced  me  to  wifh,  that 
(like  the  Roman  Catholicks)  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  read  the  Bible,  rather  than  they  fhould 
read  it  only  to  abufe  it. 

I  HAVE  frequently  heard  many  wife  tradef- 
men,  fettling  the  mofl  important  articles  of  our 
faith  over  a  pint  of  beer.  A  baker  took  occafion 
from  Cannings  affair  to  maintain,  in  oppofition 
to  the  Scriptures,  that  man  might  live  by  bread 
alone,  at  leaft  that  woman  might;  "  for  elfe, 
"  faid  he,  how  could  the  girl  have  been  fup- 
"  ported  for  a  whole  month  by  a  few  hard 
"  crufts  r"  In  anfwer  to  this,  a  barber  furgeon 
fet  forth  the  improbability  of  that  flory ;  and 

thence 
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thence  inferred,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  our 
Saviour  to  have  fafted  forty  days  in  the  wilder- 
nefs.  I  lately  heard  a  midfhipman  fwear  that 
the  Bible  was  all  a  lie :  for  he  had  failed  round 
the  world  with  lord  Anfon^  and  if  there  had  been 
any  Red  Sea,  he  muft  have  met  with  it.  I  know 
a  bricklayer,  who,  while  he  was  working  by 
line  and  rule,  and  carefully  laying  one  brick 
upon  another,  would  argue  with  a  fellow  la- 
bourer, that  the  world  was  made  by  chance; 
and  a  cook,  who  thought  more  of  his  trade  than 
his  Bible^  in  a  difpute  concerning  the  Miracles, 
made  a  pleafant  miftake  about  the  nature  of  the 
the  Firft,  and  gravely  afked  his  antagonift  what 
he  thought  of  the  SUPPER  at  Cana. 

THIS  affe&ation  of  Free-thinking,  among 
the  lower  clafs  of  people,  is  at  prefent  happily 
confined  to  the  men.  On  Sundays,  while  the 
hufbands  are  toping  at  the  alehoufe,  the  good 
women  their  wives  think  it  their  duty  to  go  to 
church,  fay  their  prayers,  bring  home  the  text, 
and  hear  the  children  their  catechifm.  But 
our  polite  ladies  are,  I  fear,  in  their  lives  and 
converfations  little  better  than  Free-thinkers. 
Going  to  church,  fince  it  is  now  no  longer  the 
fafhion  to  carry  on  intrigues  there,  is  almoft 
wholly  laid  afide :  And  I  verily  believe,  that  no- 
thing 
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thing  but  another  earthquake  can  ever  fill  the 
churches  with  people  of  quality.  The  fair  fex  in 
general  are  too  thoughtlefs  to  concern  themfelves 
in  deep  enquiries  into  matters  of  religion.  It  is 
fufficient,  that  they  are  taught  to  believe  them- 
felves angels :  It  would  therefore  be  an  ill  com- 
pliment, while  we  talk  of  the  heaven  they  beflow, 
to  perfuade  them  into  the  Mahometan  notion,  that 
they  have  no  fouls  :  Though  perhaps  our  fine 
gentlemen  may  imagine,  that  by  convincing  a 
lady,  that  fhe  has  no  foul,  fhe  will  be  lefs  fcru- 
pulous  about  the  difpofal  of  her  body. 

THE  ridiculous  notions  maintained  by  Free- 
thinkers in  their  writings,  fcarce  deferve  a  ferious 
refutation ;  and  perhaps  the  beft  method  of  an- 
fwering  them  would  be  to  felecl:  from  their  works 
all  the  abfurd  and  impracticable  notions,  which 
they  fo  ftiffly  maintain  in  order  to  evade  the  be- 
lief of  the  Chrlftian  religion.  I  fhall  here  throw 
together  a  few  of  their  principal  tenets,  under  the 
contradictory  title  of 

The   UNBELIEVER'S   CREED. 

I  BELIEVE,   that  there  is  no  God,    but  that 
Matter  is  God,  and  God  is  Matter  ;  and  that 
it  is  no  matter,  whether  there  is  any  God  or  no. 

I  BELIEVE 
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I  BELIEVE,  that  the  World  was  not  made ; 
that  the  World  made  itfelf;  that  it  had  no 
Beginning;  thai  it  will  laft  for  ever,  World 
without  End. 

I  BELIEVE,  that  Man  is  a  Beaft ;  that  the  Soul 
is  the  Body,  and  the  Body  the  Soul ;  and  that 
after  Death  there  is  neither  Body  nor  Soul. 

I  BELIEVE,  that  there  is  no  Religion ;  that 
Natural  Religion  is  the  only  Religion  ;  and  that 
all  Religion  is  Unnatural. 

I  BELIEVE  not  in  MOSES  ;  I  believe  in  the 
Firfl  Phikfopby:  I  believe  not  the  EVANGELISTS  ; 
I  believe  in  Chub,  Collins  >  To/and,  Tindal,  Morgan* 
Mandeville^  Wool/ton^  Hobbes,  Sbaftjbury :  I  believe 
in  Lord  Bslingbroke  5  I  believe  not  St.  PAUL. 

I  BELIEVE  not  REVELATION  ;  I  believe  in 
Tradition  :  I  believe  in  the  Talmud ;  I  believe 
in  the  Alcoran  ;  I  believe  not  the  BIBLE  :  I 
believe  in  Socrates ;  I  believe  in  Confucius  j  I  be- 
lieve in  Sanconlatbon ;  1  believe  in  Mahomet  \  I 
believe  not  in  CHRIST. 

LASTLY,  I  believe  in  all  UNBELIEF, 

VOL,  I,  E  AN 


74          Th   CONNOISSEUR.    N°.  9. 

A    N 

ADDRESS 

TO      BOTH 

HOUSES  of  PARLIAMENT. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

EVER  fmce  We  have  thought  fit  to  take 
thefe  Kingdoms  into  Our  immediate  Care, 
We  have  made  it  Our  earneft  Endeavour  to  go 
Hand  in  Hand  with  Your  Wifdoms  in  promoting 
theWelfare  and  Profperity  of  the  People.  The  im- 
portant Bufmefs  of  Taxes,  Lotteries,  Marriages, 
and  Jews,  We  have  left  to  Your  weighty  Con- 
fideration  ;  while  Ourfelves  have  been  employed 
in  the  Regulation  of  Fafhions,  the  Eftablifh- 
ment  of  Taile,  and  Amendment  of  the  Morals. 
We  have  the  Satisfaction  to  find,  that  both  Our 
Meafures  have  hitherto  met  with  Succefs  :  And 
the  Public  Affairs  are  at  prefent  in  fo  profperous 
a  Condition,  that  the  National  Vices  feem  as 
likely  to  decreafe  as  the  National  Debt. 

THE  Diflblution  of  Your  AfTembly  is  now  at 
Hand  >  and  as  Your  whole  Attention  will  natu- 
rally 
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rally  be  engaged  in  fecuring  to  Yourielves  and 
Friends  a  Seat  in  the  next  Parliament,  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  recommend  to  You,  that  Heads  {hould  be 
broken,  Drunkennefs  encouraged,  and  Abufe 
propagated  ;  which  has  been  found  by  Experi- 
ence to  be  the  beft  Method  of  fupporting  the 
Freedom  of  Elections.  In  the  mean  Time,  as 
the  Care  of  the  Nation  muft  be  left  to  Us, 
it  is  neceflary,  that  during  this  Interval  Our 
Prerogative,  as  CENSOR-GENERAL,  fhould 
be  confiderably  extended,  and  that  We  fhould 
be  inverted  with  the  united  Power  of  Lords 
and  Commons. 

WHEN  We  are  entrufted  with  this  important 
Charge,  We  fliall  expect,  that  every  different 
Faction  (hall  concur  in  Our  Meafures  for  the 
Public  Utility ;  that  Whig  and  Tory,  High- 
Church  and  Low-Church,  Court  and  Country, 
{hall  all  unite  in  this  Common  Caufe  ;  and  that 
oppofite  Parties  in  the  Body  Politic,  like  the 
Arms  and  Legs  in  the  Body  Natural,  (hall  move 
in  Concert,  though  they  are  on  different  Sides. 
In  Our  Papers,  which  We  (hall  continue  to  pub-, 
lifli  on  Thurfdays^  under  the  Title  of  The  CON- 
NOISSEUR, every  Mifdemeanor  fliall  be  exa- 
mined, and  Offenders  called  to  the  Bar  of  the 
Houfe.  Be  it  theref  Jre  ena&ed,  that  thefe  Our 
E  2  Orders 
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Orders  and  Refolutions  have  an  equal  Au- 
thority with  Acts  of  Parliament  ;  as  We 
doubt  not,  They  will  be  of  equal  Advantage 
to  the  Community. 

THE  extraordinary  Supplies  requifite  for  the 
Service  of  the  current  Weeks,  and  for  the  Sup- 
port of  Our  Own  Privy  Purfe,  oblige  us  to  de- 
mand of  You,  that  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  Two- 
pence, be  levied  Weekly  on  each  Perfon,  to  be 
collected  by  our  trufty  and  well -beloved  the 
Bookfellers.  We  muft  alfo  particularly  requeft 
of  You,  that  the  fame  Privilege  and  Protection 
be  extended  to  Us,  which  is  enjoyed  by  Your- 
felves,  and  is  fo  very  convenient  to  many  of 
Your  honourable  Members.  It  is  no  lefs  expe- 
dient, that  We  fhould  be  lecured  from  Let  or 
Moleftation  :  Be  it  therefore  provided,  that  no 
one  prefume  to  Arreft  or  caufe  to  be  Arrefled 
Our  Perfon,  or  the  Perfons  of  Our  Publifher, 
Printer,  Corrector,  Devil,  or  any  other  em- 
ployed in  Our  Service. 

WE  have  only  to  add,  that  You  may  rely  on 
Our  Care  and  Diligence  in  difcharging  the  high 
Truft  repofed  in  Us,  in  fuch  Manner  as  fhall 
merit  the  Thanks  of  the  next  Parliament.  We 
(nail  then  recommend  it  to  Their  Confideration, 

whether, 
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whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  Intereft  of  thefe 
Kingdoms,  that  We  fhould  have  a  Wool  pack 
allotted  Us  with  the  Biftiops,  or  be  allowed  a 
perpetual  Seat  among  the  Commons,  as  the  Re- 
prefentative  of  the  whole  People.  But  if  this 
{hould  be  deemed  too  great  an  Honour,  it  will 
at  leaft  be  thought  neceflary,  that  We  {hould  be 
occafionally  called  in,  like  the  Judges,  to  give 
Our  Opinion  in  Cafes  of  Importance. 

TOWN,    CONNOISSEUR, 
CRITIC,  and  CENSOR-GENERAL. 


NUMB.  X.    TburJ'day^  April  ^^  1754. 
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H  O  M  E  R. 


What  knows  the  Jlripling  of  the  foldier*s  trade, 
Beyond  bis  regimentals  and  cockade  ? 

LEARNING,    as  it  polifhes  the  mind, 
enlarges  our  ideas,  and  gives  an  ingenuous 
turn  to  our   whole  converfation  and  behaviour, 
has  ever  been  efteemed  a  liberal  accomplifhment  ; 
and  is,  indeed,  the  principal  characterise,  that 
diflinguifhes  the  gentleman  from  the  mechanic. 
E  3  THIS 
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THIS  axiom  being  uriiverfally  allowed,  I  have 
often  obferved  with  wonder  the  neglect  of  learn- 
ing, that  prevails  among  the  gentlemen  of  the 
army  ;  who,  notwithftanding  their  fhameful  de- 
ficiency in  this  main  requifite,  are  generally  pro- 
pofed  as  the  moft  exacl:  models  of  good  behaviour, 
and  ftandards  of  politenefs. 

THE  art  of  war  is  no  eafy  ftudy  :  It  requires 
much  labour  and  application  to  go  through  what 
Milton  calls  "  the  rudiments  of  foldierfhip,  in  all 
"  the  fkill  of  embattling,  marching,  encamping, 
<c  fortifying,  befieging  and  battering,  with  all 
*'  the  helps  of  ancient  and  modern  ftratagems, 
"  tactics,  and  warlike  maxims."  With  all 
thefe  every  officer  fhould  undoubtedly  be  ac- 
quainted ;  for  mere  regimentals  no  more  create 
a  foldier,  than  the  cowl  makes  a  monk.  But, 
I  fear,  the  generality  of  our  army  have  made 
little  proficiency  in  the  art  they  profefs  ;  have 
learnt  little  more,  than  juft  to  acquit  themfelves 
with  fome  decency  at  a  review ;  have  not  ftudied 
and  examined,  as  they  ought,  the  ancient  and 
modern  principles  of  war  ; 

Nor  the  divifion  of  a  battle  know, 

More  than  a  fpinfter.  SHAKESPEARE. 

BESIDES 
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BESIDES  the  ftudy  of  the  art  of  war  itfelf, 
there  are  many  collateral  branches  of  literature  ; 
of  which,  as  gentlemen  and  as  foldiers,  they 
fhould  not  be  ignorant.  Whoever  bears  a  com- 
miffion  in  the  army,  fhould  be  well  read  in  hif- 
tory.  The  examples  of  Alexander,  Ctefar,  or 
frlarlborough)  however  illuftrious,  are  of  little 
concern  to  the  generality  of  readers,  but  are  fet 
up  as  fo  many  land-marks,  to  direct  thofe  who  are 
perilling  the  fame  courfe  to  glory.  A  thorough 
knowledge  of  hiftory  would  furnifh  a  commander 
with  true  courage,  infpire  him  with  an  honeft 
emulation  of  his  anceftors,  and  teach  him  to  gain 
a  vi&ory  without  fhedding  blood. 

POETRY  too,  more  efpecially  that  of  the 
ancients,  feems  particularly  calculated  for  the 
perufal  of  thofe  concerned  in  war.  The  fubjecT: 
of  the  Iliad  is  entirely  martial ;  and  the  principal 
characters  are  diftinguiflied  from  each  other 
chiefly  by  their  different  exertion  of  the  fingle 
quality  of  courage.  It  was,  I  fuppofe,  on  ac- 
count of  this  martial  fpirir,  which  breathes 
thoughout  the  Iliad,  that  Alexander  was  fo  cap- 
tivated with  it,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  laid  it 
every  night  under  his  pillow.  The  principal  cha- 
characler  in  the  Mneid  is  a  general  of  remarkable 
piety  and  courage ;  and  great  part  of  the  poem  is 
E  4  made 
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made  up  of  war.  Thefe  ftudies  cannot  furely  fail 
of  animating  a  modern  breaft,  which  often  kin- 
dled fuch  a  noble  ardour  in  the  ancients. 

IF  we  look  into  the  lives  of  the  greateft  gene- 
rals of  antiquity,  we  fhall  find  them  no  mean 
proficients  in  fcience.  They  led  their  armies  to 
victory  by  their  courage,  and  fupported  the 
ilate  by  their  counfels.  They  revered  the  fame 
Pallas ,  as  the  goddefs  of  war  and  of  wifdom ;  and 
the  Spartans  in  particular,  before  they  entered  on 
an  engagement,  always  facrificed  to  the  Mufes. 
The  exhortations,  given  by  commanders  before 
the  onfet,  are  fome  of  the  moft  animated  pieces  of 
oratory  in  all  antiquity,  and  frequently  produced 
aftonifliing  effects,  roufing  the  foldiers  from  de- 
fpair,  and  hurrying  them  on  to  victory.  An  il- 
literate commander  would  have  been  the  con- 
tempt of  Greece  and  Rome.  Tu/fy,  indeed,  was 
called  the  learned  Conful  in  derifion ;  but  then,  as 
Dryden  obferves,  "  his  head  was  turned  another 
"  way.  When  he  read  the  ta£tics,  he  was  think- 
"  ing  on  the  bar,  which  was  his  field  of  battle." 
I  am  particularly  pleafed  with  the  character  of 
Scipio  jEmilianus  as  drawn  by  VeUelus  Paterculus, 
and  would  recommend  it  to  the  ferious  imitation 
of  our  modern  officers.  He  was  fo  great  an  ad- 
mirer of  liberal  ftudies,  that  he  always  retained 

the 
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the  moft  eminent  wits  in  his  camp  :  nor  did  any 
one  fill  up  the  intervals  of  bufinefs  with  more 
elegance,  retiring  from  war  only  to  cultivate  the 
arts  of  peace ;  always  employed  in  arms  or  ftudy, 
always  exercifing  his  body  with  perils,  or  difci- 
plining  his  mind  with  fcience.  The  author  con- 
trafts  this  amiable  pourtrait  with  a  defcription  of 
Mummius ;  a  general  fo  little  verfed  in  the  polite 
arts,  that  having  taken  at  Corinth  feveral  pictures 
and  ftatues  of  the  greateft  artifts,  he  threatened 
the  perfons,  who  were  intruded  with  the  carriage 
of  them  to  Italy,  "  that,  if  they  loft  thofe,  they 
"  fhould  give  new  ones." 

I  WOULD  fain  have  a  Eritljb  officer  looked  upon 
with  as  much  deference  as  thofe  of  Greece  and 
Rome :  But  while  they  neglect  the  acquifition  of 
the  fame  accomplimments,  they  will  never  meet 
with  the  fame  refpect.  Inftead  of  cultivating  their 
minds,  they  are  wholly  taken  up  in  adorning  their 
bodies,  and  look  upon  gallantry  and  intrigue  as 
effential  parts  of  their  character.  To  glitter  in  the 
boxes  or  at  an  aflfembly,  is  the  full  difplay  of  their 
politenefs,  and  to  be  the  life  and  foul  of  a  lewd 
brawl,  almoft  the  only  exertion  of  their  courage  j 
infomuch  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  juftice  in 
Macbeatb's  raillery,  when  he  fays,  "  if  it  was  not 
u  for  us,  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  fword, 
««  Drury-Lane  would  be  uninhabited." 

E  5  IT 
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IT  is  fomething  ftrange,  that  officers  fhould 
want  any  inducement  to  acquire  fo  gentleman- 
like an  accomplifhment  as  learning.  If  they  ima- 
gine it  would  derogate  from  their  good-breeding, 
or  call  off  their  attention  from  military  bufmefs, 
they  are  miftaken.  Pedantry  is  no  more  con- 
nected with  learning,  than  rafhnefs  with  cou- 
rage. Cafar^  who  was  the  fineft  gentleman  and 
the  greateft  general,  was  alfo  the  beft  fcholar 
of  his  age. 

To  fay  the  truth,  learning  wears  a  more  ami- 
able afpect  and  winning  air  in  courts  and  camps, 
whenever  it  appears  there,  than  amid  the  gloom 
of  colleges  and  cloifters.  Mixing  in  genteel  life 
files  off  the  ruft,  that  may  have  been  contracted 
by  ftudy,  and  wears  out  any  little  oddnefs  or  pe- 
culiarity, that  may  be  acquired  in  the  clofet. 
-For  this  reafon  the  officer  is  more  inexcufable, 
who  neglects  an  accomplifhment,  that  would  fit 
fb  gracefully  upon  him :  for  this  reafon  too,  we 
pay  fo  great  deference  to  thofe  few,  who  have  en- 
riched their  minds  with  the  treafures  of  antiquity. 
An  illiterate  officer  either  hardens  into  a  bravo, 
or  refines  into  a  fop.  The  infipidity  of  the  fop  is 
utterly  contemptible ;  and  a  rough  brutal  cou- 
rage, unpolifhed  by  fcience  and  unaffifted  by 
reafon,  has  no  more  claim  to  heroifm,  than  the 

cafe- 
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cafe-hardened  valour  of  a  bruifer  or  prize-fighter. 
Agreeably  to  this  notion  Homer  in  the  fifth  Iliad 
reprefents  the  goddefs  Minerva  as  wounding 
Mars,  and  driving  the  heavy  deity  off  the  field 
of  batde ;  implying  allegorically,  that  wifdom  is 
capable  of  fubduing  courage. 

I  WOULD  flatter  myfelf,  that  Eritijh  minds  are 
ftill  as  noble,  and  Britijh  genius  as  exuberant,  as 
thofe  of  any  other  nation  or  age  whatever ;  but 
that  fome  are  debafed  by  luxury,  and  others  run 
wild  for  want  of  proper  cultivation.  If  Athens 
can  boaft  her  Miltiades^  TJwmiftocleS)  &c.  Rome 
her  Camillusy  Fabius^  Cafar,  &c.  England  has 
had  her  Edwards^  Henrys,  and  ,Marlboroughs. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  the  time  will  come,  when 
learning  will  be  reckoned  as  neceflary  to  qualify 
a  man  for  the  army,  as  for  the  bar  or  pulpit. 
Then  we  may  expect  to  fee  the  Britijh  foldiery 
enter  on  the  field  of  battle,  as  on  a  theatre,  for 
which  they  are  prepared  in  the  parts  they  are  to 
act.  "  They  will  not  then,  (as  Milton  ex- 
<'  prefles  himfelf  with  his  ufual  ftrength  in  his 
<c  Treatife  on  Education)  if  intruded  with  fair 
*c  and  hopeful  armies,  fuffer  them,  for  want  of 
"  juft  and  wife  difcipline,  to  fhed  away  from 
«  about  them  like  fick  feathers,  though  they  be 
"  never  fo  oft  fupplied :  They  would  not  fuffer 
E  6  «  their 
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"  their  empty  and  unrecruitable  colonels  of 
"  twenty  men  in  a  company,  to  quaff  out,  or 
"  convey  into  fecret  hoards,  the  wages  of  a  de- 
<c  lufive  lift  and  a  miferable  remnant ;  yet  in  the 
<e  mean  while  to  be  over-maftered  with  a  fcore  or 
"  two  of  drunkards,  the  only  foldiery  left  about 
**  them,  or  elfe  to  comply  with  all  rapines  and 
"  violences.  No  certainly,  IF  THEY  KNEW 

"  OUGHT  OF  THAT  KNOWLEDGE,  THAT  BE- 
"  LONGS  TO  GOOD  MEN  AND  GOOD  GOVER- 

"  NORS,  they  would  not  fuffer  thefe  things." 
O 

NUMB.  XL     Thurfday^  April  u,   1754. 

Pallas  quas  condidit  arces 

Ipfa  colat. Vi  R  G. 

Let  Pallas  dwell  in  towers  berfelfbas  raised. 

TH  E  principal  character  in  Steele's  comedy 
of  the  Lying  Lover  is  young  Bookwit ;  an 
Oxonian,  who  at  once  throws  off  the  habit  and 
manners  of  an  academic,  and  afliimes  the  drefs, 
air,  and  converfation  of  a  man  of  the  town.  He 
is,  like  other  fine  gentlemen,  a  coxcomb ;  but  a 
coxcomb  of  learning  and  parts.  His  erudition  he 

renders 
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renders  fubfervient  to  his  pleafures :  his  know- 
ledge in  poetry  qualifies  him  for  a  fonneteer,  his 
rhetoric  to  fay  fine  things  to  the  ladies,  and  his 
philofophy  to  regulate  his  equipage ;  for  he  talks 
of  having  "  Peripatetic  footmen,  a  follower  of 
"  Ariftippus  for  a  valet  de  cbambre^  an  Epicurean 
<e  cook,  with  an  Hermetical  ckymijl  (who  are 
"  good  only  at  making  fires)  for  a  fcullion." 
Thus  he  is,  in  every  particular,  a  fop  of  let- 
ters, a  compleat  claffical  beau. 

BY  a  review  I  have  lately  made  of  the  people 
in  this  great  metropolis,  as  CENSOR,  I  find  that 
the  town  fwarms  with  Bookwits.  The  play- 
houfes,  park,  taverns,  and  coffee-houfes  are 
thronged  with  them.  Their  manner,  which  has 
fomething  in  it  very  characleriftic,  and  different 
from  the  town-bred  coxcombs,  difcovers  them 
to  the  flighted  obferver.  It  is,  indeed,  no  eafy 
matter  for  one,  whofe  chief  employment  is  to 
ftore  his  mind  with  new  ideas,  to  throw  that 
happy  vacancy,  that  total  abfence  of  thought 
and  reflection,  into  his  countenance,  fo  remark- 
able in  our  modern  fine  gentlemen.  The 
fame  lownging  air  too,  that  pafies  for  genteel  in 
an  univcrfity  coffee-houfe,  is  foon  diflinguiftied 
from  the  genuine  carlefs  loll,  and  eafy  faunter ; 
and  bring  us  over  to  the  notion  of  Sir  Wilfid  in 

Tbt 
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The  Way  of  the  World^  «  that  a  man  fhould  be 
"  bound  prentice  to  a  maker  of  fops,  before  he 
"  ventures  to  fet  up  for  himfelf." 

YET,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  di  fad  vantages,  the 
love  of  pleafure,  and  a  few  fupernumerary  guineas, 
draw  the  ftudent  from  his  literary  employment, 
and  entice  him  to  this  theatre  of  noife  and  hurry, 
this  grand  mart  of  luxury  ;  where,  as  long  as  his 
purfe  can  fupply  him,  he  may  be  as  idle  and  de- 
bauched as  he  pleafes.  I  could  not  help  fmiling  at 
a  dialogue  between  two  of  thefe  gentlemen,  which 
I  overheard  a  few  nights  ago  at  the  Bedford  cof- 
fee-houfe.  "  Ha!  Jack!  (fays  one  accofting 
the  other)  is  it  you  ?  How  long  have  you 
"  been  in  town?"  — "  Two  hours." — "  Hew 
"  long  do  you  flay  ? — <c  Ten  guineas. —  If  you'll 
"  come  to  Venablis  after  the  play  is  over,  you'll 
"  find  Tom  Latme,  Bob  Claffic,  and  two  or  three 
"  more,  who  will  be  very  glad  to  fee  you.  What 
"  you're  in  town  upon  the  fober  plan  at  your 
"  father's  ?  But  hearkye  Frank,  if  you'll  call  in, 
"  I'll  tell  your  friend  Harris  to  prepare  for  you, 
"  So  your  fervant;  for  I'm  going  to  meet  the 
u  fined  girl  upon  town  in  the  green  boxes." 

I  LEFT  the  coffee-houfe  pretty  late ;  and  as  I 
came  into  the  piazza,  the  fire  in  the  Bedford- Arms 

kitchen 
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kitchen  blazed  fo  chearfully  and  invitingly  be- 
fore me,  that  I  was  eafily  perfuaded  by  a  friend 
who  was  with  me,  to  end  the  evening  at  that 
houfe.  Our  good  fortune  led  us  into  the  next 
room  to  this  knot  of  academical  rakes.  Their 
merriment  being  pretty  boifterous,  gave  us  a 
good  pretext  to  enquire,  what  company  were  in 
the  next  room.  The  waiter  told  us,  with  a 
fmartnefs  which  thofe  fellows  frequently  contract 
from  attending  on  beaux  and  wits,  te  fome  gen- 
"  tlemen  from  Oxford  with  fome  ladies,  fir. 
"  My  matter  is  always  very  glad  to  fee  them  ; 
"  for  while  they  ftay  in  town,  they  never  dine  or 
*c  fup  out  of  his  houfe,  and  eat  and  drink,  and 
"  pay  better,  than  any  nobleman." 

As  it  grew  later,  they  grew  louder:  'till  at 
length  an  unhappy  difpute  arofe  between  two  of. 
the  company,  concerning  the  prefent  grand  con- 
teft  between  the  Old  and  the  New  Intereft, 
which  has  lately  inflamed  Oxford/hire.  This 
accident  might  have  been  attended  with  ugly 
confequences :  but  as  the  ladies  are  great  ene- 
mies to  quarrelling,  unlefs  themfelves  are  the 
occafion,  a  good-natured  female  of  the  company 
interpofed,  and  quelled  thdr  animofity.  By  the 
mediation  of  this  fair  one,  the  difpute  ended  very 
fafhionably,  in  a  bet  of  a  dozen  of  claret,  to  be 
drank  there  by  the  company  then  prefent,  when- 
ever 
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ever  the  wager  fhould  be  decided.  There  was 
fbmething  fo  extraordinary  in  their  whole  even- 
ing's converfation,  fuch  an  odd  mixture  of  the 
town  and  univerfity,  that  I  am  perfuaded,  if 
Sir  Richard  had  been  witnefs  to  it,  he  could 
have  wrought  it  into  a  fcene  as  lively  and  enter- 
taining, as  any  he  has  left  us. 

THE  whole  time  thefe  lettered  beaux  remain 
in  London^  is  fpent  in  a  continual  round  of  diver- 
ton.  Their  fphere,  indeed,  is  fomewhat  con- 
fined ;  for  they  generally  eat,  drink,  and  fleep 
within  the  precindfo  of  Cogent-Garden.  I  remem- 
ber I  once  faw,  at  a  public  inn  on  the  road  to 
Oxford^  a  journal  of  the  town  tranfac"Hons  of 
one  of  thefe  fparks ;  who  had  recorded  them  on 
a  window-pane  for  the  example  and  imitation  of 
his  fellow-ftudents.  I  fhall  prefent  my  reader 
with  an  exact  copy  of  this  curious  journal,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  remember. 

MONDAY,  Rode  to  town  in  fix  hours — faw 
the  two  laft  acts  of  Hamlet — At  night,  with 
Polly  Brown. 

TUESDAY,  Saw  Harlequin  Sorcerer — At  night, 
Polly  again. 

WEDNESDAY,  Saw  Macbeth — At  night,  with 
Sally  Parker^  Polly  engaged. 

THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY,   Saw   the  Sujpicwus  Hujband — 

At  night,  Polly  again. 

FRIDAY,  Set  out  at  twelve  o'clock  for  Oxford 

—  a  damn'd  muzzy  place. 

THERE  are  no  fet  of  mortals  more  joyous 
than  thefe  occafional  rakes,  whofe  pride  it  is  to 
gallop  up  to  town  once  or  twice  in  the  year  with 
their  quarterage  in  their  pockets,  and  in  a  few 
days  to  fquander  it  away  in  the  higheft  fcenes 
of  luxury  and  debauchery.  The  tavern,  the 
theatre,  and  the  bagnio,  engrofs  the  chief  part 
of  their  attention  ;  and  it  is  conftantly  Polly  again 
with  them,  till  their  finances  are  quite  ex- 
haufted,  and  they  are  obliged  to  return  (as 
Bookwit  has  it)  "  to  fmall  beer  and  three-half- 
"  penny  commons." 

I  SHALL  enlarge  no  further  on  this  fubject  at 
prefent,  but  conclude  thefe  reflections  with  an 
Ode,  which  I  have  received  from  an  unknown 
correfpondent.  He  tells  me,  it  was  lately  fent 
from  an  academical  friend  to  one  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  refigned  himfelf  wholly  to  thefe 
polite  enjoymonts,  and  feemed  to  have  forgot 
his  connexions  with  the  univerfity.  All,  who 
perufe  this  elegant  little  piece,  will,  I  doubt  not, 
thank  me  for  inferting  it ;  and  the  learned  reader 

will 
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will  have  the  additional  pleafure  of  admiring  it 
as  an  humorous  imitation  of  Horace. 

Iccz,  beath  nunc  Arabum  invides 

Gazis9  &c.  L.  I.  Ode  xxix. 

SO  you,  my  friend,  at  laft  are  caught         • 
Where  could  you  get  fo  ftrange  a  thought, 
In  mind  and  body  found  ? 
All  meaner  ftudies  you  refign, 
Your  whole  ambition  now  to  (hine 
The  beau  of  the  beau-monde. 

Say,  gallant  youth,  what  well-known  name 
Shall  fpread  the  triumphs  of  your  fame 

Through  all  the  realms  of  Drury? 
How  will  you  ftrike  the  gaping  cit  ? 
What  tavern  (hall  record  your  wit  ? 

What  watchmen  mourn  your  fury  ? 

What  fprightly  imp  of  Gallic  breed 
Shall  have  the  culture  of  your  head, 

(I  mean  the  outward   part) 
Form'd  by  his  parent's  early  care 
To  range  in  niceft  curls  the  hair, 

And  wield  the  puff  with  art? 

No 
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No  more  let  mortals  toil  in  vain, 
By  wife  conjecture  to  explain 

What  rolling  time  will  bring.: 
Thames  to  his  fource  may  upwards  flow, 
Or  Garrick  fix  foot  high  may  grow, 

Or  witches  thrive  at  Tring : 

Since  you  each  better  promife  break, 
Once  fam'd  for  flov'nlinefs  and  Greek) 

Now  turn'd  a  very  Paris, 
For  lace  and  velvet  quit  your  gown, 
The  STAGYRITE  for  Mr.  TOWN, 

For  Drury-Lane  St.  MARY'S. 

NUMB.   XII.   Thurjday,  April  18,   1754. 

Nee  vero  hss  fine  forte  datae,  fine  judice  fedes. 

VIRG. 

Nor  Jhall  the  four-leg* d  culprit  'feape  the  lawy 
But  at  the  bar  hold  up  the  guilty  paw. 

TURNING  over  the  laft  volume  of  lord 
Rolingbrokis  works  a  few  days  ago,  I 
could  not  help  fmiling  at  his  lordfliip's  extraordi- 
nary manner  of  commenting  on  fome  parts  of  the 
Scriptures.  Among  the  reft  he  reprefents  Mofes, 
as  making  beafts  accountable  to  the  community 
for  crimes,  as  well  as  men :  Whence  his  lordfhip 

infers, 
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infers,  that  the  Jewljh  legiflator  fiippofed  them 
capable  of  diftinguifhing  between  right  and 
wrong,  and  a£Hng  as  moral  agents.  The  oddity 
of  this  remark  led  me  to  reflect,  if  fuch  an 
opinion  fliould  prevail  in  any  country,  what 
\vhimfical  laws  would  be  enacted,  and  how 
ridiculous  they  would  appear,  when  put  in 
execution.  As  if  the  horfe,  that  carried  the 
highwayman,  (hould  be  arraigned  for  talcing  a 
purfe,  or  a  dog  indi&ed  for  felonioufly  ftealing 
a  {houlder  of  mutton.  Such  a  country  would  feem 
to  go  upon  the  fame  principles,  and  to  entertam 
the  fame  notions  of  juftice,  as  the  puritanical 
old  woman,  that  hanged  her  cat  for  killing  mice 
on  the  fabbath  day. 

THESE  reflections  were  continued  afterwards 
in  my  fleep ;  when  methought  fuch  proceedings 
were  common  in  our  own  courts  of  judicature. 
I  imagined  myfelf  in  a  fpacious  hall  like  the 
Old  Bailey^  where  they  were  preparing  to  try 
feveral  animals,  who  had  been  guilty  of  offences 
againft  the  laws  of  the  land.  The  walls,  I  ob- 
ferved,  were  hung  all  round  with  bulls-hides, 
fheep-fkins,  foxes-tails,  and  the  fpoils  of  other 
brute-malefactors ;  and  over  the  juftice-feat, 
where  the  King's-Arms  are  commonly  placed, 
there  was  fixed  a  large  flag's  head,  which  over- 

fhadowed 
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fhadowed  the  magiftrate  with  its  branching 
horns.  I  took  particular  notice,  that  the  gal- 
leries were  very  much  crouded  with  ladies : 
which  I  could  not  tell  how  to  account  for,  'till 
I  found  it  was  expected,  that  a  Gcat  would  that 
day  be  tried  for  a  rape. 

THE  fefllons  foon  opened  ;  and  the  firft  pri- 
foner,  that  was  brought  to  the  bar,  was  a  Hog, 
who  was  profecuted  at  the  fuit  of  the  yew s  on  an 
indictment  for  burglary,  in  breaking  into  their 
fynagogue.  As  it  was  apprehended,  that  religion 
might  be  affected  by  this  caufe,  and  as  the  profe- 
cution  appeared  to  be  malicious,  the  Hog,  though 
the  fa6t  was  plainly  proved  againft  him,  to  the 
great  joy  of  all  true  Chriftians9  was  allowed 
Benefit  of  Clergy. 

AN  indictment  was  next  brought  againft  a 
Cat  for  killing  a  favourite  Canary-bird.  This 
offender  belonged  to  an  old  woman,  who  was 
believed  by  the  neighbourhood  to  be  a  witch. 
The  jury,  therefore,  were  unanimous  in  their 
opinion,  that  {he  was  the  devil  in  that  fhape, 
and  brought  her  in  guilty.  Upon  which  the 
judge  formally  pronounced  fentence  upon  her, 
which  I  remember  concluded  with  thefe  words : 
"  You  muft  be  carried  to  the  place  of  execution, 

"  where 
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"  where  you  are  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  nine 
"  times,  'till  you  are  dead,  dead,  dead,  dead, 
"  dead,  dead,  dead,  dead,  dead  j  and  the  fidlers 
"  have  mercy  upon  your  guts." 

A  PARROT  was  next  tried  for  Scandalum 
Magnatum*  He  was  accufed  by  the  chief  ma- 
giftrate  of  the  city,  and  the  whole  court  of  al- 
dermen, for  defaming  them,  as  they  pafTed  along 
the  ftreet,  on  a  public  felrival,  by  finging 
"  Rffcm  for  cuckolds  here  comes  a  great  company  ; 
<c  Room  for  cuckolds ,  here  ccmes  my  lord  maysr" 
This  Parrot  was  a  very  old  offender;  much  ad- 
dicted to  fcurrillity ;  and  had  been  feveral  times 
convicted  of  profane  curfmg  and  fwearing. 
He  had  even  the  impudence  to  abufc  the  whole 
court  by  calling  the  jury  rogues  and  rafcals ; 
and  frequently  interrupted  my  lord  judge  in 
famming  up  the  evidence,  by  crying  out,  "  old 
"  bitch."  The  court,  however,  was  pleafed  to 
fnew  mercy  to  him,  upon  the  petition  of  his 
miftrefs,  a  ftricl  Methodift  j  who  gave  bail  for 
his  good  behaviour,  and  delivered  him  over  to 
Mr.  Whitfield^  who  undertook  to  make  a  tho- 
rough convert  of  him. 

AFTER  this  a  Fox  was  indicted  for  robbing 
an  Hen-rooft.  Many  farmers  appeared  againft  him, 

who 
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who  depofed,  that  he  was  a  very  notorious  thief, 
and  had  long  been  the  terror  of  ducks,  geefe, 
turkies,  and  all  other  poultry.  He  had  infefted 
the  country  a  long  time,  and  had  often  been 
perfued,  but  they  could  never  take  him  before. 
As  the  evidence  was  very  full  againft  him,  the 
jury  readily  brought  him  in  guilty;  and  the 
judge  was  proceeding  to  condemn  him,  when 
thy  fly  villain,  watering  his  brufh,  flirted  it  in 
the  face  of  the  jailer,  and  made  off.  Upon 
this  a  country  fquire,  who  was  prefent,  hollowed 
out  Jlole  away,  and  an  hue  and  cry  was  immedi- 
ately fent  after  him. 

WHEN  the  uproar,  which  this  occafioned, 
was  over,  a  Milch-Afs  was  brought  to  the  bar, 
and  tried  for  contumelioufly  braying,  as  fhe  flood 
at  the  door  of  a  fjck  lady  of  quality.  It  appeared, 
that  this  lady  was  terribly  afHi&ed  with  the 
vapours,  and  could  not  bear  the  leaft  noife  \  had 
the  knocker  always  tyed  up,  and  ftraw  laid 
in  the  flreet.  Notwithftanding  which,  this  au- 
dacious creature  ufed  every  morning  to  give  her 
foul  language,  which  broke  her  reft,  and  flung 
her  into  hyfterics.  For  this  repeated  abufe  the 
criminal  was  fentenced  to  the  pillory,  and  ordered 
to  lofe  her  ears. 

AN 
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AN  information  was  next  laid  againft  a  (hep- 
herd's  Dog  upon  the  Game-Aft  for  poaching. 
He  was  accufed  of  killing  an  hare,  without 
being  properly  qualified.  But  the  plaintiff 
thought  it  advifeable  to  quafh  the  indi&ment, 
as  the  owner  of  the  Dog  had  a  vote  to  fell  at 
the  next  election. 

THERE  now  came  on  a  very  important 
caufe,  in  which  fix  of  the  moft  eminent  council 
learned  in  the  law  were  retained  on  each  fide. 
A  Monkey,  belonging  to  a  lady  of  the  firft 
rank  and  fafhion,  was  indi&ed,  for  that  he  with 
malice  prepenfe  did  commit  wilful  murder  on  the 
body  of  a  Lap-dog.  The  council  for  the  pro- 
fecutor  fet  forth,  that  the  unfortunate  deceafed 
came  on  a  vifit  with  another  lady ;  when  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar,  without  the  leaft  provocation, 
and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  perpetrated 
this  inhuman  fa&.  The  council  for  the  pri- 
foner, being  called  upon  to  make  the  Monkey's 
defence,  pleaded  his  privilege,  and  infifted  on 
his  being  tried  by  his  peers.  This  plea  was 
admitted ;  and  a  jury  of  beaux  was  immediately 
impanelled,  who  without  going  out  of  court 
honourably  acquitted  him. 

THE 
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THE  proceedings  were  here  interrupted  by  an 
Hound,  who  came  jumping  into  the  hall,  and 
running  to  the  juftice-feat  lifted  up  his  leg  againft 
the  judge's  robe.  For  this  contemptuous  beha- 
viour he  was  directly  Bordered  into  cuftody  ; 
when  to  our  great  furprife  he  caft  his  (kin,  and 
became  an  Oftrich ;  and  prefently  after  ihed  his 
feathers,  and  terrified  us  in  the  fhaggy  figure  of  a 
Bear.  Then  he  was  a  Lion,  then  an  Horfe,  then 
again  a  Baboon ;  and  after  many  other  amazing 
transformations  leaped  out  an  Harlequin,  and 
before  they  could  take  hold  of  him,  fkipped  away 
to  Coveni-Garden  theatre. 

IT  would  be  tedious  to  recount  the  particulars 
of  feveral  other  trials.  A  fportfman  brought  an 
a&ion  againft  a  Race-Horfe  for  running  on  the 
wrong  fide  of  the  poft,  by  which  he  loft  the 
plate  and  many  confiderable  bets.  For  this  the 
criminal  was  fentenced  to  be  burnt  in  the  fore- 
hand, and  to  be  whipt  at  the  cartVtail.  A  Mare 
would  have  undergone  the  fame  punifhment,  for 
throwing  her  rider  in  a  ftag-hunt,  but  efcaped 
by  pleading  her  belly ;  upon  which  a  jury  of 
grooms  was  impannelled,  who  brought  her  in 
quick.  The  company  of  Dogs  and  Monkeys,  to- 
gether with  the  Dancing  Bears,  who  were  taken 

VOL.  L  F  up 
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up  on  the  Licence- Aft  and  indi&ed  for  ftroHers, 
were  tranfported  for  life. 

THE  laft  trial  was  for  High  Treafon.  A  Lion, 
who  had  been  long  confined  as  a  ftate-prifoner 
in  the  Tower,  having  broke  jail,  had  appeared 
in  open  rebellion,  and  committed  feveral  ads  of 
violence  on  his  majefty's  liege-fubjech.  As  this 
was  a  noble  animal,  and  a  prince  of  the  blood  in 
his  own  native  country,  he  was  condemned  to 
be  beheaded.  It  came  into  my  thoughts,  that 
this  Lion's  tlead  might  vie  with  that  famous  one, 
formerly  erected  at  Buttons  for  the  fervice  of  the 
GUARDIAN  :  I  was  accordingly  going  to  peti- 
tion for  leave  to  put  it  up  in  Macklins  new 
coffee  houfe ;  when  methought  the  Lion,  fetting 
up  a  moft  horrible  rear,  broke  his  chains,  and 
put  the  whole  court  to  flight ;  and  I  awaked  in 
the  utmoft  confternation,  juft  as  I  imagined  he 
had  got  me  in  his  gripe. 

W 
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NUMB.  XIII.     Tburfday,  April  25,  1754. 

_ „ Commota  fervet  plebecuk  bile. 

PERSIUS 

Injpir'd  by  freedom^  and  election  ale. 
The  patriot-mob  at  courts  and  placemen  rail. 

I  SHALL  this  day  prefent  my  readers  with  a 
letter,  which  I  have  received  from  my  coufin 
VILLAGE  ;  who,  as  I  informed  them  in  my 
firft  paper,  has  undertaken  to  fend  me  an  ac- 
count of  every  thing  remarkable,  that  pafies 
in  the  country. 

DEAR  COUSIN, 

I  HAVE  not  been  unmindful  of  the  province, 
which  you  was  pleafed  to  allot  me :  but  the 
whole  country  has  been  lately  fo  much  taken  up 
with  the  bufmefs  of  elections,  that  nothing  has 
fallen  under  my  notice,  but  debates,  fquabbles, 
and  drunken  rencounters.  The  fpirit  of  party 
prevails  fo  univerfally,  that  the  very  children  are 
inftru&ed  to  lifp  the  names  of  the  favourite  chiefs 
of  each  faction;  and  I  have  more  than  once 
been  in  danger  of  being  knocked  off  my  horfe, 
36  I  rode  peaceably  on,  becaufe  I  did  not  declare 
F  2  with 
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with  which  party  I  Tided,  though  I  knew  nothing 
at  all  of  either.  Every  petty  village  abounds 
with  the  moft  profound  ftatefmen :  It  is  com- 
mon to  fee  our  ruftic  politicians  aflembling  after 
fermon,  and  fettling  the  good  of  their  country 
acrofs  a  tomb-ftone,  like  fo  many  Deflators  from 
the  plough ;  and  almoft  every  cottage  can  boaft  it's 
patriot,  who,  like  the  old  Roman,  would  not  ex- 
change his  turnip  for  a  bribe. 

I  AM  at  prefent  in  ****,  where  the  election 
is  juft  coming  on,  and  the  whole  town  confe- 
quently  in  an  uproar.  They  have  for  feveral 
parliaments  returned  two  members,  who  recom- 
mended themfelves  by  conflantly  oppofing  the 
court :  but  there  came  down  a  few  days  ago  a 
banker  from  London,  who  has  offered  himfelf  a 
candidate,  and  is  backed  with  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  interefts,  money.  Nothing  has  been  fmce 
thought  of  but  feafting  and  revelling  ;  and  both 
parties  ftrive  to  outdo  each  other  in  the  fre- 
quency and  expence  of  their  entertainments. 
This,  indeed,  is  the  general  method  made  ufe  of 
to  'gain  the  favour  of  electors,  and  manifeft  a 
zeal  for  the  conftitution.  I  have  known  a  can- 
didate depend  more  upon  the  ftrength  of  his  li- 
liquor  than  his  arguments ;  and  the  merits  of  a 
treat  has  often  recommended  a  member,  who 

has 
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has  had  no  merits  of  his  own.  For  it  is  certain, 
that  people,  however  they  may  differ  in  other 
points,  are  unanimous  in  promoting  the  grand 
bufinefs  of  eating  and  drinking. 

IT  is  impofTible  to  give  a  particular  account  of 
the  various  diforders  occafioned  by  the  conteft 
in  this  town.  The  ftreets  ring  with  the  different 
cry  of  each  party  ;  and  every  hour  produces  a  bal- 
lad, a  fet  of  queries,  or  a  ferious  addrefs  to  the 
worthy  ele&ors.  I  have  feen  the  mayor  with 
half  the  corporation  roaring,  hollowing,  and 
reeling  along  the  ftreets,  and  yet  threatening  to 
clap  a  poor  fellow  in  the  flocks  for  making  the 
fame  noife,  only  becaufe  he  would  not  vote  as 
they  do.  It  is  no  wonder,  that  the  ftrongeft 
connexions  (hould  be  broken,  and  the  moft  in- 
timate friends  fet  at  variance,  through  their  dif- 
ference of  opinions.  Not  only  the  men,  but 
their  wives  are  alfo  engaged  in  the  fame  quarrel. 
Mr.  Staunch  the  haberdafher  ufed  to  fmoke  his 
pipe  conftantly,  in  the  fame  kitchen  corner,  every 
evening,  at  the  fame  alehoufe,  with  his  neighbour 
Mr.  Veer  the  chandler,  while  their  ladies  chatted 
together  at  the  ftreet-door :  But  now  the  hufbands 
never  fpeak  to  each  other;  and  confequently 
Mrs.  Veer  goes  a  quarter  of  a  mile  for  her  inkle 
and  tape,  rather  than  deal  at  Mr.  Staunch's  fhop  ; 
F  3  and 
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and  Mrs.  Staunch  declares,  fhe  would  go  without 
her  tea,  though  fhe  has  always  been  ufed  to  it 
twice  a  day,  rather  than  fetch  her  half-quartern 
from  that  turn- coat  Peer's. 

WHEREVER  politics  are  introduced,  religion 
is  always  drawn  into  the  quarrel.  The  town  I 
have  been  fpeaking  of,  is  divided  into  two  par- 
ties, who  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of 
Chrijlians  and  Jews.  The  Jews,  it  feems,  are 
thofe,  who  are  in  the  intereft  o£a  nobleman,  who 
gave  his  vote  for  pafling  the  Jew-Bill,  and  are 
held  in  abomination  by  the  Cbriftians.  The  zeal 
of  the  latter  is  ftill  further  inflamed  by  the  vicar, 
who  every  funday  thunders  out  his  anathemas, 
and  preaches  up  the  pious  doctrine  of  perfecu- 
tion.  In  this  he  is  feconded  by  the  clerk,  who 
is  careful  to  enforce  the  arguments  from  the  pul- 
pit, by  fele&ing  ftaves  proper  for  the  occafion. 

THIS  truly  Chrjftian  fpirit  is  no  where  more 
manifeft  than  at  their  public  feafts.  J  was  at  one 
of  their  dinners,  where  I  found  great  variety  of 
pig-aneat  was  provided.  The  table  was  covered 
from  one  end  to  the  other  with  hams,  legs  of 
pork,  fparibs,  grifkins,  haflets,  feet  and  ears, 
brawn,  and  the  like.  In  the  middle  there  fmoked 
a  large  barbicued  hog,  which  was  foon  devoured 

to 
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to  the  bone,  fo  defirous  was  every  one  to  prove 
his  Chri/iianity,  by  the  quantity  he  could  fwallovv 
of  that  Anti-Judaic  food.  After  dinner  there 
was  brought  in,  by  way  of  defert,  a  difh  of  hogs 
puddings ;  but  as  I  have  a  diflike  to  that  kind  of* 
diet,  (though  not  from  any  fcruple  of  conference) 
I  was  regarded  as  little  better  than  a  Jew  for  de- 
clining to  eat  of  them. 

THE  great  fiipport  of  this  party  is  an  old 
neighbouring  knight;  who,  ever  fmce  the  late 
Naturalization-Acl:,  has  conceived  a  violent  anti- 
pathy to  the  Jews,  and  takes  every  opportunity 
of  railing  at  the  above-mentioned  nobleman. 
Sir  Rowland  fwears,  that  his  lordfliip  is  worfe 
than  Judas^  that  he  is  actually  circumcifed, 
and  that  the  chapel  in  his  houfe  is  turned  into 
a  fynagogue.  The  knight  had  never  been 
feen  in  a  church,  'till  the  late  clamour  about  the 
Jew-B\]\ ;  but  he  now  attends  it  regularly  every 
Sunday,  where  he  devoutly  takes  his  nap  all  the 
fervice  :  and  he  lately  beftowed  the  beft  living  in 
his  gift,  which  he  had  before  promifed  to  his 
chaplain,  on  one  whom  he  had  never  feen,  but 
had  read  his  name  in  the  title-page  to  a  fermon 
againft  the  Jews.  He  turned  off  his  butler,  who 
had  lived  with  him  many  years,  (and  whofe  only 
crime  was  a  Avar  thy  complexion,)  becaufe  the 
F4  dog 
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dog  looked  like  a  Jew.  He  feeds  hogs  in  his 
park  and  the  court-yard,  and  has  guinea-pigs  in 
his  parlour.  Every  Saturday  he  has  an  hunt,  be- 
caufe  it  is  the  Jewijb  fabbath ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing he  is  fure  to  get  drunk  with  the  vicar  in  de- 
fence of  religion.  As  he  is  in  the  commiffion, 
he  ordered  a  poor  Jew  pedlar,  who  came  to 
hawk  goods  at  his  houfe,  to  Bridewell -,  and  he 
was  once  going  to  fend  a  little  pari{h-boy  to 
the  fame  place,  for  prefuming  to  play  in  his 
worihip's  hearing  on  that  unchriftian-like  inltru- 
ment  the  Jews-Harp. 

THE  fair  fex  here  are  no  lefs  ambitious  of  dif- 
playing  their  affe&ion  for  the  fame  caufe;  and 
they  manifeft  their  fentiments  by  the  colour 
and  fafhion  of  their  drefs.  Their  zeal  more  par- 
ticularly (hews  itfelf  in  a  variety  of  pofies  for 
rings,  buckles,  knots,  and  garters.  I  obferved  the 
other  night  at  the  afTembly,  that  the  ladies  feemed 
to  vie  with  each  other,  in  hanging  out  the  en- 
figns  of  the  faith  in  orthodox  ribbands,  bearing 
the  infcription  of  No  JEWS,  CHRISTIANITY 
FOR.  EVER.  They  like  wife  wore  little  crofles 
at  their  breads  ;  their  pompons  were  formed  into 
crucifixes,  their  knots  difpofed  in  the  fame  angles, 
and  fo  many  parts  of  their  habits  moulded  in- 
to that  fhape,  that  the  whole  afiembly  looked 

like 
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like  the  court  on  St.  Andrew's  day.  It  was  re- 
markable that  the  vicar's  lady,  who  is  a  tho- 
rough-paced High -Church  woman,  was  more 
religious  in  the  decorations  of  her  drefs  than  any 
of  the  company ;  and,  indeed,  fhe  was  fo  ftuck 
over  from  head  to  foot  with  crofTes,  that  a  wag 
juftly  compared  her  to  an  old  Popijb  monument 
in  a  Gothic  cathedral. 

I  SHALL  conclude  my  letter  with  the  relation 
of  an  adventure,  that  happened  to  myfelf  at  my 
firft  coming  into  this  town.  I  intended  to  put 
up  at  the  Catherine-Wheel^  as  I  had  often  ufed 
the  houfe  before,  and  knew  the  landlord  to  be  a 
good  civil  kind  of  fellow.  I  accordingly  turned 
my  horfe  into  the  yard  ;  when  to  my  great  fur- 
prize  the  landlord,  as  foon  as  he  faw  me,  gave 
me  an  hearty  curfe,  and  told  me  I  might  go 
about  my  bufmefs,  "  for,  indeed,  he  would  not 
"  entertain  any  fuch  rafcals."  Upon  this  he 
faid  fomething  to  two  or  three  (trapping  country- 
fellows,  who  immediately  came  towards  me ; 
and  if  I  had  not  rode  away  directly,  I  mould 
h'ave  met  with  a  very  rough  falutation  from  rtieir 
horfe-whips.  I  could  not  imagine  what  offence 
I  had  committed,  that  could  give  occafion  for 
fuch  ill  ufage,  'till  I  heard  the  mafter  of  the  inn 
hollowing  after  me,  "  that's  the  fcoundrel,  that 
F  5  "  came 
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"  came  here  fome  time  ago  with  Tom  T'oiherfide ;" 
who,  I  have  fince  learnt,  is  an  agent  for  the 
other  party. 

I  am,  dear  Coufm,  yours,  &c. 
T 

NUMB.  XIV.     Thurfday^  May  2,   1754. 

Turn  in  leclo  quoque  vidcres 

Stridere  fecreta  divifos  aure  fufurros. 
Nullos  his  mallem  ludos  fpectaiTe.     Sed  ilia 
Redde  age,  quae  deinceps  rififti.  HOR. 

Imparted  to  each  laughter -loving  fair, 

The  whizzing  whifper  glides  from  chair  to  chair  : 

And  eer  the  confcious  ear  receives  it  half, 

Iftth  titterings  they  betray  thejtifled  laugh. 

Such  giggling  glee  ! — what  farce  fo  full  of  mirth  /— 

But  tell  the  tickling  caufe,  that  gave  it  birth. 

To    Mr.     !T  O   W  N. 

SI  R, 

AS  the  ladies  are  naturally  become  the  im- 
mediate objects  of  your  care,  will  you  per- 
mit a  complaint  to    be  inferted  in  your  paper, 
jrhich  is  founded  upon  a  matter  of  faft  ?  They 

will 
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will  pardon  me,  if  by  laying  before  you  a  parti- 
cular inftance  I  was  lately  witnefs  to  of  their 
improper  behaviour,  I  endeavour  to  expofe  a 
reigning  evil,  which  fubjecls  them  to  many 
fhameful  imputations. 

I  RECEIVED  laft  week  a  dinner-card  from  a 
friend,  with  an  intimation  that  I  fhould  meet 
fome  very  agreeable  ladies.  At  my  arrival,  I 
found  that  the  company  confifted  chiefly  of  fe- 
males, who  indeed  did  me  the  honour  to  rife, 
but  quite  difconcerted  me  in  paying  my  refpe&s, 
by  their  whifpering  each  other,  and  appearing  to 
ftifle  a  laugh.  When  I  was  feated,  the  ladies 
grouped  themfelves  up  "in  a  corner,  and  entered 
into  a  private  cabal,  feemingly  to  difcourfe  upon 
points  of  great  fecrecy  and  importance,  but  of 
equal  merriment  and  diverfion. 

THE  fame  conduct  of  keeping  clofe  to  their 
ranks  was  obferved  at  table,  where  the  ladies 
feated  themfelves  together.  Their  converfation 
was  here  alfo  confined  wholly  to  themfelves,  and 
feemed  like  the  myfteries  of  the  Bona  2}ea,  in 
which  men  were  forbidden  to  have  any  fhare. 
It  was  a  continued  laugh  and  whifper  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  dinner.  A  whole  fen- 
t&nce  was  fcarce  ever  fpoken  aloud.  Single 
F  6  words, 
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words,  indeed,  now  and  then  broke  forth  5  fitch 
as  odious,  horrible,  ddeflable,  finding,  HUMBUG. 
This  laft  new-coined  expreflion,  which  is  only 
to  be  found  in  the  nonfenfical  vocabulary,  founds 
abfurd  and  difagreeable,  whenever  it  is  pro- 
nounced ;  but  from  the  mouth  of  a  lady  it  is 
"  (hocking,  deteftable,  horrible,  and  odious." 

MY  friend  feemed  to  be  in  an  uneafy  fitua- 
tion  at  his  own  table  :  but  I  was  far  more  mifer- 
able.  I  was  mute,  and  feldom  dared  to  lift  up 
my  eyes  from  my  plate,  or  turn  my  head  to  call 
for  fniall  beer,  left  by  fome  aukward  gefture  I 
might  draw  upon  me  a  whifper  or  a  laugh. 
Sancbo,  when  he  was  forbid  to  eat  a  delicious 
banquet  fet  before  him,  could  fcarce  appear  more 
melancholy.  The  rueful  length  of  my  face 
might  poflibly  encreafe  the  mirth  of  my  tor- 
menters :  at  leaft  their  joy  feemed  to  rife  in  exadT: 
proportion  with  my  mifery.  At  length,  however, 
the  time  of  my  delivery  approached.  Dinner 
ended,  the  ladies  made  their  exit  in  pairs,  and 
went  off  hand  in  hand  whifpering,  like  the  two 
kings  of  Brentford. 

MODEST  men,  Mr.  TOWN,  are  deeply 
wounded,  when  they  imagine  themfelves  the 
objects  of  ridicule  or  contempt :  and  the  pain 

is 
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is  the  greater,  when  it  is  given  by  thofe  whom 
they  admire,  and  from  whom  they  are  am- 
bitious of  receiving  any  marks  of  countenance 
and  favour.  Yet  we  muft  allow,  that  affronts 
are  pardonable  from  ladies,  as  they  are  often 
prognoftics  of  future  kindnefs.  If  a  lady  flakes 
our  cheek,  we  can  very  willingly  follow  the 
precept  of  the  Gofpel,  and  turn  the  other  cheek 
to  be  fmitten.  Even  a  blow  from  a  fair  hand 
conveys  pleafure.  But  this  battery  of  whifpers 

is  againft  all  legal  rights  of  war ; poifoned 

arrows,  and  ftabs  in  the  dark,  are  not  more  re- 
pugnant to  the  general  laws  of  humanity. 

IF  the  mifconduft,  which  I  have  defcribed, 
had  been  only  to  be  found,  Mr.  TOWN,  at  my 
friend's  table,  I  mould  not  have  troubled  you 
with  this  letter  :  But  the  fame  kind  of  ill-breed- 
ing prevails  too  often,  and  in  too  many  places. 
The  gigglers  and  the  whifperers  are  innumerable ; 
they  befet  us  wherever  we  go  -,  and  it  is  obfeiv- 
able,  that  after  a  fliort  murmur  of  whifpers  out 
comes  the  bur  ft  of  laughter:  like  a  gun-powder 
ferpent,  which,  after  biffing  about  for  fome 
time,  goes  off  in  a  bounce. 

MODERN  writers  of  comedy  often  introduce 
a  pert  witling  into  their  pieces,  who  is  very 

fcvere 
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fevere  upon  the  reft  of  the  company ;  but  all  his 
waggery  is  fpoken  afide.  Thefe  gigglers  and 
whifperers  feem  to  be  a&ing  the  fame  part  in 
company,  that  this  arch  rogue  does  jn  the  play. 
Every  word  or  motion  produces  a  train  of  whif- 
persj  the  dropping  of  a  muff-box,  or  fpilling  the 
tea,  is  fure  to  be  accompanied  with  a  titter ; 
and  upon  the  entrance  of  any  one  with  fomething 
particular  in  his  perfon  or  manner,  I  have  feen  a 
whole  room  in  a  buzz  like  a  bee-hive. 

THIS  practice  of  whifpering,  if  it  is  any  where 
allowable,  may  perhaps  be  indulged  the  fair  fex 
at  church,  where  the  converfation  can  only  be 
carried  on  by  the  fecret  fymbols  of  a  curtfy,  an 
ogle,  or  a  nod.  A  whifper  in  this  place  is  very 
often  of  great  ufe,  as  it  ferves  to  convey  the 
jnoft  fecret  intelligence,  which  a  lady  would  be 
ready  to  burft  with,  if  (he  could  not  find  vent 
for  it  by  this  kind  of  auricular  confeffion.  A 
piece  of  fcandal  tranfpires  in  this  manner  from 
one  pew  to  another,  then,  prefently  whizzes 
along  the  chancel,  from  whence  it  crawls  up 
to  the  galleries,  'till  at  laft  the  whole  church 
hums  with  it. 

IT  were  alfo  to  he  wifhed,    that  the  ladies 
would  be  plcafed  to  confine  themfelves  to  whif- 
pering, 
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pering,  in  their  tete-a-tete  conferences  at  the 
opera  or  the  play-houfe ;  which  would  be  a  pro- 
per deference  to  the  reft  of  the  audience.  In 
France,  we  are  told,  it  is  common  for  the  parterre 
to  join  with  the  performers  in  any  favourite  air  3 
but  we  feem  to  have  carried  this  cuftom  ftill  fur- 
ther, as  the  company  in  our  boxes,  without 
concerning  themfelves  in  the  leaft  with  the  play, 
are  even  louder  than  the  players.  The  wit  and 
humour  of  a  Vanbrugk  or  a  Congreve  is  frequently 
interrupted  by  a  brilliant  dialogue  between  two 
perfons  of  fafhion ;  and  a  love-fcene  in  the  fide- 
box  has  often  been  more  attended  to,  than  that 
on  the  ftage.  As  to  their  loud  burfts  of  laughter 
at  the  theatre,  they  may  very  well  be  excufed, 
when  they  are  excited  by  any  lively  ftrokes  in  a 
comedy :  but  I  have  feen  our  ladies  titter  at  the 
moft  diftrefsful  fcenes  in  Romeo  and  Juliet,  grin 
over  the  anguifli  of  a  Monlmia  or  Belvidera,  and 
fairly  laugh  King  Lear  off  the  ftage. 

THUS  the  whole  behaviour  of  thefe  ladies  is 
in  direct  contradiction  to  good  manners.  They 
laugh  when  they  fhould  cry,  are  loud  when  they 
fhould  be  filent,  and  are  filent  when  their  con- 
verfation  is  defirable.  If  a  man  in  a  felecl: 
company  was  thus  to  laugh  or  whifper  me  out  of 
countenance,  I  j(hould  be  apt  to  conftrue  it  as  an 

affront, 
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affront,  and  demand  an  explanation.  As  to  the 
ladies,  I  would  defire  them  to  reflect  how  much 
they  would  fuffer,  if  their  own  weapons  were 
turned  againft  them,  and  the  gentlemen  fliould 
attack  them  with  the  fame  arts  of  laughing  and 
whifpering.  But,  however  free  they  may  be 
from  our  refentment,  they  are  ftill  open  to  ill- 
natured  fufpicions.  They  do  not  confider,  what 
ftrange  conftru&ions  may  be  put  on  thefe  laughs 
and  whifpers.  It  were,  indeed,  of  little  confe- 
quence,  if  we  only  imagined,  that  they  were 
taking  the  reputations  of  their  acquaintance  to 
pieces,  or  abufing  the  company  round  j  but 
when  they  indulge  themfelves  in  this  behaviour, 
fome  perhaps  may  be  led  to  conclude,  that  they 
are  difcourfmg  upon  topics,  which  they  are 
aihamed  to  fpeak  of  in  a  lefs  private  manner. 

SOME  excufe  may  perhaps  be  framed  for  this 
ill-timed  merriment  in  the  fair  fex.  Venus^  the 
goddefs  of  beauty,  is  frequently  called  the 
laughter -loving  dame;  and  by  laughing  our  mo- 
dern ladies  may  pofiibly  imagine,  that  they  ren- 
der themfelves  like  Venus.  I  have  indeed  re- 
marked, that  the  ladies  commonly  adjuft  their 
laugh  to  their  perfons,  and  are  merry  in  proportion 
as  it  fets  off. their  particular  charms.  One  lady 
is  never  further  moved  than  to  a  fmile  or  a 

fimper. 
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fimper,  becaufe  nothing  elfe  fhews  her  dimples  to 
fo  much  advantage;  another,  who  has  a  very 
fine  fet  of  teeth,  runs  into  the  broad  grin  ;  while 
a  third,  who  is  admired  for  a  well-turned  neck 
and  graceful  cheft,  calls  up  all  her  beauties  to 
view,  by  breaking  into  violent  and  repeated 
peals  of  laughter. 

I  WOULD  not  be  underftood  to  impofe  gravity 
or  too  great  a  referve  on  the  fair  fex.  Let  them 
laugh  at  a  feather  j  but  let  them  declare  openly, 
that  it  is  a  feather  which  occafions  their  mirth. 
I  muft  confefs,  that  laughter  becomes  the  young, 
the  gay,  and  the  handfome  :  But  a  whifper  is 
unbecoming  at  all  ages  and  in  both  fexes ;  nor 
ought  it  ever  to  be  pra&ifed,  except  in  the  round 
gallery  at  St.  Paul's,  or  in  the  famous  whifpering 
place  in  Gloucefter  cathedral,  where  two  whif- 
perers  hear  each  other  at  the  diftance  of  five  and 
twenty  yards. 

I  am,   SI R, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 
K.  L. 
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NUMB.  XV.     Thur/day^  May  9,   1754. 

-—  —  Tu  die,  mecum  quo  pignore  certes. 

VIRG. 
Name  your   Bet. 


ApRiEN'D  of  mine,  who  belongs  to  the 
Stamp-Office,  acquaints  me,  that  the  re- 
venue arifmg  from  the  duty  on  cards  and  dice 
continues  to  increafe  every  year,  and  that  it  now 
brings  in  near  fix  times  more  than  it  did  at  firfr. 
This  will  not  appear  very  wonderful,  when  we 
confider,  that  gaming  is  now  become  rather  the 
bufmefs  than  amufement  of  our  perfons  of  qua- 
lity ;  and  that  they  are  more  concerned  about 
the  tranfa&ions  of  the  two  Clubs  at  White  s>  than 
the  proceedings  of  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
Thus  it  happens,  that  eftates  are  now  almoft  as 
frequently  made  over  by  whift  and  hazard,  as  by 
deeds  and  fettlements ;  and  the  chariots  of  many 
of  our  nobility  may  be  faid  (like  Count  Baffet's 
in  the  play)  "  to  roll  upon  the  four  aces." 

THIS  love  of  gaming  has  taken  fuch  entire 
pofleflion  of  their  ideas,  that  it  infects  their  com- 
mon converfation.  The  management  pf  a  dif- 

pute 
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pute  was  formerly  attempted  by  reafon  and  argu- 
ment ;  but  the  new  way  of  adj lifting  all  difference 
in  opinion  is  by  the  fword  or  a  wager:  fo  that 
the  only  genteel  method  of  diffenting  is  to  rifk 
a  thoufand  pounds,  or  take  your  chance  of  being 
run  through  the  body.  The  ftrange  cuftom  of 
deciding  every  thing  by  a  wager  is  fo  univerfal, 
that  if  (in  imitation  of  Swift)  any  body  was  to 
publifh  a  fpecimen  of  Polite  Conversation^  inftead 
of  old  fayings  and  trite  repartees,  he  would  in 
all  probability  fill  his  dialogues  with  little  more 
than  bet  after  bet,  and  now  or  then  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  odds. 

WHITE'S,  the  prefent  grand  fcene  of  thefe 
tranfa£Hons,  was  formerly  diftingui&ed  by  gal- 
lantry and  intrigue.  During  the  publication  of 
the  TATLER,  Sir  Richard  Steele  thought  proper 
to  date  all  his  love-news  from  that  quarter  :  But 
it  would  now  be  as  abfurd  to  pretend  to  gather 
any  fuch  intelligence  from  Whites^  as  to  fend  to 
Baffin's  for  a  lawyer,  or  to  the  Rolls  coffee  houfe 
for  a  man-midwife. 

THE  gentlemen,  who  now  frequent  this  place, 
profefs  a  kind  of  univerfal  fcepticifm  ;  and  as  they 
look  upon  every  thing  as  dubious,  put  the  iffue 
upon  a  wager.  There  is  nothing,  however 

trivial 
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trivial  or  ridiculous,  which  is  not  capable  of  pro- 
ducing a  bet.  Many  pounds  have  been  loft  upon 
the  colour  of  a  coach -horfe,  an  article  in  the 
news,  or  the  change  of  the  weather.  7"he  birth 
of  a  child  has  brought  great  advantages  to  per- 
fons  not  in  the  leaft  related  to  the  family  it  was 
born  in ;  and  the  breaking  off  a  match  has  af- 
fected many  in  their  fortunes,  befides  the  parties 
immediately  concerned. 

BUT  the  moft  extraordinary  part  of  this  fa- 
ftuonable  practice  is,  what  in  the  gaming  dialecl: 
is  called  PITTING  one  man  againjl  another  \  that 
is,  in  plain  Englijh,  wagering  which  of  the  two 
will  live  longeft.  In  this  manner,  people  of  the 
moft  oppofite  characters  make  up  the  fubjecl  of 
a  bet.  A  player  perhaps  is  pitted  again  ft  a  duke, 
an  alderman  againft  a  biihop,  or  a  pimp  with  a 
privy-counfellor.  There  is  fcarce  one  remark- 
able perfon,  upon  whofe  life  there  are  not  many 
thoufand  pounds  depending;  or  one  perfon  of 
quality,  whofe  death  will  not  leave  feveral  of 
thefe  kind  of  mortgages  upon  his  eftate.  The 
various  changes  in  the  health  of  one,  who  is  the 
fubjecl:  of  many  bets,  occafion  very  ferious  re- 
flections in  thofe,  who  have  ventured  large  fums 
on  his  life  and  death.  Thofe,  who  would  be 
gainers  by  his  deceafe,  upon  every  flight  indifpo- 

fition. 
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fition,  watch  all  the  ftages  of  his  illnefs,  and  are 
as  impatient  for  his  death,  as  the  undertaker 
who  expects  to  have  the  care  of  his  funeral ; 
while  the  other  fides  are  very  follicitous  about  his 
recovery,  fend  every  hour  to  know  how  he  does, 
and  take  as  much  care  of  him,  as  a  clergyman's 
wife  does  of  her  hufband,  who  has  no  other  for- 
tune than  his  living.  I  remember  a  man  with 
the  conftitution  of  a  porter,  upon  whofe  life  very 
great  odds  were  laid ;  but  when  the  perfon  he 
was  pitted  againft,  was  expected  to  die  every 
week,  this  man  fhot  himfelf  through  the  head, 
and  the  knowing  ones  were  taken  in. 

THOUGH  mod  of  our  follies  are  imported 
from  France^  this  has  had  it's  rife  and  progrefs 
entirely  in  England.  In  the  laft  illnefs  of 
Louis  the  fourteenth,  lord  Stair  laid  a  wager  on 
his  death ;  and  we  may  guefs  what  the  French 
thought  of  it,  from  the  manner  in  which  Voltaire 
mentions  it  his  Siecle  de  Louis  xiv.  "  Le  Roi 
"  fut  attaque  vers  le  milieu  du  mois  d'Aout. 
<e  Le  Comte  de  Stair  AmbafTadeur  d'Angleterre 
"  PARIA,  felon  le  genie  de  fa  nation^  que  le  Roi 
"  ne  pafleroit  pas  le  mois  de  Septembre."  "  The 
"  King  (fays  he)  was  taken  ill  about  the  middle 
"  of  Auguft ;  when  lord  Stair,  the  ambafTador 
"  from  England,  BETTED,  according  to  the  genius 
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"  of  his  nation,  that  the  King  would  not  live 
"  beyond  September." 

I  AM  in  fome  pain,  left  this  cuftom  fhould  get 
among  the  ladies.  They  are  at  prefent  very 
deep  in  cards  and  dice;  and  while  my  lord  is 
gaming  abroad,  her  ladyfhip  has  her  rout  at 
home.  I  am  inclined  to  fufpeft,  that  our  women 
of  fafhion  will  alfo  learn  to  divert  themfelves 
with  this  polite  practice  of  laying  wagers. 
A  birth-day  fuit,  the  age  of  a  beauty,  who  in- 
vented a  particular  fafliion,  or  who  were  fuppofed 
to  be  together  at  the  laft  mafquerade,  would 
frequently  give  occafion  for  bets.  This  would 
alfo  afford  them  a  new  method  for  the  ready 
propagation  of  fcandal ;  as  the  truth  of  feveral 
ftories,  which  are  continually  flying  about  the 
town,  would  naturally  be  brought  to  the  fame 
left.  Should  they  proceed  further  to  ftake  the 
lives  of  their  acquaintance  againft  each  other, 
they  would  doubtlefs  bet  with  the  fame  fearlefs 
fpirit,  as  they  are  known  to  do  at  brag  :  the  huf- 
band  of  one  would  perhaps  be  pitted  againft  the 
gallant  of  another,  or  a  woman  of  the  town  againft 
a  maid  of  honour.  And  perhaps  if  this  practice 
fhould  once  become  fafhionable  among  the  ladies, 
we  may  foon  fee  the  time,  when  an  allowance  for 
bet-money  will  be  ftipulated  in  the  marriage-articles. 

As 


NMS-    Tk  CONNOISSEUR.       nf 

As  the  vices  and  follies  of  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion  are  very  apt  to  fpread,  I  am  alfo  much  afraid, 
left  this  branch  of  gaming  fhould  defcend  to  the 
common  people.  Indeed,  it  feems  already  to 
have  got  among  them.  We  have  frequent  ac- 
counts in  the  daily  papers  of  tradefmen  riding, 
walking,  eating  and  drinking,  for  a  wager. 
The  contefted  election  in  the  city  has  occafioned 
fever al  extraordinary  bets :  I  know  a  butcher  in 
Leaden-Hall  market,  who  laid  an  ox  to  a  fhin 
of  beef,  on  the  fuccefs  of  Sir  John  Barnard 
againft  the  field ;  and  have  been  told  of  a  pub- 
lican in  Tbames-Jlnet,  who  ventured  an  hogfhead 
of  entire  butt,  on  the  candidate  who  ferves 
him  with  beer. 

WE  may  obferve,  that  the  fpirit  of  gaming 
difplays  itfelf  with  as  much  variety  among  the 
loweft,  as  the  higheft  order  of  people.  It  is  the 
fame  thing,  whether  the  dice  rattle  in  an  orange 
barrow,  or  at  the  hazard  table.  A  couple  of 
chairman  in  a  night-cellar  are  as  eager  at  put  or 
all-fours,  as  a  party  at  St.  James's  at  a  rubber  of 
whift  ;  and  the  E  O  table  is  but  an  higher  fort 
of  Merry- go-round,  where  you  may  get  fix  half- 
pence for  one,  fix  pence  for  one,  and  fix  two- 
pences  for  one.  If  the  practice  of  Pitting  fhould 
be  alfo  propagated  among  the  vulgar,  it  will  be 
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oommon  for  prize-fighters  to  flake  their  lives 
againft  each  other;  and  two  pick -pockets  may 
lay  which  of  them  ihall  firft  go  to  the  gallows. 

To  give  the  reader  a  full  idea  of  a  perfon  of 
fafhion  wholly  employed  in  this  manner,  I  (hall 
conclude  my  paper  with  the  character  of  Mon- 
tana. Montano  was  born  heir  to  a  nobleman 
remarkable  for  deep  play ;  from  whom  he  very 
early  imbibed  the  principles  of  gaming.  When 
he  firft  went  to  fchool,  he  foon  became  the  moft 
expert  of  any  of  his  play-fellows :  he  was  fure  to 
win  all  their  marbles  at  taw,  and  would  often 
ftrip  them  of  their  whole  week's  allowance  at 
chuck.  He  was  afterwards  at  the  Head  of  every 
match  at  football  or  cricket ;  and  when  he  was 
captain,  he  took  in  all  the  big  boys  by  making  a 
lottery,  but  went  away  without  drawing  the 
prizes.  He  is  frill  talked  of  at  the  fchool,  for  a 
famous  difpute  he  had  with  another  of  his  own 
caft  about  their  fuperiority  in  learning;  which 
they  decided,  by  toiling  up  heads  or  tails  who 
was  the  beft  fcholar,  Being  too  great  a  genius 
for  our  univerfitics  at  home,  he  was  fent  abroad 
on  his  travels,  but  never  got  further  than  Pans ; 
where  having  loft  a  confiderable  bet  of  four  to 
one  concerning  the  taking  a  town  in  Flanders,  he 
was  obliged  to  come  back  with  a  few  guineas  he 

borrowed 
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borrowed  to  bring  him  over.  Here  he  foon  be- 
came univerfally  known  by  frequenting  everv 
gaming-table,  and  attending  every  horfe-race  in 
the  kingdom.  He  firft  reduced  betting  into  an 
art,  and  made  ffflxtit  the  grand  market  for 
wagers.  He  is  at  length  fuch  an  adept  in  this 
art,  that  whatever  turn  things  take,  he  can  never 
lofe.  This  he  has  effected,  by  what  he  has 
taught  the  world  to  call  hedging  a  bet.  There  is 
fcarce  a  contefted  election  in  the  kingdom,  which 
will  not  end  to  his  advantage  j  and  he  has  lately 
fent  over  commiffions  to  Paris  to  take  up  bets  Jon 
the  recall  of  the  parliament.  He  was  the  firir, 
that  ftruck  out  the  above-mentioned  practice  of 
Pitting ;  in  which  he  is  fo  thoroughly  verfed, 
that  the  death  of  every  perfon  of  quality  may  be 
faid  to  bring  him  a  legacy ;  and  he  has  fo  con- 
trived the  bets  on  his  own  life,  that  (live  or  die) 
the  odds  are  in  his  favour. 


VOL.  I.  G  NUMB, 
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NUMB.  XVI.   Thurfday,  May  16,  1754. 

—    —   —    —     Altius  omnem 
Expediam  prima  repetens  ab  origine  famam. 

VIRG. 

/'//  trace  the  current  upwards,  as  it  flows, 
And  mark  the  fecret  fpring,  whence  firjl  it  rofe. 

To      Mr.      f  O  W  N. 

SIR,  Oxford,  May  12,   1754. 

YOUR  laft  week's  paper,  on  the  fubjecl:  of 
bets,  put  me  in  mind  of  an  extract  I  lately 
met  with  in  fome  news- papers,  from  the  "  Life 
cc  of  Pope  Sixtus  V.  tranflated  from  the  Italian  of 
*c  Gregorio  Lett  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Farnwortb" 
The  paffage  is  as  follows. 

IT  was  reported  in  Rome,  that  Drake  had  taken 
and  plundered  St.  Domingo  in  Hifpanicla,  and  carried 
off  an  immenfe  booty.  This  account  came  in  a  pri- 
vate letter  to  Paul  Seccbi,  a  very  confiderable  mer- 
chant in  the  city,  who  had  large  concerns  in  thofe 
parts,  which  he  had  infured.  Upon  receiving  this 
news,  he  fent  for  the  infurer  Sam/en  Ceneda,  a  Jeivt 
and  acquainted  him  with  it.  The  Jew,  whofe  in- 
terefl  it  was  to  have  fuch  a  report  thought  falfe,  gave 

many 


N°.  1 6.    The  CONNOISSEUR.       123 

many  reafons  why  it  could  not  poffibly  be  true  ?  and 
at  laft  worked  himfelf  up  into  fuch  a  paflion,  that  he 
faid,  I'll  lay  you  a  pound  of  my  flefh  it  is  a  lye. 
Secchiy  who  was  of  a  fiery  hot  temper,  replied,  I'll 
lay  you  a  thoufand  crowns  againft  a  pound  of  your 
flefh,  that  it  is  true.  The  Jew  accepted  the  wager, 
and  articles  were  immediately  executed  betwixt 
them,  That  if  Seccbi  won,  he  mould  himfelf  cut  the 
flelh.  with  a  fharp  knife  from  whatever  part  of  the 
Jew's  body  he  pleafed.  The  truth  of  the  account 
was  foon  confirmed  ;  and  the  Jew  was  almoft  dif- 
trafted,  when  he  was  informed,  that  Seccbi  had  fo- 
lemnly  fworn  he  would  compel  him  to  the  exaft  li- 
teral performance  of  his  contract.  A  report  of  this 
tranfaction  was  brought  to  the  Pope,  who  fent  for 
the  parties,  and  being  informed  of  the  whole  affair, 
faid,  "  When  contracts  are  made,  it  is  juft  they 
"  mould  be  fulfilled,  as  this  mall.  Take  a  knife 
"  therefore,  Seccbi,  and  cut  a  pound  of  flefh  from 
"  any  part  you  pleafe  of  the  Jew's  body.  We  ad- 
"  vife  you,  however,  to  be  very  careful ;  for  if  you 
"  cut  but  a  fcruple  more  or  lefs  than  your  due,  you 
"  mail  certainly  be  hanged." 

WHAT  induced  me  to  trouble  you  with  this, 
is  a  remark  made  by  the  editor,  "  that  the  fcene 
"  between  Shy  lock  and  Antonio  in  the  Merchant  of 
"  Venice  is  borrowed  from  this  ftory."  I  fhould 
perhaps  have  acquiefced  in  this  notion,  if  I  had 
not  feen  a  note  in  the  "  Obfervations  on  Spenfers 
G  2  "  Faerie 
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"  Faerie  ^ueme^  by  Mr.  T.  Barton  of  Trinity 
<c  College^"  where  he  feems  to  have  difcovered 
the  real  fource  from  which  Shakefpeare  drew  his 
fable,  which  (he  informs  us)  is  founded  upon  an 
ancient  Ballad.  The  admirers  of  Sbahfpeare  are 
obliged  to  him  for  this  curious  difcovery  :  but  as 
Mr.  Warton  has  only  given  fome  extracts,  they 
would  undoubtedly  be  glad  to  fee  the  whole. 
This  Ballad  is  molt  probably  no  where  to  be  met 
with,  but  in  the  AJhrnolean  Mtifaum  in  this  Uni- 
verfity,  where  it  was  depofited  by  that  famous 
antiquary  Anthony  a  Wood :  I  have  therefore  fent 
you  a  faithful  tranfcript  of  it ;  and  you  muft  agree 
with  me,  that  it  will  do  you  more  credit,  as  a 
CONNOISSEUR,  to  draw  this  hidden  treafure 
into  light,  than  if  you  had  difcovered  an  Otbo 
or  a  Niger. 

A        SONG. 

Shewing  the  crueltie  of  GERNUTUS  a  JEW,  who 
lending  to  a  merchant  an  hundred  crownes,  would 
have  a  pound  of  his  fiefhe,  becaufe  he  could  not 
pay  him  at  the  time  appointed. 


I 


N  Vtnke  town  not  long  agoe 
A  cruel  Jw  did  dwell, 


Which  lived  all  on  ufurie, 
As  Italian  writers  tell. 


Gcrnutus  called  was  the  Jciv, 
Which  never  thought  to  die, 

Nor  never  yet  did  any  good 
To  them  in  ftreets  that  lye. 


His 
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His  life  was  like  a  barrow  hogge, 
That  liveth  many  a  day, 

Yet  never  once  doth  any  good, 
Until  men  will  him  flay. 

Or  like  a  filthy  heap  of  dung, 

That  lyeth  in  a  hoord  ; 
Which  never  can  dy  any  good, 

Till  it  be  fpread  abroad. 

So  fares  it  with  this  ufnrer, 

He  cannot  fleep  in  reft, 
For  fear  the  theefe  doth  him  purfue 

To  pluck  him  from  his  neft. 

His  heart  doth  think  on  many  a 
wile, 

How  to  deceive  the  poore  ; 
His  mouth  is  almoft  full  of  mucke, 

Yet  ftill  he  gapes  for  more. 

His  wife  muft  lend  a  /hilling, 
For  every  weeke  a  penny, 

Yet  bring   a  pledge  that's  double 

worth, 
If  that  you  •will  have  any. 

Andfee(likewife)youkeepyourday, 

Or  elfe  you  loofe  it  all  : 
This  was  the  living  of  his  wife, 

Her  cow  &e  dotn  it  call. 

Within  that  citie  dwelt  that  time 
A  merchant  of  great  fame, 

Which  being  diftrefled,  in  his  need 
Unto  Gernutus  came  : 

Defiring  him  to  ftand  his  friend, 
For  twelve  moneth  and  a  day, 

To  lend  to  him  an  100  crownes. 
And  he  for  it  would  pay 

Whatfoever  he  would  demand  of  him 
And  pledges  he  fliould  have : 

No  (  qd.  the  Jew    with    fleering 

lookes) 
Sir  alke  what  you  will  have. 
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No  penny  for  the  loane  of  it 
For  one  yeere  you  fliall  pay  ; 

You  may  do  me  as  good  a  turne, 
Before  my  dying  d.iy. 

But  \ve  will  have  a  merry  jeaft 

For  to  be  talked  long  : 
You  fhall  make  mea  bond  (quoth  he) 

That  fhall  be  lar^e  and  ftrong. 

And  this  fliall  be  the  forfeiture, 
Of  your  owne  fleflie  a  pound, 

If  you  agree,   malce  you  the  bond, 
And  here's  a  hundred  crownes. 


The  fecond  part  of  the  Jnu^s  cru- 
eltie  j  fetting  forth  the  merci- 
fulnefTe  of  the  Judge  towards 
the  Merchant. 

With  right  good  will  the  merchant 

faid, 

And  fo  the  bond  was  made, 
When  twelve  months  and  a  day 

drew  on 
That  back  it  fliould  be  payd. 

Themerchant'sfhipswereallaf  fea, 
And  money  came  not  in  ; 

Which  way  to  take,  or  what  to  doe 
To  thinke  he  doth  begin, 

And  to  Gernutus  ftraight  he  comes 
With  cap  and  bended  knee, 

And  fayd  to  him  of  curtefie 
I  pray  you  bear  with  me. 

MY  day  is  come,  sisd  I  have  not 

The  money  for  to  pay  : 
And  little  good  the  forfeiture 

Will  doe  you  I  dare  lay, 

With  all  my  heart,  Gernutus  faid, 
Command  it  to  your  minde  : 

In  things  of  bigger  weight  than  th's 
You  lhall  me  readic  finde. 

G  3  H 
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He  goes  his  way ;  the  day  once  paft 
Gernutus  doth  not  flacke 

To  get  a  feijeant  prefentiie, 
And  clapt  him  on  the  backe. 

And  layd  him  into  prifon  flrong, 
And  fued  his  bond  withall  j 

And  when  the  judgment  day  was 

come, 
For  judgment  he  doth  call. 

The  merchant's  friends  came  thi- 
ther faft, 

With  many  a  weeping  eye, 
For  other  means  they  could  not  find, 

But  he  that  day  muft  dye. 

Some  offered  for  his  100  crownes 
Five  hundred  for  to  pay  j 

And  fome  a  thoufand,  two  or  three, 
Yet  ftill  he  did  denay. 

And  at  the  laft  10,000  crownes 
They  offered  him  to  fave, 

Gernutus  faid,  I  will  no  gold, 
My  forfeit  I  will  have. 

A  pound  of  fleflie  is  my  demand, 
And  that  fhall  be  my  hyre. 

Then  faid  the  judge  yet  my  good 
Let  me  of  you  defire,  [friend 

To  take  the  fleflie  from  fuch  a  place 
As  yet  you  let  him  live  ; 

Doefo,  and  lo  an  100  crownes, 
To  thee  here  will  I  give. 

NO,  no,  quoth  he,  no  judgment  here 
For  this  it  fliall  be  tryde, 

For  I  will  have  my  pound  of  fleflie 
From  under  his  right  fide. 

It  grieved  all  the  companie, 

His  crueltie  to  fee 
For  neither  friend  not  foe  could  help 

But  he  muft  fpoyled  bee. 


The  bloudie  Jew  now  ready  is 
With  whetted  blade  in  hand, 

To  fpoyle  the  bloud  of  innocent, 
By  forfeit  of  his  bond. 

And  as  he  was  about  to  ftrike 
In  him  the  deadly  blow  : 

Stay  (quoth  the  Judge)  thy  crueltie 
I  charge  thee  to  do  fo. 

Sith  needs  thou  wilt  thy  forfeit  have 
Which  is  of  fiefhe  a  pound  : 

See  that  thou  /lied  no  drop  of  bloud, 
Nor  yet  the  man  confound. 

For  if  thou  doe,  like  murtherer, 
Thou  here  flialt  hanged  be  : 

Likewife  of  fleflie  fee  that  thou  cut 
No  more  than  longs  to  thee. 

For  if  thou  take  either  more  or  lefle, 
To  the  value  of  a  mite, 

Thou  flialt  be  hanged  prefently 
As  is  both  law  and  right. 

Gernutus  now  waxt  frantic  mad, 
And  wotes  not  what  to  fay  : 

Quoth  he  at  laft,  10,000  crownes 
I  will  that  he  fliall  pay. 

And  fo  I  grant  to  fet  him  free : 
The  Judge  doth  anfwere  make, 

You  fliall  not  have  a  penny  given, 
Your  forfeiture  now  take. 

At  the  laft  he  doth  demand, 
But  for  to  have  his  own  : 

No,  quoth  the  Judge,  do  as  you  lift, 
Thy  Judgment  fliall  be  fliowne. 

Either  take  your  pound  of  fleflie, 
(qd.  he) 

Or  cancell  me  your  bond  : 
O  cruell  Judge  then  quoth  the  Jnut 

That  doth  againft  me  ftand. 

And 
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And  fo  with  griped  grieved  minde 
He  biddeth  them  farewell  : 

All  the  people  prays'd  the  lord 
That  ever  this  heard  tell. 

Good  people  that  do  hear  this  fong, 
For  truth  I  dare  well  fay, 

That  many  a  wretch  as  ill  as  he 
Doth  live  now  at  this  day, 


That  feeketh  nothing  but  the  fpoyle 
Of  many  a  wealthie  man, 

And  for  to  trap  the  innocent, 
Devifeih  what  they  can. 

From  whom  the  Lord  deliver  me, 
And  every  Chriftian  too, 

And  fend  to  them  like  fentence  eke, 
That  meaneth  fo  to  do. 


Printed 'at  London  by  E.  P.  for  J.  Wright  dwelling  in  Gilt-fpur-ftreet. 

IT  will  be  proper  to  fubjoin  what  the  ingenious 
Mr.  JVartcn  has  obferved  upon  this  fubject. — "  It  may 
"  be  objected,  fays  he,  that  this  Ballad  might  have 
"  been  written  after,  and  copied  from,  Shakefpearis 
"  play.  But  if  that  had  been  the  cafe,  it  is  moft 
*'  likely,  that  the  author  would  have  preferved  Shake- 
"  fpearis  name  of  Sbylock  for  the  Jeiv;  and  nothing 
<c  is  more  likely,  than  that  Sbahfpeare^  in  copying 
<c  from  this  Ballad,  fhould  alter  the  name  from  Ger- 
u  nutus  to  one  more  'Jewijk.  Another  argument  is> 
"  that  our  Ballad  has  the  air  of  a  narrative  written 
"  before  Shakefpearis  play ;  I  mean,  that,  if  it  had 
"  been  written  after  the  play,  it  would  have  been 
"  much  more  full  and  circumftantial.  At  prefent,  it 
<fc  has  too  much  the  nakednefs  of  an  original.'* 

IT  would,    indeed,  be  abfurd   to  think,   that  this 
Ballad  was  taken  from  Sbakejpeare  s  play,  as  they  difTer 
in  the   moft  eflential  circumftances.     The  fum  bor- 
rowed is  in  the  former  an  hundred  crowns,  in  the 
G  4  latter 
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latter  three  thoufand  ducats :  The  time  limited  for  pay- 
ment in  the  one  is  only  three  months,  in  the  other  a 
year  and  a  day  :  In  the  play  the  merchant's  motive  for 
borrowing,  (which  is  finely  imagined  by  Shakefpeare^ 
and  is  conducive  to  the  general  plot)  is  not  on  account 
of  his  own  neceflities,  but  for  the  fervice  of  his  friend. 
To  thefe  we  may  add,  that  the  clofe  of  the  ftory  is 
finely  heightened  by  Shakefpeare.  A  mere  copyift, 
fuch  as  we  may  fuppofc  a  Ballad-maker,  would  not 
have  eiven  himfelf  the  trouble  to  alter  circumftances  : 
at  leaft  he  would  not  have  changed  them  fo  much  for 
the  worfe.  But  this  matter  feems  to  be  placed  out  of 
all  doubt  by  the  firft  ftanza  of  the  Ballad,  which  in- 
forms us,  that  the  ftory  was  taken  from  feme  Italian 
novel.  "  Thus  much  therefore  is  certain,  (as  Mr. 
"  Warton  obferves)  that  Shakefpeare  either  copied 
"  from  that  Italian  novel,  or  from  this  Ballad.  Now 
"  we  have  no  translation,  I  prefume,  of  fuch  a  novel 
"  into  Englijh.  If  then  it  be  granted,  that  Shakefpeare 
"  generally  took  his  Italian  (lories  from  their  Englijh 
11  tranflations,  and  that  the  arguments  above,  con- 
"  cerning  the  prior  antiquity  of  this  Ballad,  are 
"  true,  it  will  follow,  that  Shakefpeare  copied  from 
"  this  Ballad." 

UPON  the  whole,  it  is  very  likely,  that  the  Italian 
novel,  upon  which  this  Ballad  feems  founded,  took 
its  rife  (with  an  inverfion  of  the  circumftances)  from 

the 
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the  abovementioned  ftory  in  the  "  Life  of  Pope 
<c  Sixtus  V."  the  memory  of  which  muft  have 
been  then  recent.  I  fhould  be  glad  if  any  of 
your  readers  can  give  any  further  light  into  this 
affair,  and,  if  poflible,  acquaint  the  public,  from 
whence  Sbakefpeare  borrowed  the  other  part  of  his 
fable  concerning  Portia  and  the  Cafkets ;  which, 
it  is  more  than  probable,  is  drawn  from  fome 
other  novel  well  known  in  his  time. 

I  CANNOT  conclude  without  remarking,  with 
what  art  and  judgment  Sbakefpeare  has  wove  to- 
gether thefe  different  {lories  of  the  Jew-*  and  the 
Cafkets ;  from  both  which  he  has  formed  one  ge- 
neral fable,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  ftale 
artifice  of  eking  out  a  barren  fubject  with  im- 
pertinent underplots, 

I  am,    SIR, 
T  Your  humble  fervant,  &c. 


NUMB, 
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NUMB.  XVII.    Thurfday^  May  23,   1754. 


—    —    paulo  plus  artis  Athenas.          HOR. 

Scarce  more  with  Athens  Science  cbofe  to  dwell, 
Or  Grecian  pods  Grub-ftreet  bards  excelL 

To      Mr.       f  0  WN. 

S  I  R, 

THOUGH  many  hiftorians  have  defcribed 
the  city  of  London  (in  which  we  may  in- 
clude Wejlminfler)  with  great  accuracy,  yet  they 
have  not  fet  it  out  in  the  full  light,  which  at 
prefent  it  deferves.  They  have  not  diftinguifhed 
it  as  an  Univerfity.  Paris  is  an  Univerfity, 
Dublin  is  an  Univerfity,  even  Mofcow  is  an  Uni- 
verfity. But  London  has  not  yet  been  honoured 
with  that  tide.  I  will  allow  our  metropolis  to 
have  been  intended  originally,  only  as  a  city  of 
trade;  and  I  will  farther  own,  that  fcarce  any 
fciences,  except  fuch  as  were  purely  mercantile, 
were  cultivated  in  it,  till  within  thefe  laft  thirty 
years.  But  from  that  period  of  time,  I  may  fay 
an  whole  army,  as  it  were,  of  arts  and  fciences 
have  amicably  marched  in  upon  us,  and  have 
fixed  themfelves  as  auxiliaries  to  our  capital. 

THE 
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THE  four  greater  faculties,  I  mean  Theology, 
Law,  Medicine,  and  Philofophy,  which  are 
taught  in  other  Univerfities,  are  in  their  highcft 
perfection  here.  The  profperity  of  the  firft  may 
be  feen  by  the  crouded  churches  every  Sunday, 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  fecond  by  the  number- 
lefs  young  ftudents,  who  conftantly  dine  in  their 
refpeclive  halls  at  the  feveral  Inns  of  Court. 
Thefe  two  faculties  have  of  late  received  confi- 
derable  improvements,  but  particularly  that  of 
Theology ;  as  is  manifeft  from  feveral  new  and 
aftonifhing  opinions,  which  have  been  ftarted 
among  us.  There  have  rifen,  within  thefe  few- 
years,  very  numerous  tribes  of  Methodifls,  Mo- 
ravians^ MiddleionianS)  Muggletonians,  Hutchin- 
fcmanS)  &c.  In  a  word,  our  fe&s  are  multiplied 
to  fuch  an  infinite  degree,  that  (as  Voltaire  has  be- 
fore obferved)  "  every  man  may  now  go  to  heaven 
"  his  own  way."  Can  the  Divinity-Schools  boaft 
fuch  found  doctrine  as  the  Foundery  in  Moorfields  ? 
Or  were  ever  Fellows  of  Colleges  fuch  adepts  in 
Matrimony,  as  the  reverend  Doctors  of  the  Fleet  9 
or  the  Primate  of  May-Fair  ? 

THE  theory  of  Medicine  may  undoubtedly  be 

taught   at  Oxford  and   Cambridge  in  a  tolerable 

manner ;  but  the  art  itfelf  can  only  be  learned, 

where  it  fiourifhcs,  at  Lcudon.     Do  not  our  daily 

G  6  papers 
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papers  give  us  a  longer  lift  of  medicines,  than  are 
contained  in  any  of  the  Difpenfatories  ?  And  are 
we  not  conftantly  told  of  furprifing  antidotes, 
certain  cures,  and  never  failing  remedies  for  every 
complaint  ?  And  are  not  each  of  thefe  fpecifics 
equally  efficacious  in  one  diftemper  as  another, 
from  the  Grand  Reftorative  Elixir  of  Life  down 
to  the  Infallible  Corn-Salve,  as  thoufands  have 
experienced  ?  With  what  pleafure  and  admira- 
ration  have  I  beheld  the  Macbam  of  our  times, 
Dr.  Richard  Rock^  difpenfing  from  his  one-horfe- 
chaife  his  Cathartic  Antivenereal  Ele&ary,  his 
Itch  Powder,  and  his  Quintefience  of  Vipers ! 
It  may  be  afked.  Is  he  a  Graduate  ?  is  he  a 
Regular  Phyfician  ?  No,  he  is  fuperior  to  Regu- 
larity. He  defpifes  the  formality  of  Academical 
Degrees.  He  ftiles  himfelf  M.  L.  He  is  a  London 
Phyfician,  or,  as  Mollere  would  exprefs  it, 
Gejl  un  Aledcdn  de  Londres. 

AFTER  Medicine  let  us  confider  Logic.  How 
is  that  mod  ufeful  art  taught  in  the  two  Univer- 
fities  ?  Is  it  not  clogged  with  fuch  barbarous 
terms,  as  tend  to  puzzle  and  confound,  rather 
than  enlighten  or  direct  the  underftanding  ?  Is  it 
not  taught  in  a  dead,  I  had  almoft  faid,  in  a 
Popifh.  tongue  ?  Is  it  not  over-run  with  dry  dif- 
tinftions,  and  ufelefs  fubtleties?  Where  then  is 
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it  to  be  learned  in  all  the  purity  of  reafon,  and  the 
dignity  of  language  ?  Neither  at  Oxford  nor  at 
Cambridge^  but  at  the  Robin  Hood  Alehoufe  in 
Butcher-Row  near  Temple- Bar. 

FROM  Logic  let  us  proceed  to  Eloquence  : 
And  let  us  ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  neither  of 
our  Univerfities  can  boaft  an  Orator  equal  to  the 
renowned  Henley.  Has  he  not  all  the  qualifica- 
tions required  by  Tully  in  a  complete  Orator  ? 
Has  he  not  been  followed  by  the  greateft  men  of 
the  nation  ?  Yet  has  this  modeft  divine  never  de- 
rived any  title  to  himfelf  from  his  own  rhetoric, 
except  fuch  an  one  as  his  extraordinary  elocution 
naturally  befrowed  upon  him.  Might  he  not  have 
called  himfelf  Prefident  of  the  Butchers  ?  Dean 
of  Marrow-bones  and  Cleavers  ?  or  Warden  of 
Clare-Market  ?  Certainly  he  might.  Therefore, 
if  it  were  for  his  fake  only,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, London  ought  immediately  to  afllime  the 
title  of  an  Univerfity ;  and  the  butchers  of  Clare- 
Market,  who  have  fo  conftantly  attended  Mr. 
Henley' 's  Lectures,  ought  to  be  prefented  with 
Honorary  Degrees. 

I  KNOW  not  what  pretenfions  the  Univerfities 
may  have  had  originally  to  adopt  Mufic  among 
the  reft  of  their  fciences :  perhaps  they  have  af- 

fumed 
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fumed  a  right  of  beftowing  degrees  in  Mufic, 
from  their  being  called  the  feats  of  the  Mufes ; 
as  it  is  well  known,  that  Apollo  was  a  fidler,  as 
well  as  a  poet  and  a  phyfician ;  and  the  Mufes 
are  faid  to  have  delighted  in  fiddling  and  piping. 
The  young  ftudents,  I  am  told,  of  either  Uni- 
verfity  are  more  ambitious  to  excel  in  this  fcience 
than  any  other,  and  fpend  moft  of  their  time  in 
the  ftudy  of  the  Gamut :  but  their  knowledge  in 
Harmonks  is  feldom  carried  farther  than  /  love 
Sue,  or  Ally  Croker.  In  this  point  London  has 
undoubtedly  a  better  title  to  be  called  an  Uni- 
verfity.  Did  Oxford  or  Cambridge  ever  produce 
an  Opera,  though  they  have  the  advantage  of 
languages  fo  very  little  known,  as  the  Greek  and 
even  Hebrew,  to  compofe  in  ?  Had  ever  any  of 
their  ProfefTors  the  leaft  idea  of  a  Burletta  ?  Or 
are  any  of  their  moft  fublime  Anthems  half  fo  ra- 
vi(hing  as  Footers  Minuet  from  the  Hand  Organ  of 
the  little  Savoyard  Duchefs  ?  Are  thofe  claflical 
inftruments  the  Doric  Lute,  the  Syrinx,  or  the 
Fijlula,  to  be  compared  to  the  melody  of  the 
Wooden  Spoons,  the  Jews-Harp,  and  Salt-Box, 
at  Mrs.  Midnights  ? 

BUT  there  are  no  doctrines  more  forcibly  in- 
culcated among  us  than  thofe  of  Ethics,  or  Moral 
Philofophy.  What  are  the  precepts  of  Plato, 
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Epiftetus,  or  Tulfy,  in  comparifon  to  the  moral 
lefibns  delivered  by  our  periodical  writers  ?  And 
are  not  you,  Mr.  TOWN,  a  wifer  man  than  So- 
crates  ?  But  the  age  is  more  particularly  indebted, 
for  it's  prefent  univerfal  purity  of  manners,  to 
thofe  excellent  rules  for  the  conduct  of  life  con- 
tained in  our  modern  novels.  From  thefe  moral 
works  might  be  compiled  an  entire  new  fyftem 
of  Ethics,  far  fuperior  to  the  exploded  notions  of 
mufty  Academics,  and  adapted  to  the  practice 
of  the  prefent  times.  Cato,  we  are  told,  com- 
mended a  young  man,  whom  he  faw  coming  out 
of  the  public  flews,  becaufe  he  imagined  it 
might  preferve  him  from  the  crime  of  adultery ; 
and  the  Spartans  ufed  to  make  their  ilaves  drunk 
in  the  prefence  of  their  youth,  that  they  might 
be  deterred  from  the  like  debaucheries.  For  the 
fame  reafons,  we  may  fuppofe,  that  our  taverns 
and  bagnios  are  fo  much  frequented  by  our  young 
people^  and  in  this  light  we  may  fairly  confider 
them  as  fo  many  Schools  of  Moral  Phi lofophy. 

IF  we  are  willing  to  turn  our  thoughts  towards 
Experimental  Philofophy,  can  the  feveral  Uni- 
verfities  of  the  whole  world  produce  fuch  a  va- 
riety of  inftruments,  fo  judicioufly  collected,  for 
AftronomicaJ,  Geographical,  and  all  other  fci- 

entific 
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entific  obfervations,  as  are  to  be  feen  in  the  two 
amazing  repertories  of  Mr.  ProfeiTor  Deard  in 
the  Strand,  and  of  Mr.  Profeflbr  Rujfel  at  Charing 
Crofs  ?  It  were  endlefs  to  enumerate  particulars  ; 
but  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  thofe  elegant  ^ 
little  portable  telefcopes,  that  are  made  ufe  of  in 
all  public  places ;  by  which  it  is  evident,  that 
even  our  fine  ladies  and  gentlemen  are  become 
proficients  in  Optics. 

THE  Univerfities  feem  to  pride  themfelves 
greatly  on  their  choice  collections  of  curious  and 
invaluable  trifles,  which  are  there  preferved, 
only  becaufe  they  were  not  thought  worth  pre- 
ferving  any  where  elfe.  But  is  the  AJhmolean 
Collection  of  Rarities,  comparable  to  the  Nick- 
nackatory  of  Mr.  Pinchbeck  ?  Or  are  any  of  their 
Mufaeums  ftored  with  fuch  precious  curiofities, 
as  are  frequently  feen  in  Mr.  LangfircTs  Audion- 
Room  ?  Strangers,  who  think  it  worth  while  to 
go  fo  far  as  Oxford  or  Cambridge  to  fee  fights, 
may  furely  meet  with  as  much  fatisfa£tion  at 
London.  Are  the  two  little  pigmies,  ftriking  a 
clock  at  Carfax  in  Oxford^  within  any  degree 
of  comparifon  with  the  two  noble  giants  at  St. 
Dunflans  church  in  Fleet- Street ;  to  fay  nothing  of 
their  enormous  brethren  at  Guild-Hall?  Are  any 

of 
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of  the  College  Halls  in  either  of  the  Univerhties, 
fo  magnificent  as  thofe  belonging  to  our  wor- 
fhipful  companies  ?  Or  can  the  Theatre  at  Ox- 
ford, or  the  Senate -hcufe  at  Cambridge,  vie  with 
that  ftupendous  piece  of  architecture  the  Manfion- 
Houfe,  fet  apart  for  our  Chancellor  the  Lord 
Mayor  ?  It  may  be  all  edged  perhaps,  that  thefe 
are  trifling  examples  of  fuperiority,  which  the 
younger  fifter  bears  over  her  two  elder :  but  at 
the  fame  time  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  (he 
excells  them  both  even  in  the  minutia  of  learning 
and  antiquity. 

W  E  muft  confefs,  that  Hydraulics,  or  the 
Motion  of  Fluids,  feem  to  be  taught  exactly  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  degree  of 
knowledge,  in  London  as  in  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 
The  Glafs  Tubes,  and  the  Syphons,  are  formed 
very  much  in  the  fame  fhape  and  fafhion.  The 
great  Hydroftatical  law,  "  That  all  fluids  gravi- 
"  tate  in  proprio  loco"  is  proved  by  the  fame 
kind  of  experiments.  The  feveral  ftudents,  of 
•whatever  age  or  ftation,  vie  with  each  other  in 
an  unwearied  application,  and  a  conftant  attend- 
ance to  this  branch  of  mixed  mathematics.  The 
Profeflbrs,  in  each  of  the  three  Univerfities,  are 
confefledly  very  great  men  :  but  I  hope  I  may  be 

forgiven, 
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forgiven,  if  I  wifh  to  fee  my  friend  Mr.  Ryan, 
Preiident  of  the  King's  Arms  in  Pall-Mall,  una- 
nimoufly  declared  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  London. 

I  am,   S  I  R, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

G.  K. 

NUMB.  XVIII.     Thurfday^  May  30,   1754. 

— —  Nihil  eft  furacius  illo  : 

Non  fuit  Autolyci  tam  piceata  manus. 

MART, 

Could  he  have  filch* d  but  half  fo  Jly  as  thee^ 
Crook-finger'd  Jack  bad  fcafd  the  triple  tree. 

AN"  information  was  the  other  day  laid  before 
a  magiftrate  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquarians,  againft  one  of  his  brethren  for 
a  robbery.     The  profecutor  dep-.-fed   upon   oath, 
that  the  other  had  called  upon  him  to  fee  his  col- 
lection of  medals,   and  took   an  opportunity  of 
ftealing  a  leathern  purfe,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  celerated  Tom  Hcarne,  in  which  were  con- 
tained 
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tained,  (befides  an  antique  piece  of  copper-mo- 
ney, place,  date,  name,  figure,  and  value  un- 
known}—a_pair  of  breeches  of  Oliver  Cromwell^ 
a  denarius  '  of  Trajan  worth  fifty  {hillings,  and  a 
queen  jfwie's  farthing  value  five  pounds.  He 
was  with  much  ado  diiluaded  from  carrying  on 
his  fuit  '3  as  the  magifrrate  convinced  him,  that 
however  highly  he  might  rate  his  own  treafures, 
a  jury,  who  were  no  Virtuofos^  would  confider 
a  farthing  merely  as  a  farthing,  and  look  upon 
a  copper  coin  of  a  Roman  Emperor  as  no  better 
than  a  king  Georges  halfpenny. 

I  CANNOT,  indeed,  without  great  concern, 
as  a  CONNOISSEUR,  reflect  on  the  known  dif- 
honefty  of  my  learned  brethren.  The  fcanda- 
lous  pra£ices,  wherever  their  darling  paflion  is 
interefted,  are  too  notorious  to  be  denied.  The 
moment  they  conceive  a  love  for  rareties  and  an- 
tiques, their  {rri<5t  notions  of  honour  niikppear; 
and  Tafte,  the  more  it  eftablifhes  their  venera- 
tion for  Virtu,  the  more  certainly  dc-fcroys  their 
integrity  :  as  ruft  enhances  the  vM'ie  of  an  old 
coin,  by  eating  up  the  figure  and  -infcription. 

MOST  people  are  mafters  of  a  kind  of  logic, 
by  which  they  argue  their  conferences  to  fleep, 
and  acquit  themfelves  of  doing  what  is  wrong. 

The 
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The  country  fquire  of  confirmed  honefty  in  all 
other  refpecls,  thinks  it  very  faif  to  over-reach 
you  in  the  fale  of  an  horfe  ;  and  the  man  of  plea- 
fure,  who  would  fcorn  to  pick  your  pocket,  or 
ilop  you  on  the  road,  regards  it  rather  as  gallan- 
try than  bafenefs,  to  intrigue  with  your  wife  or 
daughter.  In  the  fame  manner  the  Virtuofo  does 
not  look  on  his  thefts  as  real  acts  of  felony  ;  but 
while  he  owns  that  he  would  take  any  pains  to 
fteal  an  old  rufty  piece  of  brafs,  boafts  that  you 
may  fafcly  truft  him  with  untold  gold  :  though 
he  would  break  open  your  cabinet  for  a  fhell  or 
a  butterfly,  he  would  not  attempt  to  force  your 
efcritoire  or  your  ftrong  box  :  nor  would  he  offer 
the  leafl  violence  to  your  wife  or  daughter, 
though  perhaps  he  would  run  away  with  the  lit- 
tle finger  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis.  Upon  thefe 
principles  he  proceeds,  and  lays  hold  of  all  op- 
portunities to  increafe  his  collection  of  rarities : 
and  as  Mahomet  eftablifhed  his  religion  by  the 
fword,  the  CONNOISSEUR  enlarges  his  Mufaeum, 
and  adds  to  his  ftore  of  knowledge^  by  fraud 
and  petty  larceny, 

IF  the  libraries  and  cabinets  of  the  curious 
were,  like  the  daw  in  the  fable,  to  be  (tripped  of 
their  borrowed  ornaments,  we  fhould  in  many 
fee  nothing  but  bare  ihelves  and  empty  drawers. 

I  know 
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1  kno'w  a  medalift,  who  at  firft  fet  up  with  little 
more  than  a  paltry  feries  of  Englljh  coins  fince 
the  Reformation,  which  he  had  the  good  luck  to 
pick  up  at  their  intrinfic  value.  By  a  pliant  ufe 
of  his  ringers  he  foon  became  pofiefied  of  moft 
of  the  Traders ;  and  by  the  fame  flight  of  hand, 
he,  in  a  fhort  time  after,  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
great  part  of  the  Ctffars.  He  was  once  taken  up 
for  coining ;  a  forge,  a  crucible,  and  feveral  dies 
being  found  in  his  cellar :  but  he  was  acquitted, 
as  there  was  no  law  which  made  it  high  treafon 
to  counterfeit  the  image  of  a  Tiberius  or  a  Nero ; 
and  the  coin,  which  he  imitated,  was  current 
only  among  Virtuofos. 

I  REMEMBER  another,  who  picqued  himfelf  on 
his  collection  of  fcarce  editions  and  original  ma- 
nufcripts,  moil  of  which  he  had  purloined  from 
the  libraries  of  others.  He  was  continually  bor- 
rowing books  of  his  acquaintance,  with  a  refolu- 
tion  never  to  return  them.  He  would  fend  in  a 
great  hurry  for  a  particular  edition,  which  he 
wanted  to  confult  only  for  a  moment  j  but  when 
it  was  afked  for  again,  he  was  not  at  home,  or 
he  had  lent  it  to  another,  or  he  had  loft  it,  or  he 
could  not  find  it ;  and  fometimes  he  would  not 
fcruple  to  fwear,  that  he  had  himfelf  delivered  it 
into  the  owner's  hands.  -He  would  frequently 

fpoil 
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fpoil  a  fet  by  ftealing  a  volume,  and  then  pur- 
chafe  the  reft  for  a  trifle.  After  his  death  his  li- 
brary was  fold  by  auction ;  and  many  of  his 
friends  were  obliged  to  buy  up  their  own  books 
again  at  an  exorbitant  price. 

A  THOROUGH- BRED  Vtrtuofo  will  furmount 
all  fcruples  of  confcience,  or  encounter  any  dan- 
ger to  ferve  his  purpofe.  Moft  of  them  are 
cniefly  attached  to  fome  particular  branch  of 
knowledge  j  but  I  remember  one,  who  was  paf- 
fionately  fond  of  every  part  of  Virtu.  At  one 
time,  when  he  could  find  no  other  way  of  carry- 
ing off  a  medal,  he  ran  the  rifk  of  being  choaked 
by  (wallowing  it ;  and  at  another,  broke  his 
leg  in  fcaling  a  garden-wall  for  a  tulip-root,  But 
nothing  gave  him  ib  much  trouble  and  difficulty 
as  the  taking  away  pictures  and  ancient  marbles ; 
which  being  heavy  and  unweildy,  he  often  en- 
dangered his  life  to  gratify  his  curicfity.  He 
was  once  locked  up  all  night  in  the  Duke  cf 
Tufeanys  gallery,  where  he  took  out  an  original 
painting  of  Raphael,  and  dextroufly  placed  a 
copy  of  it  in  the  frame.  At  Venice  he  turned 
Roman  Catholic^  and  became  a  Jefuit^  in  order  to 
get  admittance  into  a  convent,  from  whence  he 
ftole  a  fine  head  of  Ignatim  Loyola ;  and  at  Con- 
Jlantinofyle  he  had  almoft  formed  a  refolution  of 

qualifying 
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qualifying  himfelf  for  the  Seraglio,  that  he  might 
find  means  to  carry  oft  a  picture  of  the  Grand 
Signior's  chief  miftrefs. 

THE  general  difhonefty  of  Connotffeurs  is  in- 
deed fo  well  known",  that  the  ftrictcft  precau- 
tion is  taken  to  guard  againft  it.  Medals  are  fe- 
cured  under  lock  and  key,  pitShires  fcrewed  to 
the  walls,  and  books  chained  to  the  (helves  ;  yet 
cabinets,  galleries,  and  libraries  are  continually 
plundered.  Many  of  the  maimed  ftatues  at  Rome 
perhaps  owe  their  prefent  ruinous  condition  to 
the  depredations  made  on  them  by  Virtuofcs :  the 
head  of  Henry  the  fifth  in  H'eftminfter-  Abby  was 
in  all  probability  ftolen  by  a  ConnoiJJeur ;  and  I 
know  one  who  has  at  different  times  pilfered  a 
great  part  of  queen  Catherine's  bones,  and  hopes 
in  a  little  while  to  be  mailer  of  the  whole  fkele- 
ton.  This  gentleman  has  been  detected  in  fo 
many  little  thefts,  that  he  has  for  Jeveral  years 
part  been  refufed  admittance  into  the  Mufseums 
of  the  curious;  and  he  is  lately  gone  abroad 
with  a  defign  upon  the  ancient  Greek  manufcripts 
difcovered  at  Herculaneum. 

* 

IT  may  feem  furprifing,  that  thefe  gentlemen 
fhould  have  hitherto  been  fuffered  to  efcape  un- 
punifhed  for  their  repeated  thefts  3  and  that  a 
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Virtuofo,  who  robs  you  of  an  Unic  of  ineftimable 
value,  fhould  even  glory  in  the  a&ion,  while  a 
poor  dog,  who  picks  your  pocket  of  fixpence,  (hall 
be  hanged  for  it.  What  a  (hocking  difgrace 
would  be  brought  upon  Tafte,  {hould  we  ever 
fee  the  dying  fpeech,  confefiion,  and  behaviour 
of  a  ConnoiJJeur,  related  in  the  Account  of  Male- 
factors by  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate!  Such  an 
accident  would  doubtlefs  bring  the  ftudy  of  Virtu 
into  ftill  more  contempt  among  the  ignorant, 
when  they  found  that  it  only  brought  a  man  to 
the  gallows  j  as  the  country  fellow,  when  he  faw 
an  attorney  (land  in  the  pillory  for  forgery,  fhook 
his  head,  and  cried,  "  Ay,  this  comes  of  your 
"  writing  and  reading."  It  were  perhaps  worthy 
the  confideration  of  the  legiflature  to  devife 
fome  punifhment  for  thefe  offenders,  which  fhould 
bear  fome  analogy  with  their  crimes :  and  as 
common  malefactors  are  delivered  to  the  fur- 
geons  to  be  anatomized,  I  would  propofe,  that  a 
Connotffeur  fhould  be  made  into  a  Mummy,  and 
preferred  in  the  Hall  of  the  Royal  Society,  for 
the  terror  and  admiration  of  his  brethren. 

I  SHALL  conclude  this  paper  with  the  rela- 
tion of  a  circumftance,  which  fell  within  my 
own  knowledge  when  I  was  abroad,  and  in 
which  I  declined  a  glorious  opportunity  of  fig- 

nalizing 
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nalizing  myfelf  as  a  ConnoiJ/cur.  While  I  was  at 
Rome,  a  young  phyfician  of  our  party,  who  was 
eaten  up  with  Vlrtu^  made  a  ferious  propofal  to 
us  of  breaking  into  one  of  the  churches  by  night, 
and  taking  away  a  famous  piece  of  painting  over 
the  altar.  As  I  had  not  quite  Tafte  enough  to 
come  at  once  into  his  fcheme,  I  could  not  help 
objecting  to  him,  that  it  was  a  robbery.  Pob9 
fays  he,  it  is  a  mofl  exquifite  piflure  ! — Ay,  but  it 
is  not  only  a  robbery,  but  facrilege. — Oh  it  is  a 
mofl  charming  piece  ! — Zounds,  do6tor,  but  if  we 
fhould  be  taken,  we  (hall  all  be  broke  upon  the 
wheel. — Then,  faid  he,  we  Jhall  die  MARTYRS. 


NUMB.  XIX.     Thurfday,  June  6,   1754. 

Pofcentes  vario  multum  diverfa  palato. 

Ho*. 

How  very  ill  our  different  taftes  agrce^ 
This  will  have  beef^  and  that  a  frlcajffee. 

I  HAVE  fele&ed  the  following  letters  from  a 
great  number,  which  I  have  lately  been  fa- 
voured with  from  unknown  correfpondents  \  and 
VOL.  I.  H  as 


146      rhe  CONNOISSEUR.    N°.  19. 

as  they  both  relate  nearly  to  the  fame  fubjec"r, 
I  (hall  without  further  preface  fubmit  them 
to  the  public. 

S  I  R, 

WHEN  you  was  got  into  White's,  I  was 
in  hopes,  that  you  would  not  have  con- 
fined yourfelf  merely  to  the  gaming-table,  but 
have  given  us  an  account  of  the  entertainment 
at  their  ordinaries.  A  bill  of  fare  from  thence 
would  have  been  full  as  diverting  to  your  readers, 
as  the  laws  of  the  game,  or  a  lift  of  their  bets. 
Thefe  gentlemen,  we  are  told,  are  no  lefs  adepts 
in  the  fcience  of  eating  than  of  gaming  :  and  as 
Hoyle  has  reduced  the  latter  into  a  new  and 
complete  fyftem,  1  could  wifli  that  their  cook, 
(who  to  be  fure  is  a  Frenchman)  would  alfo 
oblige  the  world  by  a  treatife  on  the  art  and 
myftery  of  fauces. 

INDEED,  Mr.  TOWN,  it  furprifes  me,  that 
you  have  fo  long  neglected  to  make  fome  reflec- 
tions on  the  Diet  of  this  great  city.  Dr.  Mar- 
tin Lifter j  who  was  univerfally  allowed  to  be  a 
great  Connoiffeur^  and  publifhed  feveral  learned 
treatifes  upon  cockle- (hells,  did  not  think  it  be- 
neath him  to  comment  on  the  works  of  Apldm 
Calius,  who  had  collected  together  many  valu- 
able 
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able  receipts  in  cookery,  as  pradifed  by  the  Ro- 
wans. If  you  would  preferve  your  papers  from 
the  indignity  of  covering  breafts  of  veal,  or 
wrapping  up  cutlets  a  la  Mamtenon^  I  would 
advife  you  to  lard  them  now  and  then  with  the 
ragouts  of  Heliogabalu^  or  a  parallel  between  our 
modern  foups  and  the  Lacedemonian  black  broth. 
Your  works  might  then  be  univerfally  read, 
from  the  miftrefs  in  the  parlour  down  to  the 
cookmaid  and  fcullion. 

IT  is  abfolutely  necefTary  for  people  of  all  tem- 
pers, complexions,  perfuafions,  habits,  and  fla- 
tions  of  life,  however  they  may  differ  in  other 
particulars,  to  concur  in  the  grand  article  of  eat- 
ing. And  as  the  humours  of  the  body  arife  from 
the  food  we  take  in,  the  difpofitions  of  the  mind 
feem  to  bear  an  equal  refemblance  to  our  places 
of  refrefhment.  You  have  already  taken  a  re- 
view of  our  feveral  coffee-houfes  ;  and  I  wifh 
you  would  proceed  to  delineate  the  different  cha- 
racters, that  are  to  be  found  in  our  taverns  and 
chop-houfest  A  friend  of  mine  always  judges  of 
a  man  of  tafte  and  fafhion,  by  afking,  who  is 
his  peruke-maker  or  his  taylor  ?  Upon  the  fame 
principles,  when  I  would  form  a  juft  opinion  of 
any  man's  temper  and  inclinations,  I  always  en- 
quire, where  does  he  dine  ? 

H2  THE 
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THE  difference  between  the  taverns  near 
St.  James's,  and  thofe  about  the  'Change^  confifts 
not  fo  much  in  the  coftlinefs  as  the  fubftance  of 
their  viands.  The  round-bellied  alderman,  who 
breathes  the  foggy  air  of  the  city,  requires  a 
more  folid  diet  than  the  light  kickfhaws  of  our 
meagre  perfons  of  quality.  My  lord,  or  Sir  John 
after  having  whiled  away  an  hour  or  two  at  the 
parliament- houfe,  drive  to  the  Star  and  Garter  to 
regale  on  Macaroni,  or  piddle  with  an  Ortolan  ; 
while  the  merchant,  who  has  plodded  all  the 
morning  in  the  Alley,  fits  down  to  a  Turtle- 
Feaft  at  the  Crown  or  the  King's  Arms,  and  crams 
himfelf  with  Calipafh  and  Calipee.  As  the  city 
taverns  are  appropriated  to  men  of  bufmefs,  who 
drive  bargains  for  thoufands  over  their  morning's 
gill,  the  taverns  about  the  court  are  generally 
filled  with  an  infipid  race  of  mortals,  who  have 
nothing  to  do.  Among  thefe  you  may  fee  moft 
of  our  young  men  of  fafhion,  and  young  officers 
of  the  guards,  who  meet  at  thefe  places  to  fhew 
the  elegance  of  their  tafte  by  the  expenfivenefs  of 
their  dinner :  and  many  an  enfign,  with  fcarce 
any  income  but  his  commiflion,  prides  him- 
felf on  keeping  the  beft  company,  and  often 
throws  down  more  than  a  week's  pay  for  his 
reckoning  ;  though  at  other  times  it  obliges  him, 
with  feveral  of  his  brethren  upon  half  pay,  to  dine 
with  duke  Humphry  in  St.  Jam^s  park. 
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THE  taverns  about  the  purlieus  of  Covent- 
Garden  are  dedicated  to  Venus ^  as  well  as  Ceres 
and  Liber  ;  and  you  may  frequently  fee  the  jolly 
mefs-mates  of  both  fexes  go  in  and  come  out  in 
couples,  like  the  clean  and  unclean  beads  in 
AW/s  ark.  Thefe  houfes  are  equally  indebted 
for  their  fupport,  to  the  Cook,  and  that  worthy 
perfonage,  whom  they  have  dignified  with  the 
title  of  Pimp.  Thefe  gentlemen  contrive  to  play 
into  each  other's  hands.  The  firft  by  his  high 
foups  and  rich  fauces  prepares  the  way  for  the 
occupation  of  the  other;  who  having  reduced  the 
patient  by  a  proper  exercife  of  his  art,  returns 
him  back  again  to  go  through  the  fame  regimen 
as  before.  We  may  therefore  fuppofe,  that  the  cu- 
linary arts  are  no  lefs  ftudied  here  than  at  White's 
or  Pontdcs.  True  genitifes  in  Eating  will  conti- 
nually ftrike  out  new  improvements  :  but  I  dare 
fay,  neither  Eraund  nor  Lebeck  ever  made  up  a 
more  extraordinary  difh,  than  I  once  remember 
at  the  Caftle.  Some  bloods  being  in  company 
with  a  celebrated  file  de  joye9  one  of  them  pulled 
off  her  (hoe,  and  in  excefs  of  gallantry  filled  it 
with  Champagne,  and  drank  it  off  to  her  health. 
In  this  delicious  draught  he  was  immediately 
pledged  by  the  reft,  and  then,  to  carry  the  com- 
pliment ftill  further,  he  ordered  the  moe  itfdfto 
be  drefled,  and  ferved  up  for  fupper.  The  cook 
H  3  fet 
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let  himfelf  ferioufly  to  work  upon  it :  he  pulled 
the  upper  part  (which  was  of  damafk)  into  fine 
fhreds,  and  toffed  it  up  in  a  ragout  3  minced  the 
fole ;  cut  the  wooden  heel  into  very  thin  flices, 
fried  them  in  batter,  and  placed  them  round  the 
difli  for  garnifh.  The  company,  you  may  be 
fure,  teftified  their  affection  for  the  lady  by  eat- 
ing very  heartily  of  this  exquifite  impromptu :  and 
as  this  tranfaction  happened  juft  after  the  French 
king  had  taken  a  cobler's  daughter  for  his  miftrefs, 
Tom  Pierce  (who  has  the  ftile  as  well  as  art  of  a 
French  cook)  in  his  bill  politely  called  it,  in  ho- 
nour of  her  name,  Defoulier  a  la  Murpfy* 

TAVERNS,  Mr.  TOWN,  feem  contrived  for 
the  promoting  of  luxury;  while  the  humbler 
chop-houfes  are  defigned  only  to  fatisfy  the  ordi- 
nary cravings  of  nature.  Yet  at  thefe  you  may 
meet  with  a  variety  of  characters.  At  Dollys  and 
Horfeman's  you  commonly  fee  the  hearty  lovers 
of  a  beef-fteak  and  gill  ale  j  and  at  Betty's,  and 
the  chop-houfes  about  the  Inns  of  Court,  a  pretty 
maid  is  as  inviting  as  the  provifions.  In  thefe 
common  refectories  you  may  always  find  the 
jemmy  attorney's  clerk,  the  prim  curate,  the 
walking  phyfician,  the  captain  upon  half  pay, 
the  fhabby  valet  de  chambre  upon  board  wages, 
and  the  foreign  count  or  marquis  in  difhabille, 

who 
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who  has  refufed  to  dine  with  a  duke  or  an  am- 
bafiador.  At  a  little  eating-houfe  in  a  dark  alley 
behind  the  'Change^  I  once  faw  a  grave  citizen, 
worth  a  plumb,  order  a  two-penny  mefs  of  broth 
with  a  boiled  chop  in  it :  and  when  it  was  brought 
him,  he  fcooped  the  crumb  out  of  an  half-penny 
roll,  and  foaked  it  in  the  porridge  for  his  prefent 
meal;  then  carefully  placing  the  chop  between 
the  upper  and  under  cruft,  he  wrapt  it  up  in  a 
checked  handkerchief,  and  carried  it  off  for  the 
morrow's  repafl. 

I  SHALL  leave  it  to  you,  fir,  to  make  further 
reflections  on  this  fubje£r,  and  fhould  be  glad  to 
dine  with  you  at  any  tavern,  dive  with  you  into 
any  cellar,  take  a  beef-fteak  in  Ivy-lane,  a  mut- 
ton-chop behind  St.  Clement's,  or  (if  you  chufe 
it)  an  extempore  faufage  or  black-pudding  over 
the  farthing  fries  at  Moor-Fields. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Pye-Corner. T.    SAVOURY. 

Mr.    TOWN! 

BY  Jove  it  is  a  fhame,  a  burning  fhame,  to 
fee  the  honour  of  England,  the  glory  of  our 
nation,  the  greateft  pillar  of  life,  ROAST  BEEF, 
utterly  banifhed  from  our  tables.     This  evil,  like 
many  others,  has  been  growing  upon  us  by  de- 
grees.    It  was  begun  by  wickedly  placing  the 
H  4  Beef 
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Beef  upon  a  fide-table,  and  fcreening  it  by  a  par- 
cel of  queue-tail'd  fellows  in  laced  waiftcoats. 
However,  the  odorous  effluvia  generally  affe&ed 
the  fmell  of  every  true  Briton  in  the  room.  The 
butler  was  fatigued  with  carving :  the  matter  of 
the  houfe  grew  pale,  and  fickened  at  the  fight  of 
thofe  juicy  collops  of  fat  and  lean,  that  came 
fwimming  in  gravy,  and  fmoking  moft  delicioufly 
under  our  noftrils.  Other  methods  therefore  were 
to  be  perfued.  The  Beef  was  flill  ferved  up,  but 
it  was  brought  up  cold.  It  was  put  upon  a  table 
in  the  darkeft  part  of  the  room,  and  immured 
between  four  walls  formed  artificially  by  the  fer- 
vants  with  the  hats  of  the  company.  When  the 
jellies  and  flip-flops  were  coming  in,  the  Beef 
was  carried  off  in  as  fecret  a  manner,  as  if  it  had 
gone  through  the  ceremonies  of  concoction.  But 
Hill,  fir,  under  all  thefe  difadvantages  we  had  a 
chance  of  getting  a  flice  as  it  patted  by.  Now 
alas !  it  is  not  fuffered  to  come  up  ftairs.  I  dare 
fay,  it  is  generally  baniihed  from  the  fteward's  ta- 
ble ;  nor  do  I  fuppofe,  that  the  powdered  footmen 
will  touch  it,  for  fear  of  daubing  their  ruffles. 
So  that  the  difh  that  was  ferved  up  to  the  royal 
tables,  the  difh  that  was  the  breakfaft  of  queen 
Elizabeth  and  her  maids  of  honour,  the  difh  that 
received  the  dignity  of  knighthood  from  king 
'James  the  firft,  is  now  become  the  food  only  of 
fcullions  and  ftable-boys.  In  what  words  can  I 

vent 
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vent  my  refentment  upon  this  occafion  ?  efpecially 
when  I  reflect,  that  innovations  feldom  come  alone. 
Toafted  cheefe  is  already  buried  in  rammekins : 
plumb-porridge  has  been  long  baniftied  :  I  tremble 
for  plumb-pudding.    May  we  not  live  to  fee  a  leg 
of  pork  detefted  as  carrion  ?  and  a  fhoulder  of 
mutton  avoided  as  if  it  were  horfe-fleih?  Our  only 
hopes  are  in  the  Clergy,  and  in  the  Beef-fteak 
Club.  The  former  ftill  preferve,  and  probably  will 
preferve,  the  rectitude  of  their  appetites  ;  and  will 
do  juftice  to  Beef,  wherever  they  find  it.     The 
latter,  who  are  compofed  of  the  mod  ingenious 
artifts  in  the  kingdom,  meet  every  faturday  in  a 
noble  room  at  the  top  of  Covent-Gardcn  theatre, 
and  never  fuffer  any  difh  except  Beef-fteaks  to  ap- 
pear.   Thefe,  indeed,  are  moft  glorious  examples : 
but  what  alas  !  are  the  weak  endeavours  of  a  few 
to  oppofe  the  daily  inroads  of  fricaflees  and  foup- 
maigres?  This,  Mr.  TOWN,  is  a  national  con- 
cern, as  it  may  prove  more  deftruclive  to  Beef 
than  the  diftemper  among  the  horned  cattle  :  And 
fhould  the  modifh  averfion  againft  rumps  and  fur- 
loins  continue,  it  will  be  abfolutely  necefTary  to 
enforce  the  love  of  Beef  by  acl:  of  parliament. 


GOLIAH    ENGLISH. 
H5 


154       7&<  CONNOISSEUR.    N°.  20. 

NUMB.  XX.     Tkurfday,  June  13,   1754. 

Non  umbrae  altorum  nemorum,  non  mollia  poflunt 
Prata  movere  animum.     —  .    VIRG. 

No   rural  charms  her  joylefs  mind  can  move^ 
The  verdant  meadow^  or  the  lofty  grove. 

r  •  ^HE  ladies  of  the  prefent  age  are  ftrangely 
JL  altered  from  the  unpolifhed  females,  who 
flourimed  in  the  days  of  Romance.  What  mo- 
dern PartheniJJa  would  not  prefer  a  tall  young 
fellow  to  the  moft  beautiful  dwarf  in  the  univerfe, 
or  a  coach  and  fix  to  a  white  palfry  ?  The  fair 
damfels  of  old  were  chiefly  to  be  found  in  woods 
and  forefts  j  but  our  prefent  heroines  are  diftin- 
guimed  by  an  utter  averfion  to  the  country,  and 
would  as  foon  be  confined  by  a  giant  in  an  en- 
chanted caftle,  as  immured  with  old  maiden 
aunts  in  the  family  manfion-houfe.  Nothing  is 
more  dreadful  to  our  ladies  of  quality  than  the 
approach  of  fummer :  for  what  woman  of  fpirit 
would  chufe  to  leave  the  town  to  wander  in  fo- 
litudes  and  defarts;  or  what  pleafure  can  the 
long  days  give  to  oufrfme  ladies,  when  the  pretty 
creatures  are  confcious,  that  they  look  beft  by 

candle- 
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candle-light  ?  The  general  complaint  againft  the 
country  is  want  of  amufement,  or  want  of  com- 
pany :  but  thefe  common  inconveniences  are 
trifles  in  comparifon  to  the  fufferings  of  the  poor 
lady,  who  wrote  the  following  letter,  which  was 
communicated  to  me  with  leave  to  make  it  public. 

Dear  Lady  CHARLOTTE, 

I  HAVE  been  plagued,  peftered,  teized  to 
death,  and  hurried  out  of  my  wits,  ever  fince 
I  have  been  in  this  odious  country.  O  my  dear, 
how  I  long  to  be  in  town  again !  Pope  and  the  r 
poets  may  talk  what  they  will,  of  their  purling 
ftreams,  fhady  groves,  anil  flowery  meads :  but 
I  had  rather  live  all  my  days  among  the  cheefe- 
mongers  (hops  in  Thames-Street,  than  pafs  fuch 
another  fpring  in  this  filthy  country.  Would 
you  believe  it  ?  I  have  fcarce  touched  a  card  fince 
I  have  been  here :  and  then  there  has  been  fuch 
ado  with  us  about  ele6tion  matters,  that  I  am 
ready  to  die  with  the  vapours  :  fuch  a  rout  with 
their  hiffing  and  hollowing,  my  head  is  ready  to 
fplit  into  a  thoufand  pieces  !  If  my  Sir  John  muflr 
be  in  parliament,  why  cannot  he  do  as  your 
lord  does,  and  be  content  with  a  borough,  where 
he  might  come  in  without  all  this  trouble,  and 
take  his  feat  in  the  houfe,  though  he  has  never 
been  within  an  hundred  miles  of  the  place. 

H  6  OUR 
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OUR  houfe,  my  dear,  has  been  a  perfect  inn, 
ever  fmce  we  came  down ;  and  I  have  been  ob- 
liged to  trudge  about  as  much  as  a  fat  landlady. 
Our  doors  are  open  to  every  dirty  fellow  in  the 
county,  that  is  worth  forty  (hillings  a  year  ;  all 
my  beft  floors  are  fpoiled  by  the  hobnails  of 
farmers  {lumping  about  them  ;  every  room  is  a 
pig- {rye,  and  the  Chinefe  paper  in  the  drawing-room 
ftinks  fo  abominably  of  punch  and  tobacco,  that 
it  would  ftrike  you  down  to  come  into  it.  If  you 
knew  what  I  have  fufFered,  you  would  think  I 
had  the  conftitution  of  a  wa(herwoman  to  go 
through  it.  We  never  fit  down  to  table  without 
a  dozen  or  more  of  boifterous  two-legged  creatures 
as  rude  as  bears  j  and  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
heap  up  their  plates,  and  drink  to  each  of  their 
healths.  What  is  worfe  than  all,  one  of  the  beafts 
got  tipfy,  and  nothing  would  ferve  him  but  he 
muft  kifs  me,  which  I  was  forced  to  fubmit  to  for 
fear  of  lofmg  his  vote  and  intereft.  Would  you 
think  it,  dear  Charlotte  ? — do  not  laugh  at  me — 
I  flood  godmother  in  perfon  to  a  huge  lubberly  boy 
at  a  country  farmer's,  and  Lhey  almoft  poifoned 
me  with  their  hodge-podge  they  called  caudle, 
made  of  four  ale  and  brown  uigar.  All  this  and 
more  I  have  been  obliged  to  comply  with,  that 
the  country  fellows  might  not  fay,  my  lady  is 
proud  and  above  them. 

BESIDES, 
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BESIDES,  there  is  not  a  woman  creature  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  place,  that  is  fit  company 
for  my  houfe-keeper  j  and  yet  I  muft  be  inti- 
mate with  them  all.  Lady  B  *  *  indeed  is  very 
near  us  ;  but  though  we  are  very  well  acquainted 
in  town,  we  muft  not  be  feen  to  fpeak  to  each 
other  here,  becaufe  her  lord  is  ifi  the  oppofition. 
Poor  Thomas  got  a  fad  drubbing  at  her  houfe, 
when  1  innocently  fent  him  at  my  firft  coming 
into  the  country  with  a  how  d'ye  to  her  ladyftiip. 
The  greateft  female  acquaintance  I  have  here, 
are  Mrs.  Mayorefs,  a  taylor's  wife,  and  Mrs. 
Alderman  Gafcoigne9  who  fells  pins  and  needles  on 
one  fide  of  the  fhop,  while  her  hufband  works  at 
his  peftle  and  mortar  on  the  other.  Thefe  or- 
dinary wretches  are  conftant  attendants  on  my 
tea-table :  I  am  obliged  to  take  them  and  their 
brats  out  an  airing  in  my  coach  every  evening  ; 
and  am  afterwards  often  doomed  to  fit  down  to 
whirl  and  fwabbers,  or  one  and  thirty  bone-ace 
for  farthings.  Mrs.  Mayorefs  is  a  very  violent 
party-woman  ;  and  fhe  has  two  pug-dogs,  one 
of  which  (he  calls  Sir  John,  and  the  other  Colonel, 
in  compliment  you  muft  know  to  my  hufband 
and  his  brother  candidate. 

WE  had  a  ball  the  other  day  5  and  I  opened 
it  with  Sir  Humphry  Chafe,  who  danced  in  his 

boots, 


158  The  CONNOISSEUR.  N°.  20. 
boots,  and  hobbled  along  for  all  the  world  like 
the  dancing  bears,  which  I  have  feen  in  the 
ftreets  at  London.  A  terrible  miftake  happened 
about  precedence,  which  I  fear  will  lofe  Sir  John 
a  good  many  votes.  An  attorney's  wife  was  very 
angry,  that  her  daughter,  a  little  pert  chit  juft 
come  from  the  boarding-fchool,  was  not  called 
out  to  dance  before  Mifs  Norton  the  brewer's 
daughter,  when  every  body  knew  (flie  faid)  that 
her  girl  was  a  gentlewoman  bred  and  born. 

I  WISH,  my  dear,  you  were  to  fee  my  dreffing- 
room;  you  would  think  it  was  a  ribband  -{hop. 
Lettice  and  I  have  been  bufy  all  this  week  in 
making  up  knots  and  favours ;  and  yefterday  no 
milliner's  prentice  could  work  harder  than  I  did, 
in  tying  them  on  to  the  fweaty  hats  of  country 
bumpkins.  And  is  it  not  very  hard  upon  me  ? 
I  muft  not  even  drefs  as  I  pleafe  ;  but  am  obliged 
to  wear  blue,  though  you  know  it  does  not  fuit 
my  complexion,  and  makes  me  look  as  horrid  as 
the  witches  in  Macbeth. 

BUT  what  is  worfe  than  all,  Sir  John  tells  me, 
the  ele&ion  expences  have  run  fo  high,  that  he 
muft  fhorten  my  allowance  of  pin-money.  He 
talks  of  turning  off  half  his  fervants ;  nay,  he 
has  even  hinted  to  me,  that  I  (hall  not  come  to 

town 
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town  all  the  winter.  Barbarous  creature  ! — But 
if  he  dares  ferve  me  fo,  he  fhall  pofitively  lofe  his 
election  next  time ;  I  will  raife  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
oppofition  in  all  the  wives  and  daughters  in  the 
county  againft  him. 


Your  affe&ionate  friend,  &c. 

THIS  lady's  cafe  is,  indeed,  very  much  to  be 
pitied  :  but  as  Sir  John  has  had  the  good  luck  to 
gain  his  point  after  a  ftrong  oppofition,  he  will 
doubtlefs  be  fenfible  of  the  great  (hare  his  lady 
had  in  his  fuccefs.  For  my  own  part,  when  I 
confider  the  vaft  influence,  which  the  fair  fex 
muft  naturally  have  over  my  fellow-countrymen, 
I  cannot  help  looking  on  their  interesting  them- 
felves  in  thefe  matters  as  a  very  ferious  affair. 
What  fuccefs  muft  a  fine  lady  meet  with  on 
her  canvafs  !  No  gentleman  to  be  fure  could 
be  fo  rude  or  fo  cruel,  as  to  to  refufe  fuch  a 
pretty  beggar  any  thing  (he  fliould  afk  ;  and  an 
honed  country  farmer,  who  could  withfland  any 
other  arguments,  might  be  coaxed  and  wheedled, 
or  bribed  with  a  fmile,  into  voting  againft  his 
confcience.  Many  inftances  have  been  found, 
during  the  late  elections,  of  hufbands  who  have 
been  forced  to  poll  as  their  wives  would  have 

them  5 
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them ;  and  I  know  a  young  fellow,  that  was 
brought  over  to  give  a  vote  againft  his  inclination 
by  his  fweetheart,  who  refufed  to  receive  his  ad- 
drefTes,  if  he  did  not  change  his  party. 

IT  may  not  perhaps  be  too  bold  an  aflertion, 
that  half  the  members  in  the  prefent  parliament 
owe  their  feats  to  the  direct  or  indirecl:  influence 
of  the  other  fex.  It  would  therefore  be  highly 
proper  for  the  legiflature  to  provide  againft  this 
evil  for  the  future  j  and  I  hope,  before  the 
next  general  election,  to  fee  among  the  Votes 
the  following  Refolution. 

Refelved. 

THAT  it  is  an  high  Infringement  of  the  Li- 
berties and  Privileges  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain^  for  any  Peerefs,  or  any  other  Lady,  to 
concern  themfelves  in  the  Elections  of  Members 
to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament. 


NUM  E. 
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NUMB.   XXI.   Tburflayy  June  20,   1754. 

Studeo,  bullatis  ut  mihi  nugis 

Pagina  turgefcat,  dare  pondus  idonea  fumo. 

P  E  R  s  i  u  s. 

A  tale  In  founding  phrafe  IJlrfoe  to  tell^ 
With  pompous  trifles  that  my  page  may  fwell: 
That  wordy  trappings  the  thin  fenfe  may  cloke^ 
And  add  imaginary  weight  to  fmoke. 

TQUASSOUW,  the  fonof  KQVUSSOMO, 
was  Konquer  or  Chief  Captain  over  the 
Sixteen  Nations  of  Caffraria.  He  was  defcended 
from  N'cb  and  Hingnohy  who  dropt  from  the 
moon ;  and  his  power  extended  over  all  the 
Kraals  of  the  Hottentots 

THIS  prince  was  remarkable  for  his  prowefs 
and  activity :  his  fpeed  was  like  the  torrent,  that 
rufhes  down  the  precipice  ;  and  he  would  over- 
take the  wild  afs  in  her  flight :  his  arrows 
brought  down  the  eagle  from  the  clouds;  the 
lion  fell  before  him,  and  his  launce  drank  the 
blood  of  the  rhinoceros.  He  fathomed  the  wa- 
ters of  the  deep,  and  buffeted  the  billows  in  the 
tcmpeft :  he  drew  the  rock-fifti  from  their 

lurking- 
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lurking -holes,  and  rifled  the  beds  of  corah  Trained 
from  his  infancy  in  the  exercife  of  war,  to  wield 
the  Haflagaye  with  dexterity,  and  break  the  wild 
bulls  to  battle,  he  was  a  ftranger  to  the  foft  dal- 
liance of  love ;  and  beheld  with  indifference  the 
thick-lipped  damfels  of  Gangsman,  and  the  flat- 
nofed  beauties  of  Hauteniqua. 

As  TQUASSOUW  was  one  day  giving  inftruc- 
tions  for  fpreading  toils  for  the  elk,  and  digging 
pitfalls  for  the  elephant,  he  received  information, 
that  a  tyger  prowling  for  prey  was  committing 
ravages  on  the  Kraals  of  the  Chamtouers.  He 
fnatched  up  his  bow  of  olive-wood,  and  bounded, 
like  the  roe-buck  on  the  mountains,  to  their 
afiiftance.  He  arrived  juft  at  the  inftant,  when 
the  enraged  animal  was  about  to  fatten  on  a  vir- 
virgin,  and  aiming  a  poifoned  arrow  at  his  heart, 
laid  him  dead  at  her  feet.  The  virgin  threw 
herfelf  on  the  ground,  and  covered  her  head  with 
duft,  to  thank  her  deliverer  :  but  when  (he  rofe, 
the  prince  was  dazzled  with  her  charms.  He 
was  ftruck  with  the  glofly  hue  of  her  complexion, 
which  fhone  like  the  jetty  down  on  the  black 
hogs  of  Heffaqua :  he  was  ravifhed  with  the  preft 
griftle  of  her  nofe ;  and  his  eyes  dwelt  with  ad- 
miration on  the  flaccid  beauties  of  her  breafts, 
which  defcended  to  her  navel. 

KNONM- 
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KNONMQUAIHA,  (tor  that  was  the  virgin's 
name)  was  daughter  to  the  Kouquequa  or  Leader 
of  the  Kraal,  who  bred  her  up  with  all  the  delicacy 
of  her  fex.  She  was  fed  with  the  entrails  of 
goats,  fhe  fucked  the  eggs  of  the  oftrich,  and  her 
drink  was  the  milk  of  ewes.  After  gazing  for 
fome  time  upon  her  charms,  the  prince  in  great 
tranfport  embraced  the  foles  of  her  feet :  then 
ripping  the  beaft  he  had  juft  killed,  took  out, 
the  caul,  and  hung  it  about  her  neck,  in  token  of 
his  affection.  He  afterwards  {tripped  the  tyger 
of  his  (kin,  and  fending  it  to  the  Kouquequa  her 
father,  demanded  the  damfel  in  marriage. 

THE  eve  of  the  full  moon  was  appointed  for 
the  celebration  of  the  nuptials  of  TQUASSOUW 
and  KNONMQUAIHA.  When  the  day  arrived, 
the  magnificence,  in  which  the  bridegroom  was 
arrayed,  amazed  all  Caffraria.  Over  his  fhoul- 
ders  was  caft  a  Kroffe,  or  mantle  of  wild  cat- 
fkins  :  he  cut  fandals  for  his  feet  from  the  raw  hide 
of  an  elephant ;  he  had  hunted  down  a  leopard, 
and  of  the  fpotted  fur  formed  a  fuperb  cap  for 
his  head ;  he  girded  his  loins  with  the  inteftines, 
and  the  bladder  of  the  beaft  he  blew  up,  and 
fattened  to  his  hair. 

NOR 
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NOR  had  KNONMQUAIHA  been  lefs  employed 
in  adorning  her  perfon.  She  made  a  varnifh  of 
the  fat  of  goats  mixed  with  foot,  with  which  fhe 
anointed  her  whole  body,  as  fhe  flood  beneath 
the  rays  of  the  fun  :  her  locks  were  clotted  with 
melted  greafe,  and  powdered  with  the  yellow  duft 
of  Buchu:  her  face,  which  (hone  like  the  polifhed 
ebony,  was  beautifully  varied  with  fpots  of  red 
earth,  and  appeared  like  the  fable  curtain  of  the 
night  befpangled  with  ftars :  fhe  fprinkled  her 
limbs  with  wood-afhes,  and  perfumed  them  with 
the  dung  of  the  Stinkb'mgfem.  Her  arms  and 
legs  were  entwined  with  the  fhining  entrails  of 
an  heifer :  from  her  neck  there  hung  a  pouch 
compofed  of  the  ftomach  of  a  kid  :  the  wings  of 
an  oftrich  overfhadowed  the  flefhy  promontories 
behind;  and  before  {he  wore  an  apron  formed  of 
the  lhaggy  ears  of  a  lion. 

THE  Chiefs  of  the  feveral  Kraals,  who  were 
fummoned  to  aflift  at  their  nuptials,  formed  a 
circle  on  the  ground,  fitting  upon  their  heels, 
and  bowing  their  heads  between  their  knees  in 
token  of  reverence.  In  the  centre  the  illuftrious 
prince  with  his  fable  bride  repofed  upon  foft 
cufhions  of  cow-dung.  Then  the  Surri  or  Chief 
Prieft  approached  them,  and  in  a  deep  voice 
chaunted  the  nuptial  rites  to  the  the  melodious 

grumbling 
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grumbling  of  the  Gom-Gom;  and  at  the  fame 
time  (according  to  the  manner  of  Cajfraria)  be- 
dewed them  plentifully  with  the  urinary  bene- 
diclion.  The  bride  and  bridegroom  rubbed  in 
the  precious  ftream  with  extafy ;  while  the  briny 
drops  trickled  from  their  bodies,  like  the  oozy 
furge  from  the  rocks  of  Chirigriqua. 

THE  Hottentots  had  feen  the  increafe  and  wane 
of  two  moons  fince  the  happy  union  of  TQUAS- 
souw  and  KNONMQUAIHA,  when  the  Kraals 
were  furprifed  with  the  appearance  of  a  moft  ex- 
traordinary perfonage,  that  came  from  the  favage 
people  who  rofe  from  the  fea,  and  had  lately  fixed 
themfelves  on  the  borders  of  Caffrarla.  His  body 
was  enwrapped  with  ftrange  coverings,  which 
concealed  every  part  from  fight,  except  his  face 
and  hands.  Upon  his  fkin  the  fun  darted  his 
fcorching  rays  in  vain,  and  the  colour  of  it  was 
pale  and  wan  as  the  watry  beams  of  the  moon. 
His  hair,  which  he  could  put  on  and  take  off  at 
pleafure,  was  white  as  the  bloflbms  of  the  almond 
tree,  and  bufhy  as  the  fleece  of  the  ram.  His  lips 
and  cheeks  refembled  the  red  oker,  and  his  nofe 
was  fharpened  like  the  beak  of  an  eagle.  His 
language,  which  was  rough  and  inarticulate,  was 
as  the  language  of  beaftsj  nor  could  TC^UAS- 

souw 
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souw  difcover  his  meaning,  till  an  Hottentot 
(who  at  the  firft  coming  of  thefe  people  had  been 
taken  prifoner,  and  had  afterwards  made  his 
efcape)  interpreted  between  them.  This  inter- 
preter informed  the  prince,  that  the  ftranger 
was  fent  from  his  fellow  countrymen  to  treat 
about  the  enlargement  of  their  territories,  and 
that  he  was  called,  among  them,  MYNHEER 
VAN  SNICKERSNEE. 

TQUASSOUW,  who  was  remarkable  for  his 
humanity,  treated  the  favage  with  extraordinary 
benevolence.  He  fpread  a  mantle  of  (heep-fkins, 
anointed  with  fat,  for  his  bed  ;  and  for  his  food 
he  boiled  in  their  own  blood  the  tripes  of  the 
fatteft  herds,  that  grazed  in  the  rich  paftures  of 
the  Heykoms.  The  ftranger  in  return  inftrucled 
the  prince  in  the  manners  of  the  favages,  and 
often  amufed  him  with  fending  fire  from  an  hol- 
low engine,  which  rent  the  air  with  thunder. 
Nor  was  he  lefs  ftudious  to  pleafe  the  gentle 
KNONMQUAIHA.  He  bound  bracelets  of  po- 
lifhed  metal  about  her  arms,  and  encircled  her 
neck  with  beads  of  glafs  :  he  filled  the  cocoa  fheli 
with  a  delicious  liquor,  and  gave  it  her  to  drink, 
which  exhilerated  her  heart,  and  made  her  eyes 
fparkle  with  joy :  he  alfo  taught  her  to  kindle  fire 
through  a  tube  of  clay  with  the  dried  leaves  of 
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Dacha,  and  to  fend  forth  rolls  of  odorous  fmoke 
from  her  mouth.  After  having  fojourned  in  the 
Kraals  for  the  fpace  of  half  a  moon,  the  ftranger 
was  difmifled  with  magnificent  prefents  of  the 
teeth  of  elephants  ;  and  a  grant  was  made  to  his 
countrymen  of  the  fertile  meadows  of  Kochequa, 
and  the  forefts  of  Stinkwood  bounded  by  the 
Palamlte  river. 

TquAssouw  and  KNONMQUAIHA  conti- 
nued to  live  together  in  the  moft  cordial  affec- 
tion ;  and  the  Sums  every  night  invoked  the 
great  Gounja  Ticquoa>  who  illuminates  the  moon, 
that  he  would  give  an  heir  to  the  race  of 
N'oh  and  Hmgrfoh.  The  princefs  at  length  ma- 
tt ifefled  the  happy  tokens  of  pregnancy :  while 
her  waift  encreafed  daily  in  circumference,  and 
fwelled  like  the  gourd.  When  the  time  of  her 
delivery  approached,  (he  was  committed  to  the 
care  of  the  Wife  Women,  who  placed  her  on  a 
couch  of  the  reeking  entrails  of  a  cow  newly 
flain,  and  to  facilitate  the  birth,  gave  her  a  potion 
of  the  milk  of  wild  afles,  and  fomented  her  loins 
with  the  warm  dung  of  elephants.  When  the 
throes  of  child-birth  came  on,  a  terrible  hurricane 
howled  along  the  coaft,  the  air  bellowed  with 
thunder,  and  the  face  of  the  moon  was  obfcured 
as  with  a  veil.  The  Kraal  ecchoed  with  fhrieks 

and 
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and  lamentations,  and  the  Wife  Women  cried 
out,  that  the  princefs  was  delivered  of  a 
MONSTER. 

THE  offspring  of  her  womb  was  WHITE. — 
They  took  the  child,  and  wafhed  him  with  the 
juice  of  aloes  :  they  expofed  his  limbs  to  the  fun, 
anointed  them  with  the  fat,  and  rubbed  them 
with  the  excrement  of  black  bulls : — but  his  fkin 
ftill  retained  it's  detefted  hue,  and  the  child  was 
ftill  WHITE.  The  venerable  Surris  were  aflem- 
nled  to  deliberate  on  the  caufe  of  this  prodigy ; 
and  they  unanimoufly  pronounced,  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  evil  machinations  of  the  Daemon 
Cham-aunt!,  who  had  pra&ifed  on  the  virtue  of 
the  princefs  under  the  appearance  of  MYNHEER 
VAN  SNICKERSNEE. 

THE  inceftuous  parent  and  her  unnatural 
offspring  were  judged  unworthy  to  live.  They 
bowed  a  branch  of  an  olive  tree  in  the  foreft  of 
lions,  on  which  the  white  monfter  was  fufpended 
by  the  heels ;  and  ravenous  beafts  feafted  on  the 
ifTue  of  KNONMQUAIHA.  The  princefs  herfelf 
was  fentenced  to  the  fevere  punifhment  allotted 
to  the  heinous  crime  of  adultery.  The  Kouque- 
qws,  who  fcarce  twelve  moons  before  had  met 
to  celebrate  her  nuptials,  were  now  fummoned 

to 
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to  aflift  at  her  unhappy  death.  They  were  col- 
lected in  a  circle,  each  of  them  wielding  an  huge 
club  of  cripple- wood.  The  beauteous  criminal 
flood  weeping  in  the  midft  of  them,,  prepared  to 
receive  the  firft  blow  from  the  hand  of  her  in- 
jured hufband.  TQUASSOUW  in  vain  afiayed 
to  perform  the  fad  office:  thrice  he  uplifted 
his  ponderous  mace  of  iron,  and  thrice  dropt  it 
ineffectual  on  the  ground.  At  length  from  his 
reluctant  arm  defcended  the  fell  ftroke,  which 
lighted  on  that  nofe,  whofe  flatnefs  and  expan- 
fion  had  firft  captivated  his  heart.  The  Kouquequas 
then  rufhing  in  with  their  clubs  redoubled  their 
blows  on  her  body,  'till  the  pounded  KNONM- 
^UAIHA  lay  as  an  heap  of  mud,  which  the  re- 
tiring flood  leaves  on  the  ftrand. 

HER  battered  limbs,  now  without  form  and 
diftinclion,  were  enclofed  in  the  paunch  of  a 
rhinoceros,  which  was  fattened  to  the  point 
of  a  bearded  arrow,  and  (hot  into  the  ocean. 
Tqy  ASSOUW  remained  inconfoleable  for  her  lofs : 
he  frequently  climbed  the  lofty  cliffs  of  Cbirigri- 
qua^  and  caft  his  eyes  on  the  watry  expanfe. 
One  night,  as  he  ftood  howling  with  the  wolves 
to  the  moon,  he  defcried  the  paunch  that  con- 
tained the  precious  relicks  of  KNONMQUAIHA, 
dancing  on  a  wave,  and  floating  towards  him. 

VOL.  I.  I  Thrice 
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Thrice  he  cried  out  with  a  lamentable  voice, 
Bo,  Bo,  Bo:  then  fpringing  from  the  cliff,  he 
darted  like  the  eagle  foufmg  on  his  prey.  The 
paunch  burft  afunder  beneath  his  weight ;  the 
green  wave  was  difcoloured  with  the  gore ;  and 
TQUASSOUW  was  inveloped  in  the  mafs.  He 
was  heard  of  no  more ;  and  it  was  believed  by  the 
people,  who  remained  ignorant  of  his  cataflrophe, 
that  he  was  fnatched  up  into  the  moon. 

THE  fate  of  this  unhappy  pair  is  recorded 
among  the  nations  of  the  Hottentots  to  this  day ; 
and  their  marriage  rites  have  ever  fince  con- 
cluded with  a  wim,  "  That  the  hufband  may  be 
"  happier  than  TQUASSOUW,  and  the  wife  more 
"  chafte  than  KNONMC^UAIHA." 

W 
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NUMB.  XXII.    Tburjday^  June  27,  1754. 

Scilicet  expectes,  ut  tradet  mater  honeftos 

Atque  alios  mores,  quam  quos  habet  ? 

Juv. 

The  fame  their  breeding^  and  fo  like  each  other , 
Mifs  is  the  very  model  of  her  mother. 

To      Mr.      5T  O   W  N. 

S  I  R, 

I  REMEMBER,  in  a  match  between  two  per- 
fons  of  different  religions,  it  was  ftipulated 
in  the  marriage  articles,  that  the  boys  mould  be 
bred  up  in  the  perfuafion  of  the  father,  and  the 
girls  in  that  of  the  mother.  The  confequence 
of  this  was,  that  one  part  of  the  family  was 
taught  to  look  upon  the  other  with  a  moft  pious 
contempt ;  and  in  the  end  it  produced  a  fepara- 
tion.  The  fons  followed  the  example  of  their 
father,  and  in  order  to  avoid  the  leaft  appearance 
of  fuperftition  and  bigotry,  turned  out  free- 
thinkers :  the  lady  of  the  houfe  retired  with  her 
daughters  to  France,  and  to  preferve  them  from 
a  communication  with  heretics,  confined  them  in 
a  nunnery. 

I  2  THE 
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THE  like  method  feems  to  be  obferved  in  the 
general  education  of  children  ;  who,  as  foon  as 
they  leave  the  nurfery,  are  refigned  over  to  the 
care  and  direction  of  their  relpective  parents  ac- 
cording to  their  fex  :  whence  it  often  happens, 
that  families  are  as  much  diftinguifhed  by  their 
peculiar  manners,  as  by  a  certain  caft  of  features 
or  complexion.  My  young  fquire  is  put  upon  a 
little  horfe  before  he  can  well  walk,  and  be- 
comes (as  his  father  was  before  him)  the  pupil 
and  companion  of  the  groom  and  the  game- 
keeper ;  and  if  mifs's  mamma  (hould  chance  to 
be  the  daughter  of  a  poor  man  of  quality,  though 
the  wife  of  a  fubftantial  tradefman,  the  little 
lady  is  early  inftru&ed  to  value  herfelf  on  her 
blood,  and  to  defpife  her  father's  dirty  connec- 
tions with  bufmefs. 

To  this  method  of  education  it  is  owing,  that 
the  fame  vices  and  follies  are  delivered  down 
from  one  generation  to  another.  The  modifh 
exceffes  of  thefe  times  are  in  their  nature  the 
fame  with  thofe  which  were  formerly  in  vogue, 
though  they  differ  fomewhat  in  their  fhape  and 
appearance.  The  prefent  race  of  Bucks,  Bloods, 
and  Free-thinkers,  are  but  the  fpawn  of  the  Mo- 
hocks and  the  He II- Fire- Club :  and  if  our  modern 
fine  ladies  have  had  their  Mafquerades,  their 

Vauxkalls, 
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Fauxballs,  their  Sunday  Tea-drinking  at  Ranelagb, 
and  their  Morning  Chocolate  in  the  Hay- 
Market,  they  have  only  improved  upon  the 
Ring,  the  Spring-Gardens,  the  New-Exchange 
Affignations,  and  the  Morning  Puppet-fhew, 
which  employed  the  attention  of  their  grand- 
mothers. And  as  it  is  not  apparent,  that  our  peo- 
ple of  famion  are  more  wicked,  fo  neither  are 
they  wifer  than  their  predeceflbrs. 

WHEN  I  contemplate  the  manner,  in  which 
the  younger  part  of  the  polite  world  is  brought 
up,  I  am  apt  to  carry  my  reflections  farther  than 
what  merely  concerns  their  own  perfons.  Let 
our  young  men  of  famion  expofe  their  ignorance 
abroad,  rather  than  improve  at  our  Univerfities 
at  home  ;  —  let  them  trifle  away  their  time  in 
infipid  amufements,  and  run  loofe  about  the 
town  in  one  continued  round  of  extravagance 
and  debauchery  ; — let  our  young  ladies  be  taught 
nothing  but  gallantry  and  whift,  and  be  fcca 
only  at  routs  and  aflemblies ; — if  the  confequence 
extend  not  beyond  themfelves.  But  as  thefe  are 
to  be  the  fathers  and  mothers,  the  guardians  and 
tutors,  on  whom  the  morals  of  "our  next  race 
muft  depend ;  it  becomes  a  public  concern,  left 
the  reign  of  vice  and  ignorance  fhould  be  fup- 
I  3  ported, 
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ported,  as  it  were,  by  hereditary  fuccefiion,  and 
propagated  to  diftant  generations. 

THE  modern  method  of  education  is,  indeed, 
fo  little  calculated  to  promote  virtue  and  learn- 
ing, that  it  is  almoft  impofllHe  the  children 
fhould  be  wifer  or  better  than  their  parents. 
The  country  fquire  feldom  fails  of  feeing  his  fon 
as  dull  and  aukward  a  looby  as  himfelf ;  while 
the  debauched  or  foppifh  man  of  quality  breeds 
up  a  rake  or  an  empty  coxcomb,  who  brings 
new  difeafes  into  the  family,  and  frefh  mortgages 
on  the  eftate.  If  you  would  therefore  favour  us, 
Mr.  TOWN,  with  a  few  remarks  on  this  fubje<5r, 
you  would  do  fervice  to  pofterity :  for  the  prefent, 
give  me  leave  to  illuftrate  what  I  have  faid,  by  the 
example  of  a  very  fafh-ionable  family. 

LADY  BELLE  MODELY  was  one  of  the  fineft 
women  in  the  laft  reign,  as  the  Colonel  her  huf- 
band  was  one  of  the  fmarteft  fellows.  After 
they  had  aftonifhed  the  world  fmgly  with  the 
eclat  of  their  a£Hons,  they  came  together :  as  her 
ladyfhip  was  proud  of  fixing  a  man,  who  was 
thought  to  have  intrigued  with  half  the  women 
of  fafhion ;  while  the  Colonel  fell  a  facrifice  to 
her  beauty,  only  becaufe  flie  was  admired  by 

every 
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every  body  elfe.  They  lived  together  for  fome 
time  in  great  fplendour :  but  as  matrimony  was  a 
conftraint  upon  their  freedom,  they  at  length 
parted  by  a  private  agreement.  Lady  BELLE 
keeps  the  beft  company,  is  at  the  head  of  every 
party  of  pleafure,  never  mifles  a  mafquerade, 
and  has  card-tables  conftantly  at  her  own  houfe 
on  Sundays.  The  Colonel  is  one  of  the  oldeft 
members  of  the  club  at  Whites^  runs  horfes  at 
Newmarket^  has  an  a&refs  in  keeping,  and  is 
protected  from  the  impertinence  of  duns,  by 
having  purchafed  a  feat  in  parliament  at  almoft 
as  great  an  expence,  as  would  have  fatisfied  the 
demands  of  his  creditors. 

THEY  have  two  children:  the  one  has  been 
educated  by  the  direction  of  his  father,  the  other 
has  been  bred  up  under  the  eye  of  her  mamma. 
The  boy  was,  indeed,  put  to  a  grammar- fchool 
for  a  while;  but  Latin  and  Greek,  or  indeed  any 
language  except  French,  are  of  no  fervice  to  a 
gentleman:  and  as  the  lad  had  difcovered  early 
marks  of  fpirit,  (fuch  as  kicking  down  wheel- 
barrows, and  fetting  old  women  on  their  heads) 
the  Colonel  fwore  Jack  fhould  be  a  foldier,  and 
accordingly  begged  a  Pair  of  Colours  for  him, 
before  he  was  fifteen.  The  Colonel,  who  had 
ferved  only  in  the  peaceful  campaigns  of  Co-vent- 
I  4  Garden^ 
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Garden^  took  great  pains  to  inftil  into  Jack  all 
that  prowefs  fo  remarkable  in  the  modern  heroes 
of  the  army.  He  enumerated  his  vi&ories  over 
bullies,  his  encounters  with  (harpers,  his  mid- 
night fkirmifhes  with  conftables,  his  ftorming 
of  bagnios,  his  imprifonment  in  round-houfes, 
and  his  honourable  wounds  in  the  fervice  of  pro- 
ftitutes.  The  Captain  could  not  fail  of  improv- 
ing under  fo  excellent  a  tutor,  and  foon  became 
as  eminent  as  his  father.  He  is  a  Blood  of  the 
firftrate;  Sherlock  has  inftru&ed  him  in  the  ufe 
of  the  broad  fword,  and  Brcughton  has  taught 
him  to  box.  He  is  a  fine  gentleman  at  afTemblies, 
a  (harper  at  the  gaming-table,  and  a  bully  at  the 
bagnios.  He  has  not  yet  killed  his  man  in  the 
honourable  way  ;  but  he  has  gallantly  crippled 
feveral  watchmen,  and  moft  couragioufly  run 
a  waiter  through  the  body.  His  fcanty  pay 
will  not  allow  him  to  keep  a  miftrefs ;  but  it 
is  faid,  that  he  is  privately  married  to  a  woman 
of  the  town. 

SUCH  is  the  confequence  of  the  fon's  educa- 
tion :  and  by  this  our  people  of  diftindlion  may 
learn,  how  much  better  it  is  to  let  a  lad  fee  the 
world,  as  the  phrafe  is,  than  to  lafh  him  through 
a  grammar-fchool  like  a  parifh-boy,  and  confine 
him  with  dull  pedants  in  a  college-cloifter.  Lady 

BELLE 
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BELLE  has  not  been  lefs  careful  of  her  daughter 
Mifs  HARRIOT.  Thofe,  who  undertake  the  bu- 
fmefs  of  educating  polite  females,  have  laid  it 
down  as  a  rule  to  confider  women  merely  as 
Dolls ;  and  therefore  never  attempt  the  cultiva- 
tion of  their  principles,  but  employ  their  whole 
attention  on  adorning  their  perfons.  The  ro- 
mantic notions  of  honour  and  virtue  are  only  fit 
for  poor  aukward  creatures,  who  are  to  marry  a 
fhopkeeper  or  a  parfon ;  but  they  can  be  of  no 
ufe  to  a  fine  girl,  who  is  defigned  to  make  a 
figure.  Accordingly  Mifs  HARRIOT  was  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  Madame  Governante,  who 
never  fuffered  her  to  fpeak  a  word  of  Engllfa  and 
a  French  dancing-mafter,  who  taught  her  to  hold 
up  her  head,  and  come  into  the  room  like  a  little 
lady.  As  (he  grew  up,  her  mamma  inftru&ed 
her  in  the  niceft  points  of  ceremony  and  good 
breeding  :  (he  explained  to  her  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  drefs,  directed  her  in  the  choice  of  her 
brocades,  told  her  what  fafhions  beft  became  her, 
and  what  colours  beft  fuited  her  complexion. 
Thefe  excellent  rules  were  conftantly  enforced 
by  examples  drawn  from  her  ladymip's  own 
practice:  above  all,  fhe  unravelled  the  various 
arts  of  gallantry  and  intrigue,  recounted  the  ftra- 
tagems  fhe  had  herfelf  employed  in  gaining  new 
conquefts,  taught  her  when  to  advance  and  when 
I  5  to 
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to  retreat,  and  how  far  (he  might  venture  to  in- 
dulge herfelf  in  certain  freedoms  without  endan- 
gering her  reputation 

Miss  HARRIOT  foon  became  the  public 
admiration  of  all  the  pretty  fellows,  and  was  al- 
lowed to  be  a  lady  of  the  moft  elegant  accom- 
plifhments.  .  She  was  reckoned  to  play  a  better 
game  at  whift  thaji  Mrs.  Sharply,  and  to  bet  with 
more  fpirit  at  brag  than  the  bold  lady  Atall.  She 
was  carried  about  to  Tunbndge,  Bath,  Chelten- 
ham, and  every  other  place  of  diverfion,  by  the 
mother;  where  {he  was  expofed  as  at  a  public 
mart  for  beauty,  and  put  up  to  the  beft  bidder. 
But  as  Mifs  had  fome  fortune  in  her  own  difpofal, 
£he  had  not  the  patience  to  wait  the  formal  delays 
of  marriage  articles,  jointures,  fettlements,  and 
pin-money;  and  (juft  before  the  late  acl:  took 
place)  eloped  with  a  gentleman,  who  had  long 
been  very  intimate  with  her  mamma,  and  re- 
commended himfelf  to  Mifs  HARRIOT  by  a 
ftature  of  fix  foot  and  a  ihoulder-knot. 

I  am,    SIR, 
O  Your  humble  fervant,  &c. 

NUMB, 
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NUMB.  XXIII.     Thiirfday,  July  4,  1754. 


Qui  modo  fcurra 


Aut  fi  quid  hac  re  tritius  videbatur, 

Idem  inficeto  eft  inficetior  rure.      CATULL. 

The  Fool  of  Pantomime^  who  ne'er  fpake  wordy 
Or  ivorfe  than  Fool,   the  Senator  or  Lord, 
In  the  dull  country  his  dull  trade  perfuing^ 
Tlje  blockhead  underdoes  his  underdoing. 

I  HAVE  lately  received  feveral  letters  from  my 
coufin  VILLAGE,  concerning  the  entertain- 
ments of  the  country.  He  tells  me,  that  they 
have  concerts  every  evening  in  that  part  of  the 
month,  in  which  the  almanack  promifes  it  will 
be  moon-light.  In  one  little  town  in  particular, 
all  the  polite  company  of  the  place  afiemble 
every  Sunday  evening  (after  church)  at  the  Three 
Compajjes^  which  is  kept  by  the  clerk,  to  regale 
themfelves  with  cakes  and  fine  home-brewed  in 
an  arbour  at  the  end  of  his  cabbage-garden ;  to 
which  they  have  given  the  genteel  denomination 
of  Little  Ranelagh.  1  {hall  this  day  prefent  my 
reader  with  his  laft  letter ;  and  only  take  notice 
of  the  grand  difference  between  the  fummer 
amufements  in  town  and  country.  In  London^ 
I  6  while 
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while  we  are  almoft  fmothered  in  fmoke  and 
duft,  gardens  are  opened  every  evening  to  refrefh 
us  with  the  pure  air  of  the  country  ;  while  thofe, 
who  have  the  fineft  walks  and  moft  beautiful 
profpe&s  eternally  before  them,  {hut  themfelves 
up  in  theatres  and  ball-rooms,  "  lock  fair 
"  day-light  out,  and  make  themfelves  an  arti- 
"  ficial  London." 

DEAR    COUSIN, 

WHEREVER  the  town  goes,  thofe  who  live 
by  the  town  naturally  follow.  The  face- 
tious and  entertaining  gentry,  who  during  the 
winter  amufed  the  world  within  the  bills  of  mor- 
tality, are  now  difperfed  into  different  parts  of 
the  country.  We  have  had  moft  of  them  here 
already.  The  Colo/Jus,  the  Dwarf ^  the  Female 
Samfon^  made  fome  flay  with  us.  We  went  for 
a  week  together  to  fee  Mr.  Powell  eat  red-hot 
tobacco-pipes,  and  fwallow  fire  and  brimftone. 
The  Hermaphrodite  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
town  on  a  fcandalous  report,  that  a  lady  ufed 
frequently  to  vifit  him  in  private.  Mr.  Church 
for  fome  time  charmed  us  with  concertos  and 
fonatas  on  the  Jew's-Harp ;  and  at  our  lafl 
ball  we  footed  it  to  our  ufual  melody  of  the 
tabor  and  pipe,  accompanied  with  the  cymbal 
and  wooden  fpoons, 

I    WILL 
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I  WILL  not  tire  you  with  a  particular  detail  of 
all  our  entertainments,  but  confine  myfelf  at 
prefent  to  thofe  of  the  Stage.  About  the  middle 
of  laft  month,  there  came  among  us  one  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  who  are  famous  for  the  cure  of  every 
diftemper,  and  efpecially  thofe  pronounced  in- 
curable by  the  faculty.  The  vulgar  call  him  a 
Mountebank ;  —  but  when  I  confidered  his  impaf- 
fioned  fpeeches,  and  the  extempore  Stage  from 
which  he  uttered  them,  I  was  apt  to  compare 
him  to  The/pis  and  his  cart.  Again,  when  I 
beheld  the  Do&or  dealing  out  his  Drugs,  and  at 
the  fame  time  faw  his  Merry  Andrew  play  over  his 
tricks,  it  put  me  in  mind  of  a  tragi-comedy  j 
where  the  pathetic  and  the  ludicrous  are  fo  in- 
timately connected,  and  the  whole  piece  is  fo 
merry  and  fo  fad,  that  the  audience  is  at  a  lofs 
whether  they  (hall  laugh  or  cry. 

AFTER  the  Do&or  had  been  here  fome  time, 
there  came  down  two  or  three  emiflaries  from  a 
drolling  company,  in  order  (according  to  the 
player's  phrafe)  to  take  the  Town ;  but  the  Mayor 
being  a  ftri£t  Prefbyterian,  abfolutely  refufed  to 
licence  their  exhibitions.  The  players,  you  muft 
kn  ,w,  finding  this  a  good  town,  had  taken  a  leafe 
laft  fummer  of  an  old  fynagogue  deferted  by  the 
Jews  \  and  were  therefore  much  alarmed  at  this 

difap- 
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difappointment :  but  when  they  were  in  the  ut- 
moft  defpair,  the  ladies  of  the  place  joined  in  a 
petition  to  Mrs.  Mayorefs,  who  prevailed  on  her 
hufband  to  wink  at  their  performances.  The 
company  immediately  opened  their  fynagogue- 
theatre  with  the  Merchant  of  Venice :  and  find- 
ing the  Doctor's  Zany  a  droll  fellow,  they  de- 
coyed him  into  their  fervice;  and  he  has  fince 
performed  the  part  of  the  Mock  Dottor  with  uni- 
verfal  applaufe.  Upon  his  revolt  the  Doctor  him- 
felf  found  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  enter  of  the 
company ;  and  having  a  talent  for  tragedy,  has 
performed  with  great  fuccefs  the  Apothecary  in 
Romeo  and  Juliet. 

THE  performers  at  our  ruftic  theatre  are  far 
beyond  thofe  paultry  ftrollers,  who  run  about  the 
country,  and  exhibit  in  a  barn  or  a  cow-houfe  ; 
for  (as  their  Bills  declare)  they  are  a  Company 
of  Comedians  from  the  Theatres  Royal :  and  I 
allure  you,  they  are  as  much  applauded  by  our 
country  critics,  as  any  of  your  capital  actors. 
The  fhops  of  our  tradefmen  have  been  almoft 
deferted,  and  a  croud  of  weavers  and  hardware- 
men  have  elbowed  each  other  two  hours  before 
the  opening  of  the  doors,  when  the  bills  have 
informed  us  in  enormous  red  letters,  that  the  part 
of  George  Barnwell  was  to  be  performed  by 

Mr. 
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Mr. ,  at  the  particular  defire  of  feveral  ladies 

of  diftindtion.  It'  is  true,  indeed,  that  our  prin- 
cipal actors  have  moft  of  them  had  their  educa- 
tion in  Coveni-Garden,  or  Drury-Lane ;  but  they 
have  been  employed  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  drama 
in  a  degree  but  juft  above  a  fcene -(hifter.  An 
heroine,  to  whom  your  managers  in  town  (in 
envy  to  her  rifing  merit)  fcarce  allotted  the 
humble  part  of  a  confidante,  now  blubbers  out 
Andromache  or  Bdvidera ;  the  attendants  on  a 
monarch  ftrut  monarchs  themfelves,  mutes  find 
their  voices,  and  meflage-bearers  rife  into  heroes. 
The  humour  of  our  beft  comedian  confifts  in 
fhrugs  and  grimaces ;  he  jokes  in  a  wry  mouth, 
and  repartees  in  a  grin :  in  fhort,  he  pradtifes  on 
Congreve  and  Vanbrugb  all  thofe  diftortions,  that 
gained  him  fo  much  applaufe  from  the  galleries, 
in  the  drubs  which  he  was  condemned  to  un- 
dergo in  pantomimes.  I  was  vaftly  diverted  at 
feeing  a  fellow  in  the  character  of  Sir  Harry 
Wildair^  whofe  chief  action  was  a  continual 
prefling  together  of  the  thumb  and  fore-finger; 
which,  had  he  lifted  them  to  his  nofe,  I  fhould 
have  thought  he  defigned  as  an  imitation  of  taking 
fnuff:  but  I  could  eafily  account  for  the  caufe  of 
this  fingular  gefture,  when  I  difcovered,  that  Sir 
Harry  was  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  dextrous 
Mr.  Clippit  the  candle- fnuffer. 

You 
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You  would  laugh  to  fee,  how  ftrangely  the 
parts  of  a  play  are  caft.  They  played  Goto ;  and 
their  Marcia  was  fuch  an  old  woman,  that  when 
Jttba  came  on  with  his  — "  Hail !  charming 
"  maid !" — the  fellow  could  not  help  laughing. 
Another  night  I  was  furprifed  to  hear  an  eager 
lover  talk  of  ruming  into  his  miftrefs's  arms, 
rioting  on  the  ne<5tar  of  her  lips,  and  defiring  (in 
the  tragedy  rapture)  to  "  "hug  her  thus,  and  thus 
"  for  ever ;"  though  he  always  took  care  to  ftand 
at  a  moft  ceremonious  diftance ;  but  I  was  af- 
terwards very  much  diverted  at  the  caufe  of  this 
extraordinary  refpecT:,  when  I  was  told,  that  the 
lady  laboured  under  the  misfortune  of  an  ulcer  in 
her  leg,  which  occafioned  fuch  a  difagreeablc 
ftench,  that  the  performers  were  obliged  to  keep 
her  at  arm's  length.  The  entertainment  was 
Lethe:  and  the  part  of  the  Frenchman  was  per- 
formed by  a  South-Briton ;  who,  as  he  could  not 
pronounce  a  word  of  the  French  language,  fupplied 
it's  place  by  gabbling  in  his  native  Welch. 

THE  decorations,  or  (in  the  theatrical  dialect) 
the  property  of  our  company,  are  as  extraordinary 
as  the  performers.  Othello  raves  about  a  checked 
handkerchief;  the  Ghoft  in  Hamlet  ftalks  in  a 
poftilion's  leathern-jacket  for  a  coat  of  mail ; 
and,  in  a  new  Pantomime  of  their  own, 

Cupid 
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Cupid  enters  with  a  fiddle-cafe  flung  over 
his  fhoulders  for  a  quiver.  The  apothecary  of 
the  town  is  free  of  the  houfe,  for  lending  them  a 
a  peftle  and  mortar  to  ferve  as  the  bell  in  Venice 
Preferred ;  and  a  barber-furgeon  has  the  fame  pri- 
vilege, for  furniftiing  them  with  bafons  of  blood 
to  befmear  the  daggers  in  Macbeth.  Macbeth  him- 
felf  carries  a  rolling-pin  in  his  hand  for  a  trun- 
cheon ;  and,  as  the  breaking  of  glafles  would  be 
very  expenfive,  he  dafhes  down  a  pewter  pint  pot 
at  the  fight  of  Banquets  Ghoft. 

A  FRAY  happened  here  the  other  night,  which 
was  no  fmall  diverfion  to  the  audience.  It  feems, 
there  had  been  a  great  conttft  between  two  of  thefe 
mimic  heroes,  which  was  the  fitted  to  play  Richard 
the  Third.  One  of  them  was  reckoned  to  have 
the  better  perfon,  as  he  was  very  round-fhoul- 
dered,  and  one  of  his  legs  was  (horter  than  the 
other  ;  but  his  antagonift  carried  the  part,  be- 
caufe  he  Jiarted  beft  in  the  Tent-Scene.  How- 
ever, when  the  curtain  drew  up,  they  both 
rufhed  in  upon  the  ftage  at  once ;  and  bawling 
out  together  "  Now  are  our  brows  bound  with 
"  victorious  wreaths,"  they  both  went  through 
the  whole  fpeech  without  flopping. 

y  I  am,  dear  Coufin,  yours,  &c. 

NUMB. 
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Illedabit  populo,  patribufque,  equitique  legendum. 

MART. 

Boo  fa,  that  ike  knowledge  of  the  world  can  Jbew9 
Such  as  might  pleafe  a  ladyy  or  a  beau. 

WHEN  I  confider  the  abfurd  tafte  for  lite- 
rature, that  once  prevailed  among  our 
perfons  of  diftinclion,  I  cannot  but  applaud  the 
reformation,  which  has  been  fince  brought  about 
in  this  article  by  the  polite  world.  A  Duke  of 
Newcajlle  made  himfelf  remarkable  by  a  Trea- 
tife  on  Horfemanfhip ;  a  Rochejler  fupplicd  the 
place  of  Ovid  in  the  clofets  of  men  of  pleafure  ; 
and  even  the  ladies  of  former  ages  facrificed  to 
love  in  Novels  and  Romances.  I  will  not  men- 
tion a  Shaft  cfoury^  as  our  prefent  age  has  pro- 
duced a  Bolingbroke. — We  of  this  generation  are 
wifer  than  to  fuffer  our  youth  of  quality  to  lofe 
their  precious  time  in  ftudying  the  belles  kttres, 
while  our  only  care  is  to  introduce  them  into  the 
beau  monde.  A  modern  peer,  inftead  of  laying 
down  the  theory  of  horfemanmip,  is  perfect  in 
the  practice,  and  commences  jockey  himfelf; 
and  our  rakes  of  fafhion  are  content  with  acting 

the 
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the  fcenes,  which  Rocbefter  defcribed.  Our  ladies 
are,  indeed,  very  well  qualified  to  publifh  a  recital 
of  amours ;  and  one  in  particular  has  already  en- 
tertained the  world  with  memoirs  of  her  own  in- 
trigues, cuckoldoms  and  elopements. 

I  AM  very  glad  to  find  the  prefent  age  fo  en- 
tirely free  from  pedantry.  Some  part  of  the  polite 
world  read,  indeed,  but  they  are  fo  wife  as  to  read 
only  for  amufement  ;  or  at  leaft  only  to  improve 
themfelves  in  the  more  modern  and  fafhionable 
fciences.  A  Treatife  on  Whift  has  more  ad- 
mirers than  a  Syftem  of  Logic,  and  a  New  Ata- 
lantis  would  be  more  univerfally  read  than  a 
Practice  of  Piety.  A  fine  gentleman  or  lady 
would  no  more  chufe  the  mind  of  a  pedant,  than 
the  perfon  of  a  cook-maid  or  a  porter.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  but  approve  of  the  plan  laid  down  by 
the  writer  of  the  following  letter,  and  would 
recommend  it  to  all  perfons  of  fafhion  to  fubfcribe 
to  his  propofals. 

S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  long  obferved  with  infinite  regret  'the 
little  care  that  is  taken,  to  fupply  perfons  of 
diftin&ion  with  proper  books  for  their  inftruc- 
tion  and  amufement.     It  is  no  wonder,  that  they 
fhould  be  fo  averfe  to  ftudy,   when  learning  is 

rendered 
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rendered  fo  difagreeable.  Common  creatures, 
indeed,  as  foon  as  they  can  fpell,  may  be  made 
to  read  a  dull  chapter  in  the  Teftament ;  after 
which  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  or  fome  other 
ufelefs  good  book,  may  be  put  into  their  hands  : 
but  thefe  can  never  inftruft  a  man  of  the  world 
to  fay  fine  things  to  a  lady,  or  to  fwear  with  a 
gcod  grace.  Among  a  few  dirty  pedants  the 
knowledge  of  Greek  and  Latin  may  be  culti- 
vated ;  but  among  fine  gentlemen  thefe  are  juftly 
difcarded  for  French  and  Italian.  Why  fhould 
perfons  of  quality  trouble  themfelves  about  Ma- 
thematics and  Philofophy,  or  throw  away  their 
time  in  fcratching  circles  and  triangles  on  a  flate, 
and  then  rubbing  them  out  again  ?  All  the  Al- 
gebra requifite  for  them  to  know,  is  the  com- 
bination of  figures  on  the  dice  ;  nor  could  Euclid 
be  of  any  ufe  to  them,  except  he  had  reprefented 
the  moft  graceful  attitudes  in  fencing,  or  drawn 
out  the  lines  of  a  minuet. 

IN  order  to  remedy  thefe  inconveniences,  and 
that  the  erudition  of  perfons  of  fafihion  may  be 
as  different  from  the  vulgar  knowledge  of  the  reft 
of  mankind  as  their  drefs,  I  have  formed  a  pro- 
ject for  regulating  their  ftudies.  An  old  crabbed 
philofopher  once  told  a  monarch,  that  there  was 

no  Royal  way  of  learning  the  Mathematics : • 

Firft 
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Firft  then,  as  to  the  mufty  volumes  which  con- 
tain Greek,  Latin^  and  the  Sciences,  (fince  there 
is  no  gemeel  method  of  coming  at  the  knowledge 
of  them,)  I  would  banifli  them  entirely  from  the 
polite  world,  and  have  them  chained  down  in 
univerfity  libraries,  the  only  places  where  they 
can  be  ufeful  or  entertaining.  Having  thus 
cleared  the  {helves  of  this  learned  lumber,  we 
(hall  have  room  to  fill  them  more  elegantly.  To 
this  end,  I  have  collected  all  fuch  books,  as  are 
proper  to  be  perufed  by  people  of  quality  5  and 
fhall  fhortly  make  my  fcheme  public  by  opening 
an  handfome  room  under  the  title  of  the  Polite 
Circulating  Library.  Many  of  my  books  are  en- 
tirely new  and  original :  all  the  modern  novels, 
and  moft  of  the  periodical  papers  fall  fo  dire&ly 
in  with  my  plan,  that  they  will  be  fure  to  find 
a  place  in  my  library  ;  and  if  Mr.  TOWN  (hews 
himfelf  an  encourager  of  my  Scheme,  I  (hall  ex- 
peel;  to  fee  peers  and  peerefTes  take  up  the  pen* 
and  ftiine  in  the  CONNOISSEUR. 

I  INTEND  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  to 
publifh  my  propofals  at  large,  and  in  the  mean 
time  beg  you  to  fubmit  the  following  Specimen 
of  my  Books  to  the  public. 


CATA- 
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CATALOGUE    of    BOOKS,    &c. 
"1^  Evelation,  a  Romance. 

The  Complete  Cook,  by  Solomon  Gundy. 
The  Gentleman's  Religion.    By  a  Free-Thinker. 

Diflertation  on  Parties.  Or  an  EfTay  on  break- 
ing of  Eggs.  Addrefled  to  the  Big  and  Little 
Endians. 

A  Defence  of  Alexander  the  Copperfmith  againft 
St.  Paul.  By  the  late  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

The  Pra&ice  of  Bagnios :  or  the  Modern  Me- 
thod of  Sweating. 

The  Ladies  Difpenfatory :  Containing  the  moft 
approved  Recipes  for  Tooth-Powders,  Lip- 
Salves,  Beautifying  Lotions,  Almond  Pailes, 
Ointments  for  Freckles,  Pomatums,  and  Hy- 
fteric  Waters;  according  to  the  prefent 
Praftice. 

A  Defcription  of  THE  WORLD  ;  with  the  Lati- 
tudes of  Vaux-Hall,  Ranelagh,  the  Theatres, 
the  Opera-Houfe,  &c.  calculated  for  the  Me- 
ridian of  St.  James's. 

A  Map 
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A  Map  of  the  Roads  leading  to  Tyburn.     By 

James  Maclean,    Efq;    late  Surveyor  of  the 

High-Ways. 

Eflay  on  Delicacy.   By  an  Enfign  of  the  Guards, 
The  Art  of  Diflembling.     From  the  French. 

A  New  Way  to  pay  Old  Debts.  From  the  Ori- 
ginal publifhed  at  Berlin. 

The  Spirit  of  Laws.  With  Notes  on  the  Game- 
Ac!:,  the  Jew-Bill,  and  the  Bill  for  preventing 
Marriages. 

Jargon  verfus  Common  Senfe.  By  a  Bencher 
of  Lincoln's  Inn. 

Univerfal  Arithmetic.  Containing  Calculations 
for  laying  the  Odds  at  Horfe-racing,  Cocking, 
Card-playing,  &c. 

Optics,  or  the  Ufe  of  Opera-GlafTes ;  with  the 
Importance  and  Benefit  of  Near-Sightednefs 
confidered.  To  which  is  added,  a  DifTertation 
on  the  portable  Pocket  Looking- Glafs. 

The  Modern  Gymnafium.    By  Broughton. 

Geometry 
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Geometry  made  eafy,  and  adapted  to  the  meaneft 

Capacity.     By  Nath.  Hart,  Dancing-Mafter 

to  Grown  Gentlemen. 

De  Oratore,  or  the  Art  of  fpeaking  on  all  Sub- 
jects. By  Andrew  Mac  Broad,  F.  R.  H.  S. 
Fellow  of  the  Robin  Hood  Society. 

A  DifTertation  on  the  Miracle  of  the  Five  Loaves. 
By  the  Baker,  Prefident  of  the  fame  Society. 

Garrick  upon  Death ;  with  an  Account  of  the  fe- 
veral  Diftortions  of  the  Face,  and  Writhing?  of 
the  Body  5  and  particular  Directions  concerning 
Sighs,  Groans,  Ohs,  Ahs,  &c.  &c.  for  the 

Ufe  of  Young  Aclors. 

The  Court  Regifter  ;  Containing  an  exa&  Lift  of 
all  Public  Days,  Routs,  Affemblies,  &c.  where 
and  when  kept. 

The  Englifhman  in  Paris. 

The  Englifliman  returned  from  Paris. 

The  Whole  Duty  of  Woman.  Difpofed  under 
the  Articles  of  Vifiting,  Cards,  Mafquerades, 
Plays,  Drefs,  &c. 

A  DifTertation  on  the  Waters  of  Tunbridge, 
Cheltenham,  Scarborough,  and  the  Bath : 

Shewing 
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Shewing  their  wonderful  Efficacy  in  removing 
the  Vapours  ;  —  with  Directions  how  to  ailifi 
their  Operations  by  -ufing  the  Exercife  or' 
Country-Dancing. 

The  Traveller's  Guide,  or  Young  Nobleman's 
Vade  Mecum.  Containing  an  ex&  Lift  of 
the  moft  eminent  Peruke  Makers,  Taylors, 
and  Dancing-Mailers,  &c.  Being  the  Sum 
of  a  Gentleman's  Experience  during  his  Tour 
through  France  and  Italy. 

Honour,  or  the  Fafhionable  Combat. — Hounflow 
Heath,  or  the  Dernier  Refort. — The  Suicide, 
or  the  Coup  de  Grace* TRAGEDIES. 

The  Virgin  Unmafk'd. — Mifs  in  her  Teens. — 
The  Debauchees.— She  would,  ifihe  could.-— 
The  Carelefs  Hufband.—  The  Wanton  Wife. 

— The  Innocent  Adultery. COMEDIES  ;  as 

they  are  now  acting  with  univerfal  Applaufe. 

The  True  Patriot,  a  FARCE. 

Handeli,  Geminiani,  Degiardini,  Chabrani,  Paf- 

quali,  Pafqualini,  PafTerini,  Baumgarteni,  Gua- 

dagni,  Frafi,  Galli,  item  aliorum  Harmonio- 

iiffimorum  Signororum  et  Signorarum  OPERA. 

T 
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NUMB.-  XXV.   Thursday*  July  1 8,   1754. 

Vivimus  ambitiosa 

Paupertate.     • Juv. 

A  lacd)  embroider  d^  powder  d^  leggar-croud^ 
Haughty  ^  yet  even  poorer  than  there  proud. 

A  LITTLE  Frenchman^  commonly  known  in 
town  by  the  name  of  Count,  and  whofe 
figure  has  been  long  ftuck  up  in  the  windows  of 
printmcps,  was  always  remarkable  for  the  mean- 
nefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  foppery,  of  his 
appearance.  His  {hoes,  though  perhaps  capped 
at  the  toe,  had  red  heels  to  them  j  and  his  ftock- 
ings,  though  often  full  of  holes,  were  conftantly 
rolled  up  over  his  knees.  By  good  luck  he  was 
cnce  matter  of  half  a  guinea ;  and  having  a  great 
longing  for  a  feather  to  his  hat,  and  a  very 
preffing  neceflity  for  a  pair  of  breeches,  he  de- 
bated with  himfelf  about  the  difpofal  of  his  mo- 
ney. However,  his  vanity  got  the  better  of  his 
neceflity ;  and  the  next  time  the  Count  appeared 
in  the  Mall,  bv  the  ornaments  of  his  head  you 
would  have  imagined  him  a  Beau,  and  by  the 
nether  part  of  his  drefs  you  would  have  taken  him 
for  a  Heathen  Philofopher. 

THE 
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THE  conduct  of  this  Frenchman,  however  ri- 
diculous, is  copied  by  a  multitude  of  people  in 
this  town.  Xo  the  fame  little  pride  of  defiring 
to  appear  finer  than  they  can  afford,  are  owing 
the  many  rufty  fuits  of  black,  the  tyes  that  feem 
taken  from  the  bafket  of  a  ftioeboy,  and  the 
fmart  waiftcoats  edged  with  a  narrow  cord, 
which  ferves  as  an  apology  for  lace.  I  know  a 
man  of  this  caft,  who  has  but  one  coat ;  but  by 
now  and  then  turning  the  cuffs,  and  changing 
the  cape,  it  pafles  for  two.  He  ufes  the  fame 
artifice  with  his  peruke,  which  is  naturally  a  kind 
of  flowing  Bob ;  but  by  the  occafional  addition 
of  two  tails,  it  fometimes  appears  as  a  Major. 
Of  this  fort  of  men  are  compofed  the  numerous 
fraternity  of  the  fhabby-genteel,  who  are  the 
chief  fupport  of  the  clothiers  in  Monnwuth  -Street, 
and  the  barbers  in  Middle- Row. 

WOMEN  are  naturally  fo  fond  of  ornament, 
that  it  is  no  wonder  we  fhould  meet  with  fo 
many  fecond-hand  gentry  in  that  fex.  Hence 
arife  the  red -armed  belles,  that  appear  in  the  park 
every  Sunday ;  hence  it  is,  that  facks  and  petenlairs 
may  be  feen  at  Moor  fields  and  White-Chapel', 
and  that  thofe,  who  are  ambitious  to  fhine  in 
diamonds,  glitter  in  pafte  and  Scotch  pebbles. 
When  I  fee  the  wives  and  daughters  of  tradefmen 
K  2  and 
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and  mechanics  make  fuch  attempts  at  finery,  I 
cannot  help  pitying  their  poor  fathers  and  huf- 
bands ;  and  at  the  fame  time  am  apt  to  corrfider 
their  drefs  as  a-robbery  on  the  {hop.  Thus,  when 
I  obferve  the  tawdry  gentility  of  a  tallow-chan- 
dler's daughter,  I  look  upon  her  as  hung  round 
with  long  fixes,  fhort  eights,  and  rufh-lights ; 
and  when  I  contemplate  the  aukward  pride  of  drefs 
in  a  butcher's  wife,  I  fuppofe  her  carrying  about 
her  furloins  of  beef,  fillets  of  veal,  and  {houlders 
of  mutton.  I  was  vaftly  diverted  with  a  difco- 
very  I  made  a  few  days  fmce.  Going  upon  fome 
bufmefs  to  a  tradefman's  houfe,  I  furprifed  in  a 
very  extraordinary  difhabille  two  females,  whom 
I  had  been  frequently  ufed  to  fee  frrangely 
dizened  out  in  the  Mall.  Thefe  fine  ladies,  it 
Teems,  were  no  other  than  my  honeft  friend's 
daughters ;  and  one,  who  always  drefies  the  fa^ 
miiy  dinner,  was  genteely  employed  in  winding 
up  the  jack,  while  the  other  was  up  to  the  elbows 
in  foap-fuds. 

A  DESIRE  of  grandeur  and  magnificence  is 
often  abfurd  in  thofe,  who  can  fupport  it;  but 
when  it  takes  hold  of  thofe,  who  can  fcarce  fur- 
nifh  themfelves  with  necefTaries,  their  poverty, 
inftead  of  demanding  our  pity,  becomes  an  ob- 
ject of  ridicule.  Many  families  among  thofe, 

who 
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who  are  called  middling  people,  are  not  content 
without  living  elegantly  as  well  as  comfortably, 
and  often  involve  themfelves  in  very  comical 
diftrefies.  When  they  aim  at  appearing  grand 
in  the  eye  of  the  world,  they  grow  proportion- 
ably  mean  and  fordid  in  private.  I  went  the 
other  day  to  dine  with  an  old  friend ;  and  as  he 
ufed  to  keep  a  remarkable  good  table,  I  was  fur- 
prifed  that  I  could  fcarce  make  a  meal  with  him. 
After  dinner  he  rung  the  bell,  and  ordered  the 
chariot  to  be  got  ready  at  fix  ;  and  then  turning 
to  me  with  an  air  ef  fuperiority,  alked  if  he 
fhould  fet  me  down.  Here  the  riddle  was  out ; 
and  I  found  that  his  equipage  had  eat  up  his  ta- 
ble, and  that  he  was  obliged  to  ftarve  his  family 
to  feed  his  horfes. 

I  A  M  acquainted  at  another  houfe,  where 
the  m after  keeps  an  account  againft  himfelfr 
This  account  is  exactly  ftated  in  a  large  ledger- 
book.  What  he  faves  from  his  ordinary  expences 
he  places  under  the  title  of  DEBTOR,  and  what 
he  runs  out  is  ranged  under  CREDITOR.  I  had 
lately  an  opportunity  of  turning  over  this  curious 
account,  and  could  not  help  fmiling  at  many  of 
.  the  articles.  Among  the  reft  I  remember  the 
following,  with  which  I  (hall  prefent  the  reader. 

K  3  DEBTOR 
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DEBTOR. 

Dined  abroad  all  this  week — My  Wife  ill — Saw 
no  Company — Saved  feven  Dinners,  &c. 

Kept  Lent,  and  faved  in  Table-Charges  the  Ex- 
pence  of  four  Weeks. 

Bated  from  the  Baker's  Bill  Haifa  Crown. 

Saved  in  Apparel,  by  my  Family  continuing  to 
wear  Mourning  three  Months  longer  than  was 
requifite,  for  the  Death  of  an  Aunt. 

Received  i  7.  i  o  s.  of  the  Undertaker  in  lieu  of  a 
Scarf,  Hatband,  and  Gloves. 

CREDITOR. 

Went  to  the  Play  with  my  Wife  and  Daughters — 
Sat  in  the  Boxes,  inftead  of  the  Gallery,  as 

ufual. Mem>  To  go  to  no  more  Plays 

this  Year. 

Invited  Sir  Charles  Courtly  and  Major  Standard  to 

Dinner. Treated  with  Claret,    and  two 

Courfes,  in  order  to  appear  handfome.  Mem. 
To  be  denied  to  every  body  before  Dinner- time 
for  thefe  next  three  Weeks, 

Sunday 
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Sunday — my  Wife  had  a  Rout — Loft  at  Whift 
thirty  Guineas. — Card-money  received,  Fifty 
Shillings  —N.  B.  My  Wife  muft  be  ill  again. 

Gave  at  Church  to  a  Brief  for  a  terrible  Fire, 
Six-pence. — Charity  begins  at  home. 

I  SHOULD  be  forry  to  have  this  method  of 
bal  lancing  accounts  become  general.  True 
ceconomy  does  not  merely  confift  in  not  ex- 
ceeding our  income,  but  in  fuch  a  judicious 
management  of  it,  as  renders  our  whole  appear- 
ance equal  and  confident.  We  fhould  laugh  at 
a  nobleman,  who,  to  fupport  the  expence  of 
running  horfes,  fhould  abridge  his  fettoapair; 
and,  that  his  jockies  might  come  in  firft  for  the 
plate,  be  content  to  have  his  family  dragged  to  his 
country-feat,  like  fervant-maids,  in  the  Caravan. 
There  are  many  well-meaning  people,  who  have 
the  pride  of  living  in  a  polite  quarter  of  the  town, 
though  they  are  diftrefied  even  to  pay  the  taxes ; 
and  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  fee  one  par- 
ticular room  in  an  houfe  furnifhed  like  a  palace, 
while  the  reft  have  fcarce  the  neceflary  accommo- 
dations of  an  inn.  Such  a  conduct  appears  to  me 
equally  ridiculous  with  that  of  the  Frenchman^  who 
(according  to  the  jeft)  for  the  take  of  wearing 
ruffles,  is  contented  to  go  without  a  fhirt. 

K  4  THIS 
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THIS  endeavour  to  appear  grander  than  out 
circumftances  will  allow,  is  no  where  To  con- 
temptible as  among  thofe  men  of  pleafure  about 
town,  wha  have  not  fortunes  in  any  proportion 
to  their  fpirit.  Men  of  quality  have  wifely  con- 
trived, that  their  fins  fhould  be  expenfive :  for 
which  reafon  thofe,  who  with  equal  tafte  have 
lefs  money,  are  obliged  to  be  ceconomifts  in  their 
fins,  and  are  put  to  many  little  fhifts  to  appear  to- 
lerably profligate  and  debauched.  They  get  a 
knowledge  of  the  names  and  faces  of  the  moft 
noted  women  upon  town,  and  pretend  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  them ;  though  they  know 
none  of  that  order  of  ladies  above  the  draggle- 
tailed  proftitutes,  who  walk  the  Strand.  They 
talk  very  familiarly  of  the  King's- Arms,  and  are 
in  raptures  with  Mrs.  Allan's  jlaret ;  though  they 
always  dine  fnugly  at  a  chop-houfe,  and  fpend 
their  evening  at  an  ale-houfe  or  cyder -cellar. 
The  moft  ridkulous  character  I  know  of  this  fort 
is  a  young  fellow,  the  fon  of  a  rich  tobacconift  in 
the  city,  who  (becaufe  it  is  the  fafhion)  has  taken 
a  girl  into  keeping.  He  knows  the  world  better 
than  to  fet  her  up  a  chariot,  or  let  her  have  mg- 
ney  at  her  own  difpofal.  He  regulates  her 
expences  with  the  niceft  ceconomy,  employs 
every  morning  in  fetting  down  what  is  laid  out 
upon  her,  and  very  ferioufly  takes  an  account  of* 

rolls 
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rolls  and  butter,  two -pence — for  ribband,  one 
fhilling  and  four-pence — pins,  an  half-penny, 
&c.  &c.  Thus  does  he  reconcile  his  extra- 
vagance and  frugality  to  each  other ;  and  is  as 
penurious  and  exa&  as  an  ufurer,  that  he  may 
be  as  genteel  and  wicked  as  a  lord. 
O 

NUMB.   XXVI.    Thurfday,  July  25,   1754. 


Hie  dies  vere  mihi  feftus  atras 

Eximet  curas. H  6  R. 

Of  all  the  days  are  In  the  week9 

I  dearly  love  but  one  day ; 
And  that's  the  day,  that  comes  between,. 

A  Saturday  and  Monday. 

OLD  BALLAD. 

A  GENTLEMAN  of  my  acquaintance  lately 
laid  before  me  an  eftimate   of  the  con- 
fumption   of  bread  and  cheefe,  cakes,  ale,  &c. 
in  all  the  little  towns  near  London  every  Sunday, 
It  is  incredible,  how  many  thoufand  buns  are  de- 
voured in  that  one  day  at  Chelfea  and  Paddmgton\ 
and  how  much  beer  is  fwallowed  at  IJllngton  and 
Mih-End.    Upon  the  whole  I  was  vaftly  enter- 
K  5  tained 
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tained  with  a  review  of  this  eftimate ;  and  could 
not  help  approving  the  obfervation  of  Tom  Brown^ 
"  that  the  Sabbath  is  a  very  fine  inftitution,  fince 
*c  the  very  breaking  it  is  the  fupport  of  half  the 
46  villages  about  our  metropolis." 

OUR  common  people  are  very  obfervant  of 
that  part  of  the  commandment,  which  enjoins 
them  to  do  no  manner  of  work  on  that  day ;  and 
which  they  alfo  feem  to  underftand  as  a  licence 
to  devote  it  to  pleafure.  They  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thrufting  their  heads  into  the  pillory  at 
Georgia^  being  fworn  at  Highgate,  and  rolling 
down  Flawflead  Kill  in  the  park  at  Greenwich* 
As  they  all  aim  at  going  into  the  country,  no- 
thing can  be  a  greater  misfortune  to  the  meaner 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  London  and  Weftminfler^ 
than  a  rainy  Sunday  :  and  how  many  honeft 
people  would  be  baulked  of  a  ride  once  a  week, 
if  the  legiflator  was  to  limit  the  hired  one-horfe 
chaifes  working  on  that  day  to  a  certain  number, 
as  well  as  the  hackney  coaches. 

The  fubftantial  tradefman  is  wheeled  down  to. 
his  fnug  Box ;  which  has  nothing  rural  about  it 
except  the  ivy  that  over-runs  the  front,  and  is 
placed  as  near  to  the  road  fide  as  poflible,  where 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  carriages  pafs  under  his 

window 
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window,  amply  compenfates  for  his  being  almoft 
{mothered  with  duft.  The  few  fmart  prenti  es, 
who  are  able  to  fit  an  horfe,  may  be  feen  fpurring^ 
their  broken- winded  hacks  up  the  hills :  and  the 
good-natured  hufband  together  with  his  mate  is 
dragged  along  the  road  to  the  envy  and  admira- 
tion of  the  foot  paflenger,  who  (to  compleat  the 
Sunday  picture)  trudges  patiently  wkh  a  child  in 
one  arm,  while  his  beloved  doxy  leans  on  the 
other,  and  waddles  at  his  fide  fweltering  beneath 
the  unufual  weight  of  an  hoop-petticoat., 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  country  has 
in  itfelf  any  peculiar  attra&ive  charms  to  thofe, 
who  think  themielves  out  of  the  world,  if  they 
are  not  within  the  found  of  Bow  Bell.  To  moft 
of  our  cockneys  it  ferves  only  as  an  excufe  for 
eating  and  drinking  ^  and  they  get  out  of  town,, 
merely  becaufe  they  have  nothing  to  do  at  home. 
A  brick-kiln  fmells  as  fweet  to  them  as  a  farm- 
yard  j  they  would  pafs  by  a  barn  or  an  hay-ftack 
without  notice ;  but  they  rejoice  at  the  fight  of 
every  hedge  ale-houfe,  that  promifes  good  home- 
brew'd.  As  the  reft  of  a  cit's  life  is  regular  and 
uniform,  his  Sunday  diverfions  have  as  little  va- 
riety ;  and  if  he  was  to  take  a  journal  of  them* 
Nve  might  fuppofe  that  it  would  run  much  in  the 
following  manner. 

K  6  SUNDAY 
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SUN  D  AY— Overflept  myfelf—  Did  not  rife 
'till  nine — Was  a  full  hour  in  pulling  on  my  new 
double-channeird  pumps — Could  get  no  break- 
faft,  my  wife  being  bufy  in  drefling  herfelf  for 
church. 

AT  ten — Family  at  church  —  Self  walked  to 
Mother  Red-cap's — Smoked  half  a  pipe,  and  drank 
a  pint  of  the  Alderman's.  N.  B.  The  beer  not 
fo  good  as  at  the  Adam  and  Eve  at  Pancras. 

DINED  at  one — Pudding  not  boiled  enough, 
fuet  mufty — Wife  was  to  drive  me  in  an  one- 
horfe  chair  to  fee  Mother  Wells*  at  Enfield- 
Wafk^  but  it  looked  likely  to  rain — Took  a  nap 
and  pofted  feven  pages  from  my  day-book,  'till 
five.  Mem.  Colonel  Pronnfe  has  loft  his  elec- 
tion, and  is  turned  out  of  his  place. — To  arreft 
him  to-morrow. 

AT  fix — Mrs.  Deputy  to  drink  tea  with  my 
wife  —  I  hate   their   flip   flops  —  Called  on  my 
neighbour  the  Common-Council-Man,  and  took. 
•  a  walk  with  him  to  Iflington. 

FROM  feven  to  eight — Smoked  a  pipe  at  the 
C0flky  eat  an  heart-cake,  and  drank  two  pints 
of  cyder.  N.  B.  To  drink  cyder  often,  be- 

caufe 
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caufe  neighbour  tells  me  it  is  good  for  the  ftone 
and  gravel. 

At  nine — Got  to  town  again,  very  much  fa- 
tigued with  the  journey — Pulled  off  my  claret- 
coloured  coat,  and  blue  fattin  waiftcoat — Went 
to  club,  fmoked  three  pipes,  came  home  at 
twelve,  and  flept  very  foundly,  'till  the  prentice 
called  me  to  go  and  take  out  a  writ  againfl 
Colonel  Promife. 

As  to  Perfons  of  quality,  like  Lady  Loverule 
in  the  farce,  they  cannot  fee  why  one  day  fliould 
be  more  holy  than  another  :  therefore  Sunday 
wears  the  fame  face  with  them,  as  the  reft  of  the 
week.  Accordingly,  for  fome  part  of  this  fum- 
mer  Ranelagk  was  opened  ^on  Sunday  evenings ; 
and  I  cannot  help  wondering,  that  the  cuftom 
did  not  continue.  It  muft  have  been  very  con- 
venient to  pafs  away  the  time  there,  'till  the 
hour  of  meeting  at  the  card-table  j  and  it  was. 
certainly  more  decent  to  fix  aflignations  there,, 
than  at  church. 

GOING  to  church  may,  indeed,  be  reckoned, 
among  our  Sunday  amufements,  as  it  is  made  a 
mere  matter  of  diverfion  among  many  well- 
meaning  people,  who  are  induced  to  appear  in< 

a  place 
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a  place  of  worfhip  from  the  fame  motives,  that 
they  frequent  other  public  places.  To  fome  it 
anfwers  all  the  purpofes  of  a  rout  or  affembly, — 
to  fee  and  be  feen  by  their  acquaintance ;  and 
from  their  bows,  nods,  curt'fies,  and  loud  con- 
verfations,  one  might  conclude,  that  they  ima- 
gined themfelves  in  a  drawing-room.  To  others 
it  affords  the  cheap  opportunity  of  {hewing  their 
tafte  for  drefs.  Not  a  few,  I  believe,  are  drawn 
together  in  our  cathedrals  and  larger  churches  by 
the  influence  of  the  mufic  rather  than  the  prayers  j 
and  are  kept  awake  by  a  jig  from  the  organ-loft, 
though  they  are  lulled  to  fleep  by  the  harangue 
from  the  pulpit.  A  well  difpofed  Chriftian  will 
go  a  mile  from  his  own  houfe  to  the  Temple- 
Church,  not  becaufe  a  Sberlsck  is  to  preach,  but 
to  hear  a  Solo  from  Stanley. 

BUT  though  going  to  church  may  be  deemed 
a  kind  of  amufement,  yet  upon  modern  principles 
it  appears  fuch  a  .very  odd  one  that  I  am  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  the  reafons,  which  induced 
our  anceftors  to  give  into  that  method  of  paffing 
their  Sunday.  At  leaft  it  is  fo  wholly  incompa- 
tible with  the  polite  fyftem  of  life,  that  a^perfon 
of  fafhion  (as  affairs  are  now  managed)  finds  it 
abfolutely  impofiible  to  comply  with  this  practice. 
Then  again,  the  fervice  always  begins  at  fuch 

unfafhionable 
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unfafhionable  hours,  that  in  the  morning  a  man 
muft  huddle  on  his  cloaths,  like  a  boy  to  run  to 
fchool,  and  in  an  afternoon  muft  inevitably  go 
without  his  dinner.  In  order  to  remove  all  thefe 
objections,  and  that  fome  Ritual  may  be  eftablifhed 
in  this  kingdom,  agreeable  to  our  inclinations,, 
and  confident  with  our  practice,  the  following 
SCHEME  has  been  lately  fent  me,  in  order  to  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  ferious  confideration  of  the  public. 

Imprimis,  IT  is  humbly  propofed,  lhat  Chrif- 
tianity  be  entirely  abolifhed  by  A&  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  no  other  religion  be  impofed  on 
us  in  it's  ftead ;  but  as  the  age  grows  daily 
more  and  more  enlightened,  we  may  at  laft 
be  quite  delivered  from  the  influence  of  fuper- 
ftition  and  bigotry. 

Secondly ',  THAT  in  order  to  prevent  our  ever 
relapfing  into  pious  errors,  and  that  the  common 
people  may  not  lofe  their  holiday,  every  Sunday 
be  fet  apart  to  commemorate  our  victory  over 
all  religion  ;  that  the  Churches  be  turned  into 
Free-thinking  Meeting- Houfes,  and  difcourfes 
read  in  them  to  confute  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
ftate,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  other  at>- 
furd  notions,  which  jfome  people  now  regard  as 
objects  of  belief. 

Thirdly 


The  CONNOISSEUR.  N°.  26. 
Thirdly,  THAT  a  Ritual  be  compiled  exaclly 
oppofite  to  our  prefent  Liturgy  ',  and  that,  inftead 
of  reading  portions  of  Scripture,  the  firft  and 
fecond  leflbns  fhall  confift  of  a  feclion  of  the 
Pofthumous  Works  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  or  of 
a  few  pages  from  the  writings  of  Spinoza, 
Cbubb9  Maundeville,  Hobbes,  Collins,  Tindal,  &c. 
from  which  writers  the  preachers  {hall  alfo 
take  their  text. 

Fourthly ,  THAT  the  ufual  Feafts  and  Fafts, 
viz.  Chriftmas  Day,  Eafter  Sunday,  Trinity 
Siknday,  &c.  be  ftill  preferved  j  but  that  on  thofe 
days  difcourfes  be  delivered  fuitable  to  the  oc- 
cafion,  containing  a. refutation  of  the  Nativity, 
the  Refurre&ion,  the  Trinity,  &c. 

Fifthly,  THAT  inftead  of  the  vile  melody  of  a 
clerk  bawling  out  two  ftaves  of  Sternhold  and 
Hopkins,  or  a  cathedral  choir  fmging  anthems 
from  the  pfalter,  fome  of  the  moft  fafhionable 
cantatas,  opera-airs,  fongs,  or  catches,  be  per- 
formed by  the  beft  voices  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  company. 

Lafily,  THAT  the  whole  fervice  be  conducted 
with  fuch  tafte  and  elegance,  as  may  render  thefe 
Free-thinking  Meeting- Houfes  as  agreeable  as  the 

Theatres  a 
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Theatres  j-and  that  they  may  be  even  more  judi- 
cioufly  calculated  for  the  propagation  of  atheifm 
and  infidelity)  than  the  Robin  Hood  Society  or 
the  Oratory  in  Clare  Market. 


NUMB.  XXVII.     Thurfday,  Auguft  i,   1754. 

Barbara,  Celarent,  Darii,  Ferio,  Baralipton. 
Words  full  of  found,'  but  quite  de-void  of  fenfe. 

IT  is  a  heavy  tax  upon  authors,  that  they  fhould 
always  be  expected  to  write  fenfe.  Some  few, 
indeed,  who  are  rich  in  fentiment,  pay  this  tax 
very  chearfully  ;  but  the  generality  endeavour 
one  way  or  another  to  elude  it.  For  this  purpofe 
fome  have  moulded  their  pieces  into  the  form,  of 
wings,  axes,  eggs,  and  altars  ;  while  others  have 
laced  down  the  fide  of  a  copy  of  verfes  with  the 
letters  of  their  miftrefs's  name,  and  called  it  art 
acroftic :  not  to  mention  the  curious  inventions 
of  rebufTes  and  anagrams.  For  the  fame  reafons,, 
the  modern  fong-writers  for  our  public  gardens, 
who  are  our  principal  love-  poets  at  prefent,  en- 
tertain us  with  fonnets  and  madrigals  in  Crambo. 
Authors,  who  promife  wit,  pay  us  off  with  puns 

and, 


2io  The  CONNOISSEUR.  N°.  27. 
and  quibbles  ;  and  with  our  writers  of  comedy, 
long  fwords,  fhort  jerkins,  and  tables  with  car- 
pets over  them,  pafs  for  incident  and  humour. 

BUT  no  artifice  of  this  fort  has  been  fo  often 
and  fo  fuccefsfully  practifed,  as  the  immoderate 
ufe  of  uncouth  terms  and  expreffions.  Words 
that  mean  nothing,  provided  they  found  big,  and 
fill  the  ear,  are  the  beft  fuccedaneum  for  fenfe. 
Nothing  fo  effe&ually  anfwers  Mr.  Bayes's  en- 
deavour to  elevate  and  furprife ;  and  the  reader, 
though  he  fees  nothing  but  ftraws  float  on  the 
furface,  candidly  fuppofes,  that  there  are  pearls 
and  diamonds  at  the  bottom.  Several  dull  au- 
thors, by  availing  themfelves  of  this  fecret,  have 
pafled  for  very  deep  wrirers ;  and  arrant  nonfenfe 
has  as  often  laid  fnugly  beneath  hard  words,  as  a 
{hallow  pate  beneath  the  folemn  appearance  of  a 
full-bottomed  periwig. 

THOSE,  who  are  employed  in  what  they  call 
abftraft  fpeculations,  moft  commonly  have  re- 
courfe  to  this  method.  Their  difTertations  are 
naturally  expected  to  illuftrate  and  explain ;  but 
this  is  fometimes  a  tafk  above  their  abilities  :  and 
when  they  have  led  the  reader  into  a  maze,  from 
which  they  cannot  deliver  him,  they  very  wifely 
bewilder  him  the  more.  This  is  the  cafe  with 

thofe 
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thofe  profound  writers,  who  have  treated  con- 
cerning the  efience  of  matter,  who  talk  very 
gravely  of  cuppeity^  tabletty^  tallow -candleily^  and 
twenty  other  things  with  as  much  found  and  as 
little  fignification.  Of  thefe  we  may  very  well* 
fay  with  the  poet, 

Such  laboured  nothings  in  fo  Jlrange  a  Jllle^ 
Amaze  tW  unlearn*  d>  and  make  the  learned  f mile. 

POPE. 

No  mode  of  expreffion  throws  fuch  an  impe- 
netrable mift  over  a  work,  as  an  unneceflary  pro- 
fulion  of  Technical  Terms.  This  will  appear 
very  plainly  to  thofe,  who  will  turn  over  a  few 
pages  of  any  modern  collection  of  voyages.  De- 
fcriptions  of  a  ftorm  makes  fome  of  the  fineft  and 
moft  {Inking  pafiages  in  the  beft  poets  ;  and  it  is 
for  thefe  in  particular,  that  Longinus  admires  the 
OdyJJey.  The  real  circumftances  of  a  ftorm  are 
in  themfelves,  without  the  aid  of  poetical  orna- 
ments, very  affecting ;  yet  whoever  reads  an  ac- 
count of  them  in  any  of  our  writers  of  voyages, 
will  be  fo  puzzled  and  perplexed  with  Starboard 
and  Larboard,  the  Main-maft  and  Mizen-maft^ 
and  a  multitude  of  Sea-terms,  that  he  will  not 
be  the  leaft  moved  at  the  diftrefs  of  the  (hip's 
crew.  The  abfurdity  of  this  did  not  efcape  Siu/ff, 

who 
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who  has  ridiculed  it  by  a  mock  defcription  of  ths 
feme  kind  in  \\\sGulliver.  Thofe,who  treat  military 
fubjetSls,  are  equally  ridiculous :  they  overwhelm 
you  with  Counterfcarps,  Palifades9  Baft  ions  ^  &c. 
and  fo  fortify  their  no-meaning  with  hard  words, 
that  it  is  abfolutely  impoflible  to  beat  them  out 
of  their  intrenchments.  Such  writers,  who 
abound  in  Technical  Terms,  always  put  me  in 
mind  of  Ignoramus  in  the  play,  who  courts  his 
mhlrefs  out  of  the  law- dictionary,  runs  over  a 
long  catalogue  of  the  meflttages,  lands,  tene- 
ments, barns,  outhoufes,  &c.  of  which  he  will 
put  her  in  pofieffion,  if  (he  will  join  ijfue  with 
him,,  and  manifefts  his  paflion,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner that  he  would  draw  up  a  leafe. 

THIS  affectation  is  never  more  offenfive,  than 
when  it  gets  into  the  pulpit.  The  greater  part 
of  almoft  every  audience,  that  fits  under  our 
preachers,  are  ignorant  and  illiterate,  and  fhould 
therefore  have  every  thing  delivered  to  them  in 
as  plain,  fimple,  and  intelligible  a  manner  as 
poflible.  Hard  words,  if  they  have  any  meaning, 
can  only  ferve  to  make  them  flare  j  and  they  can 
never  be  edified  by  what  they  do  not  underftand. 
Young  clergymen,  juft  come  from  the  univerfity, 
are  proud  of  (hewing  the  world,  that  they  have 
been  reading  the  Fathers,  and  are  fond  of  enter- 
ing 
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ing  on  the  moft  abftrufe  points  of  divinity.  But 
they  would  employ  their  time  more  to  their  own 
credit,  as  well  as  the  improvement  of  their  hearers, 
if  they  would  rather  endeavour  to  explain  and 
inforce  the  precepts  of  the  Apoftles  and  Evan- 
gelifts,  than  retail  the  confufed  hypothefes  of 
crabbed  metaphyficians. 

As  to  EfTays,  and  all  other  pieces  that  come 
under  the  denomination  of  familiar  writings,  one 
would  imagine,  that  they  muft  neceffarily  be  writ- 
ten in  the  eafy  language  of  nature  and  common- 
fenfe.  No  writer  can  flatter  himfelf,  that  his  pro- 
du£lions  will  be  an  agreeable  part  of  the  equipage 
of  the  tea-table,  who  writes  almofl  too  abftrufely 
for  the  ftudy,  and  involves  his  thoughts  in  hard 
words  and  affected  latinifms.  Yet  this  has  been 
reckoned  by  many  the  ftandard  ftile  for  thefe 
loofe  detached  pieces.  Addifon  was  proud  that 
he  could  boaft,  of  having  drawn  learning  out  of 
fchools  and  colleges  into  clubs  and  coffee-houfes, 
as  Socrates  was  faid  to  draw  morality  from  the 
clouds  to  dwell  among  men  :  but  thefe  people 
(as  Lord  Bolingbroke  pretends  to  fay  of  the  fame 
Socrates)  mount  the  clouds  themfelves.  This 
new-fangled  manner  of  delivering  our  fentiments  is 
called  writing  found  fenfe  :  and  if  I  find  this  mode 
feems  likely  to  prevail,  I  fhall  certainly  think  it 

expedient 
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expedient  to  give  into  it,  and  very  fuddenly  oblige 
the  world  with  a  CONNOISSEUR  fo  fcnfibk>  that 
it  will  be  impofiible  to  underftand  it. 

But  hard  words  and  uncouth  ways  of  exprefllng 
ourfelves  never  appear  with  fo  ill  a  grace,  as  in 
our  common  converfation. In  writing  we  ex- 
peel:  fome  degree  of  exa&nefs  and  precifion  ;  but 
if  even  there  they  feem  harfh  and  difagreeable, 
when  they  obftrucl:  the  freedom  of  our  familiar 
chat,  they  either  make  us  laugh,  or  put  us  out 
of  patience.  It  was  imagined  by  the  ancients, 
that  things  were  called  by  one  name  among  mor- 
tals, and  by  another  among  the  Gods :  In  like 
manner  fome  gentlemen,  who  would  be  ac- 
counted fine-fpoken  perfons,  difdain  to  men- 
tion the  moft  trivial  matters  in  the  fame  terms 
with  the  reft  of  the  world ;  and  fcarce  enquire 
how  you  do,  or  bid  you  good-morrow,  in  any 
phrafe  that  is  intelligible.  It  always  puts  me  in 
pain  to  find  a  lady  give  into  this  practice  :  If  fhe 
makes  no  blunder,  it  fets  very  ungracefully  upon 
her;  but  it  is  ten  to  one,  that  the  rough  un- 
couth fyllables,  that  form  thefe  words,  are  too 
harfh  and  big  for  the  pretty  creature's  mouth; 
and  then  fhe  maims  them  and  breaks  them  to  her 
ufe  fo  whimfically,  that  one  can  fcarce  tell  whether 
fhe  is  talking  French  or  Englljb.  I  (hall  make  no 

more 
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more  reflections  on  this  fubject  at  prefent,  but 
conclude  my  paper  with  a  fhort  ftory. 

A  MERRY  fellow,  who  was  formerly  of  the 
univerfity,  going  through  Cambridge  on  a  journey, 
took  it  into  his  head  to  call  on  his  old  tutor.  As 
it  is  no  great  wonder,  that  pedantry  fhould  be 
found  in  a  college,  the  tutor  ufed  to  lard  his  con- 
verfation  with  numberlefs  hard  words  and  forced 
derivations  from  the  Latin.  His  pupil,  who  had 
a  mind  to  banter  the  old  gentleman  on  his  dar- 
ling foible,  when  he  vifited  him,  entered  his 
chambers  with  an  huge  dictionary  under  his 
arm.  The  firft  compliments  were  fcarce  over, 
before  the  tutor  bolted  out  a  word  big  enough  for 
the  mouth  of  Garagantua.  Here  the  pupil  begged 
that  he  would  ftop  a  little ;  and  after  turning 
over  his  dictionary  defired  him  to  proceed.  The 
learned  gentleman  went  on,  and  the  pupil  feemed 
to  liften  with  great  attention,  till  another  word 
came  out  as  hard  as  the  former,  at  which  he  again 
interrupted  him,  and  again  had  recourfe  to  his 
dictionary. — This  appears  to  me  the  only  way  of 
converfmg  with  perfons  of  fo  pompous  an  elocu- 
tion ;  unlefs  we  convert  the  orators  themfelves 
into  Lexicons  to  interpret  their  own  phrafes,  by 
troubling  them  to  reduce  the  meaning  of  their 
fine  fpeeches  into  plain  Englijh, 

O  NUMB. 
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Sequar  atris  ignibus  abfens, 


Omnibus  umbra  locis  adero,  dabis  improbe  poenas* 

VlRG. 

Thou  to  tly  crime  Jhalt  feel  the  vengeance  due  : 
With  bell's  black  fires  for  ever  Pll  perfue  ; 
In  every  place  my  injured  Jhade  jhall  rifey 
And  CONSCIENCE  Jllll  present  me  to  thy  eyes. 

TOM  DARE-DEVIL,  who  was  fo 
much  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  our  BUCKS 
that  he  gained  the  appellation  of  STAG,  finifhed 
a  courfe  of  continual  debaucheries,  and  was  car- 
ried off  laft  week  by  a  phrenetic  fever.  I  hap- 
pened to  be  prefent  at  his  lail  moments  ;  and  the 
remembrance  of  him  ftill  dwells  fo  Jtrongly  on 
my  mind,  that  I  fee  him,  I  hear  him,  in  all  the 
agonies  of  defpair,  ftarting,  trembling,  and  ut- 
tering the  moft  horrid  execrations.  His  confci- 
ence  at  the  approach  of  death  had  conjured  up 
before  him  "  ten  thoufand  devils  with  their  red- 
"  hot  fpits,"  who  afTumed  the  fhapes  of  all  thofe 
whom  he  had  injured,  and  "  came  hiffing  on 
"  him"  to  retaliate  their  wrongs.  "  Save  me, 
"  fave  me,"  he  would  cry,  "  from  that  bleed- 
"  ing  form. — He  was  my  friend — but  I  run  him 
"  through  the  heart  in  a  quarrel  about  a  whore." 

—  «  Take 
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— "  Take  away  that  old  fellow — He  would  have 
"  carried  us  to  the  round-houfe — I  knocked  him 

"  down  with  his  own  ftaff, but  I  did  not 

"  think  the  poor  dog  would  have  died  by  it." 
When  the  nurfe  offered  him  a  draught  to  take, 
"  Why,  faid  he,  will  you  ply  me  with  Cham- 
"  pagne  ? — 'tis  a  damnable  liquor,  and  I'll  drink 
"  no  more  of  it."  In  one  of  his  lucid  intervals 
he  grafped  my  hand  vehemently,  and  burfting 
into  tears,  "  Would  to  God,  faid  he,  I  had 
"  died  twenty  years  ago."  At  length  his  un- 
willing foul  parted  from  the  body ;  and  the  laft 
words  we  heard  from  him  were  a  faint  ejacula- 
tion to  his  MAKER,  whom  he  had  blafphemed 
all  his  life.  His  (hocking  exit  made  me  refledt 
on  that  fine  paflage  in  the  Scriptures,  "  Let  me 
"  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  lat- 
"  ter  end  be  like  his."  _ . 

THE  behaviour  of  this  unhappy  wretch  af- 
forded a  dreadful  infiance  of  the  truth  of  that 
maxim,  There  is  no  hell  like  a  troubled  con- 
fclence.  ce  There  needs,  indeed,  no  ghoft  to  tell 
"  us  this  :" — But  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the 
confcience  of  every  living  reprobate  could  work 
on  his  imagination  in  the  fame  manner,  and  raife 
up  fuch  horrid  apparitions  to  torment  him. 
Where  is  the  wretch  fo  hardened,  who  would 

VOL.  I.  L  not 
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not  be  difmayed  at  thefe  terrors  ?  Or  who  could 
perfevere  in  a  courfe  of  wickednefs,  when  every 
frefh  offence  would  create  a  new  fury  to  haunt 
him  for  his  crimes  ? 

LET  us,  for  infrance,  take  a  view  of  the  moft 
glaring  circumftances  in  the  life  of  that  arch-in- 
fidel TOM  DARE-DEVIL  :  and  let  us  at  the  fame 
time  conceive  (if  poiEble)  what  pangs  he  muft 
have  felt,  had  every  flagitious  act  been  attended 
with  the  fame  phantoms  that  diffracted  him  on 
his  death-bed.  Firft  then,  let  us  contemplate 
him  as  a  parricide  ;  for  fo  he  may  be  called,  who 
by  repeated  difobedience  broke  the  heart  of  a 
moft  affectionate  father.  Could  filial  ingratitude 
receive  a  {harper  punifhment,  than  in  the  midft 
of  his  debaucheries  to  have  this  father  continually 
before  his  eyes,  expoftulatuig  with  him  on  his 
unnatural  behaviour  ?  "  O  my  fon,  (might  he 
have  heard  him  fay)  "  was  it  for  this  that  thy 
"  mother,  who  died  in  giving  thee  life,  begged 
"  me  with  her  laft  breath  to  be  kind  to  the  boy  ? 
«  Was  it  for  this  that  the  country  rung  with 
ce  joy  for  my  being  blefied  with  an  heir  ? — O  my 
"  child,  who  can  I  now  call  my  heir  ?  That 
<c  eftate,  which  I  was  fo  follicitous  to  improve 
"  for  thy  fake,  is  difilpated  among  jockeys, 

"  gamblers,  pimps,    and  proftitutes. If  you 

"  fhould 
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"  fnould  ever  have  a  fon,  may  His  ingratitude 
"  never  make  you  think  of  Me." 

TOM,  indeed,  took  care  never  to  have  any 
vexation  from  children :  He  had  too  great  a  fpi- 
rit  to  bear  the  {Jiackles  of  matrimony,  and  lived 
in  a  ftate  of  celibacy  among  bagnios.  Some- 
times he  made  inroads  on  private  life,  and  dif- 
turbed  the  peace  of  families  by  debauching  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  his  acquaintance.  Among 
other  gallant  exploits  he  decoyed  up  to  town  the 
daughter  of  a  country  gentleman,  where  he  ru- 
ined her,  and  then  left  her  to  linger  under  an  in- 
famous difeafe.  At  length  the  fruits  of  his  amour 
appeared  in  a  child,  which  foon  periflied  with 
it's  unhappy  parent  in  a  public  hofpital.  By  the 
fame  magic  of  the  fancy  let  us  raife  up  this  poor 
girl  with  the  infant  in  her  arms,  while  he  is 
wantoning  among  his  doxies,  and  lording  it  like 
a  bafliaw  over  the  vaflals  of  his  luft.  What  re- 
morfe  muft  this  villain  have  felt,  could  he  have 
imagined  her  to  have  addqefTed  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms ! cc  Behold  in  the  loathfome 

"  carcafe  of  this  babe  the  image  of  thyfelf;  foul, 

<c  rotten,  and  corrupt. How  could  I  fuffer 

u  fo  contemptible  a  creature  to  draw  me  from 
"  the  comfortable  protection  of  my  parents  ?— 
"  It  was  juft,  indeed,  that  I  ihould  fall  a  victim 

L  2  Ut0 
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"  to  my  folly  :  But  was  this  difeafed  infant 
"  quickened,  only  to  proclaim  my  difhonour 

<c  and  thy  infamy  ? Why  hadft  thou  yet 

"  the  power  left  to  propagate  mifery  even  to 
"  the  innocent  ?" 

TOM  had  often  fignalized  himfelf  as  a  duellift : 
His  confcience,  as  we  have  already  mentioned, 
upbraided  him  at  his  dying  moments  with  the 
murder  of  a  particular  friend.  He  had  once  ill 
luck  at  cards  ;  and  being  irritated  with  his  loflls, 
and  fufpecting  foul  play  on  the  part  of  his  anta- 
gonift,  he  took  him  by  the  nofe,  which  confe- 
quently  produced  a  challenge.  He  is  haftening 

to  the  field  of  battle  : but  he  fancies  himfeif 

followed  by  the  Manes  of  his  friend,  whom  on 
the  fame  unhallowed  ground  he  had  lately  facri- 
ficed  to  that  idol  HONOUR.  He  hears  him  call 

"  Turn,  madman,  turn,  and  look  on  Me. 

"  You  may  remember  with  what  reluctance 

<c  I  met  you You  forced  me  to  the  combat — 

"  and  I  was  even  pleafed,  that  the  victory  was 
<c  yours.  You  deprived  me  of  life  in  an  idle 
"  quarrel  about  a  creature,  whom,  at  your  return 
*c  from  the  murder  of  your  friend,  you  detected 

"  in  the  arms  of  another. It  was  Honour, 

"  that  induced  you  to  wound  the  bofom  of  one 

"  you  loved  : The  fame  Honour  now  calls 

"  you 
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"  you  to  give  a  fellow,  whom  you  defpife,  an 
"  opportunity  to  retaliate  the  injury  done  to  me. 

"  What  folly  is  it  to  put  your  life  into  the 

"  hands  of  a  fcoundrel,  who  you  fufpeft  has  al- 

*'  ready  robbed  you  of  your  fortune  ? But 

"  go  on,  and  let  your  death  rid  the  world  of  a 
<c  monfter,  who  is  defperate  enough  to  put  his 
"  own  life  on  the  hazard,  and  wicked  enough  to 

cc  attempt    that   of   another." It  happened, 

however,  that  TOM  had  no  occafion  for  fuch  a 
monitor,  as  the  perfon  whom  he  went  to  meet 
proved  as  great  a  coward,  as  he  was  a  cheat ; 
and  our  hero,  after  waiting  a  full  hour  in  his 
pumps,  and  parrying  with  the  air,  had  no  other 
revenge  for  the  lofs  of  his  money,  than  the  fatis- 
fadtion  of  porting  him  for  a  fcoundrel. 

THOUGH  the  hero  of  our  ftory  was  cut  off  in 
the  prime  of  his  life,  yet  he  may  be  faid,  like 
Neflor,  to  have  outlived  three  generations.  All 
the  young  fellows  of  fpirit'were  proud  to  be  en- 
rolled in  the  lift  of  his  companions ;  but  as  their 
conftitutions  were  more  puny  than  his,  three 
fets  of  them  had  dropt  into  the  grave,  and  left 
him  at  the  head  of  the  fourth.  He  would  often 
boaft  of  the  many  promifmg  geniufes,  who  had 
fallen  in  the  vain  attempt  of  keeping  pace  with 
him  in  the  various  fcenes  of  debauchery.  In  this 
L3  light 
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light  we  may  confider  him  as  an  acceflary  to  fo 
many  wanton  murders.  By  the  operation  of  his 
confcience,  at  every  tavern  door  he  might  have 
met  with  an  acquaintance  to  bar  his  paffage  ;  and 
in  the  midft  of  his  jollity,  like  Macbeth^  he  might 
have  dafhed  down  his  glafs,  and  imagined  that  he 
faw  a  departed  friend  filling  the  vacant  chair. 

FROM  the  nature  of  the  fads,  which  have  al- 
ready been  recorded  of  TOM  DARE-DEVIL,  the 
reader  will  eafily  conclude,  that  he  muft  have  been 
an  Atheift.  No  creature,  who  believed  in  a 
SUPREME  BEING,  could  have  acled  fo  vilely  to- 
wards his  fellow- creatures.  TOM  was  prefident 
of  an  abominable  club,  who  met  together  every 
Sunday  night  to  utter  the  moft  horrid  blafphemies. 
The  members  of  this  moft  fcandalous  fociety 
muft  have  heard  of  the  manner  of  their  great  tu- 
tor's death  : Let  us  imagine  therefore,  that 

they  could  figure  to  themfelves  his  ghoft  appear- 
ing to  them,  warning  them  of  their  errors,  and 
exhorting  them  to  repent.  They  might  conceive 
him  fetting  forth,  in  the  moft  pathetic  manner, 
the  confequences  of  their  folly,  and  declaring  to 
them,  how  convinced  he  now  was  of  the  certainty 
of  thofe  doctrines,  which  they  daily  ridiculed. 
Such  an  apparition  would,  indeed,  have  an  effect 
upon  common  fmners :  but  in  all  probability  a 

thorough- 
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thorough-paced  infidel  would  not  be  reclaimed, 
even  "  though  one  rofe  from  the  dead." 

WHAT  I  have  here  fuppofed  might  have  been 
the  cafe  of  one  particular  reprobrate,  is  in  the 
power  of  every  perfon  to  put  in  practice  for  him- 
felf.  Nothing  is  a  furer  inftance  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  CREATOR,  than  that  delicate  inward 
feeling,  fo  ftrongly  imprefled  on  every  reafonable 
creature.  This  internal  fenfe,  if  duly  attended 
to,  and  diligently  cherifhed  and  kept  alive,  would 
check  the  Tinner  in  his  career,  and  make  him 
look  back  with  horror  on  his  crimes.  An  an- 
cient is  commended  for  wiftiing,  "  that  he  had 
"  a  window  in  his  bread,  that  every  one  might 
46  fee  into  it :"  But  it  is  certainly  of  more  con- 
fequence  to  keep  ourfelves  free  from  the  reproach 
of  our  own  hearts,  than  from  the  evil  opinions  of 
others.  We  fhould  therefore  confider  Confcience 
as  a  Mirrour,  in  which  every  one  may  fee  himfelf 
reflected,  and  in  which  every  a&ion  is  reprefcntcd 
in  it's  proper  colours. 

O 
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Gaudent  fcribentes,  et  fe  venerantur.  - 

HOR. 


From  Self  each  fcribbler  adoration 

And  gathers  incenfe  from  his  own  applaufe. 

TH  AT  there  is  a  vanity  inherent  in  every* 
author  muft  be  confefled,  whatever  pains 
they  may  take  to  conceal  it  from  the  reft  of  man- 
kind. For  my  own  part,  I  readily  acknowledge, 
that  I  am  always  wonderfully  delighted  with  my 
own  productions.  I  fnatch  up  the  favourite  fheets 
wet  from  the  prefs,  and  devour  every  fyllable; 
not  the  leaft  particle  efcapes  my  notice;  and  I 
cwell  with  admiration  on  the  beauties  of  an  ex- 
preflive  and  or  emphatical  the.  If  every  reader 
was  to  pay  the  fame  attention  to  my  works,  or 
perufe  them  with  half  the  fatisfa&ion,  Mr. 
TOWN  might  be  fairly  be  pronounced  the  greateft 
author  of  the  age.  But  I  am  afraid  I  fhall  fcarce 
find  another,  who  will  fo  heartily  join  in  the  good 
opinion  I  have  conceived  of  myfelf  ;  and  many  a 
choice  fentiment,  many  a  culled  expreiTion, 
which  I  have  repeated  to  myfelf  over  and  over 
again  with  extafy,  has  by  others  perhaps  been 

as 


N°.29-     The   CONNOISSEUR.        225 

as  haftily  hurried  over,  as  any  common  article  in 
a  news- paper. 

AN  author,  who  is  ever  big  with  the  idea  of 
his  own  importance,  will  gather  matter  for  felf- 
flattery  from  the  moft  trivial  circumftances.     On 
the   mornings   of   publication  I  have  fometimes 
made  it  my  bufmefs   to    go    round    the  ccffee- 
houfes,  in  order  to  receive  whatever  incenfe  of 
praife  I  could  collecl:  from  the  approbation  of  my 
readers.     My  heart  you  may  imagine  has  bounded 
with  joy,  when  I  have  heard  the  room  echo  with 
calling  for  the  CONNOISSEUR:  but  how  has  it 
funk  again,  when  I  have  found  the  fame  tokens 
of  efteem  fhewn  to  a  brother  writer  !  I  could  have 
hugged  any   honeft    fellow,    that  has  chuckled 
over  my  performances,  and  pointed  out  my  good 
things  ;  but  I  have  been  no  lefs  chagrined,  when 
I  have  fecn  a  coxcomb  coolly  take  up  my  paper, 
fquint  over  the  firft  page,    and  throw  it  down 
again    with    all     the    indifference    imaginable : 
though,  indeed,  I  have  never  failed  within  myfelf 
to  pronounce  of  fuch  a  perfon,  that  he  is  dull, 
ignorant  and  illiterate.     I  once  happened  to  be 
feated  in  the  next  box  to  two  noted  critics,  who 
were  looking  over  the  file  of  my  papers,    and 
feemed  particularly  pleafed  with  feveral  parts  of 
them,     I  immediately  conceived  a  very  high  opi- 
L  5  nion 
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nion  of  their  tafte  and  judgment :  I  remarked  with 
fingular  fatisfa&ion  the  effect,  which  my  wit 
and  humour  had  on  their  countenances  ;  and  as 
they  turned  over  the  pages,  I  imagined  I  could 
point  out  the  very  pafTages,  which  provoked  them 
frequently  to  fmile,  and  fometimes  to  burft  into 
a  loud  laugh.  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I 
&ized  the  file ;  when  lo  !  to  my  great  mortifica- 
tion, I  found  they  had  been  reading,  not  my 
own  admirable  works,  but  the  lucubrations  of 
a  brother  effayift. 

MY  vanity  has  often  prompted  me  to  wifh, 
that  I  could  accompany  my  papers,  wherefoever 
they  are  circulated.  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  fhould  then 
be  introduced  to  the  politeft  men  of  quality,  and 
admitted  into  the  clofets  of  our  fineft  ladies.  This 
confideration  would  doubtlefs  make  me  vain  of 
myself:  but  my  pride  would  be  foon  checked  by 
lefleding  further,  that  were  I  obliged  to  follow 
my  papers  afterwards  through  all  their  travels 
and  mutations,  I  fhould  certainly  undergo  the 
{hame  of  feeing  many  of  them  preflituted  to  the 
vileft  purpofes.  If  in  one  place  I  might  be  pleafed 
to  find  them  the  entertainment  of  the  tea-table, 
in  another  I  fhould  be  no  lefs  vexed  to  fee  them 
degraded  to  the  bafe  office  of  flicking  up  candles. 
Such  is  the  fatality  attending  thefe  loofe  fheets, 

that 
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that  though  at  their  firft  publication  they  may  be 
thought  as  precious  as  the  Sibyl's  leaves,  the  nexC 
moment  they  may  be  thrown  aiide  as  no  better 
than  a  laft  year's  almanack. 

EVER  fmce  my  firft  appearance  in  a  (heet  and 
half,  I  have  felt  great  uneafmefs  on  account  of 
the  rude  treatment  which  my  works  have  been 
fubjed  to  in  their  prefent  form.  I  turned  off  my 
printer  for  a  very  heinous  affront  offered  to  my 
delicacy,  having  detected  iome  foul  proofs  of  my 
firft  numbers  lodged  in  a  very  unfeemly  place; 
and  I  almoft  came  to  an  open  rupture  with  my 
publifher,  becaufe  his  wife  had  converted  a 
fupernumerary  half-meet  into  a  thread-paper.  A 
lady,  whofe  fenfe  and  beauty  I  had  always  ad- 
mired, forfeited  my  efteem  at  once,  by  cutting 
out  a  pattern  for  a  cap  from  one  of-  my  papers  ; 
and  a  young  fellow,  who  had  fpoken  very  hand- 
fomely  of  one  of  my  effays,  entirely  loft  the  good 
opinion  I  had  conceived  of  him,  by  defiling  the 
blank  margin  with  a  filthy  lift  of  foul  fhirts  and 
dirty  (lockings.  The  repeated  abufes  of  illiterate 
bakers,  paftry-cooks,  and  chandlers,  I  know  1  am 
condemned  to  fuffef  in  common  with  other  mor- 
tal writers.  It  was  ever  their  privilege  to  prey 
indifcriminately  on  all  authors  good  or  bad :  and 
as  politicians,  wits,  free-thinkers,  and  divines, 
may  have  their  duft  mingled  in  the  fame  piece  of 
L  6  ground, 
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ground,  fo  may  their  works  be  jumbled  together 
in  the  lining  of  the  fame  trunk  or  band-box. 

ONE  inftance  may  indeed  be  brought,  in 
which  I  am  ufed  to  hail  as  a  lucky  omen  the 
damages,  that  my  papers  appear  to  have  fuftained 
in  their  outward  form  and  complexion.  With 
what  raptures  have  I  traced  the  progrefs  of  my 
fame,  while  I  have  contemplated  my  numbers  in 
the  public  cofTee-houfes  ftrung  upon  a  file,  and 
fwelling  gradually  into  a  little  volume !  By  the 
appearance  which  they  make,  when  thus  col* 
le&ed,  I  have  often  judged  of  the  reception  they 
have  fingly  met  with  from  their  readers  :  1  have 
confidered  every  fpeck  of  dirt  as  a  mark  of  repu- 
tation, and  have  aflumed  to  myfelf  applaufe  from 
the  fpilling  of  coffee,  or  the  print  of  a  greafy 
thumb.  In  a  word,  I  look  upon  each  paper, 
when  torn,  and  fullied  by  frequent  handling,  as 
an  old  foldier  battered  in  the  fervice,  and  covered 
with  honourable  fears. 

I  WAS  led  into  this  train  of  thought  by  an  ac- 
cident, which  happened  to  me  the  other  evening, 
as  I  was  walking  in  fome  fields  near  the  town. 
As  I  went  along,  my  curiofity  tempted  me  to  exa- 
mine the  materials,  of  which  feveral  paper  Kites 
were  made  up;  from  whence  I  had  fufficient 
room  to  moralize  on  the  ill  fate  of  authors.  On 

one 
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one  I  difcovered  feveral  pages  of  a  fermon  ex- 
panded over  the  furface  j  on  another  the  wings 
fluttered  with  love-fongs ;  and  a  fatire  on  the 
miniftry  furnifhed  another  with  his  ballaft  for  the 
tail.  I  at  length  happened  to  cafl  my  eye  on  one 
taller  than  the  reft,  and  beheld  feveral  of  my  own 
darling  productions  pafted  over  it.  My  indigna- 
tion was  prefently  raifed,  that  I  fhould  become 
the  play-thing  of  children  j  and  I  was  even 
aftiamed,  that  the  great  name  of  TOWN,  which 
flared  me  full  in  the  front,  fhould  be  expofed, 
like  the  compofitions  of  Dr.  Rock  on  the  wall, 
to  every  idle  gazer.  However,  by  a  curious 
turn  of  thought,  I  converted  what  at  firft  feemed 
a  difgrace  into  a  compliment  to  my  vanity. 
As  the  Kite  rofe  into  the  air,  I  drew  a  flattering 
parallel  between  the  height  of  it's  flight,  and  the 
foaring  of  my  own  reputation  :  I  imagined  my- 
felf  lifted  up  on  the  wings  of  fame,  and  like 
Horace's  fwan  towering  above  mortality :  I  fancied 
myfelf  borne  like  a  blazing  (tar  among  the  clouds, 
to  the  admiration  of  the  gazing  multitu-de. 

Via  eft,  qua  me  quoque  poflim 

Tollere  humo,  vi&orque  virum  volitare  per  ora. 
And  up  he  rifes  like  a  vapour ; 
Supported  high  on  wings  of  paper ', 
He  finglng  flies^    and  flying  fings^ 
While  from  below  all  Grub-fheet  rings. 

SWIFT. 
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WHILE  I  was  indulging  this  fantaftic  con- 
templation of  my  own  excellence,  I  never  confi- 
dered  by  how  flight  a  thread  my  chimerical  im- 
portance was  fupported.  The  twine  broke ;  and 
the  Kite,  together  with  my  airy  dreams  of  im- 
mortality, dropt  to  the  ground. 

T 
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Multa  viri  nequicquam  inter  fe  vulnera  ja&ant, 
Multa  cavo  lateri  ingeminant,  et  pectore  vaftos 
Dant  fonitus ;  erratque  aures  et  tempora  circum 
Crebra  manus :  duro  crepitant  fub  vulnere  mala?. 

VlRG. 

ffiumps  fotfmring  thumps,  and  blows  fucceeding  blows^ 
Swell  the  bhck  eye?  and  crujb  the  bleeding  nofe : 
Beneath  the  ponderous  fijl  the  jaw-bone  cracks^ 
And  the  cheeks  ring  with  their  redoubled  thwacks. 

AT  a  time,  when  Peace  fpreads  her  downy 
wings  over  contending  nations,  and  whea 
armies  (like  the  harmlefs  militia)  are  drawn  into 
the  field  only  to  be  reviewed,  all  Europe  muft 
undoubtedly  be  alarmed  to  hear  of  the  bloody 
Battle,  which  has  been  lately  fought  in  England. 
It  is  a  juftice  due  to  pofterity  to  preferve  a  faith- 
ful account  of  this  memorable  event:  I  fhall 

therefore 
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therefore  fet  it  down,  as  I  find  it  recorded  in 
thofe  authentic  regifters  of  heroic  actions  the 
news-papers,  without  deviating  a  tittle  from  the 
exprefftve  terms,  in  which  this  extraordinary 
combat  13  related. 

"  Harlfton  in  Norfolk,  July  30.  Yefterday  in  the  af- 
"  ternoon  Slack  and  Pettit  met  and  fought.  At  the 
"  firft  SET-TO,  Pettit  feized  Slack  by  the  throat,  and 
"  held  him  up  againft  the  rails,  and  GRAJN'D  him  fo 
"  much  as  to  make  him  extremely  black ;  this  conti- 
"  nued  for  half  a  minute,  before  Slack  could  break 
"  Pettifs  hold  ;  after  which  for  near  ten  minutes 
"  Pettit  keptfighting  and  driving  hard  at  Slack,  when 
•'  at  length  Slack  clvs'd  with  his  antagonift,  and  gave 
"  him  a  very  fevere  fall,  after  that  a  fecond  and  third; 
41  but  between  thefe  falls  Pettit  threw  Slack  twice  off 
"  the  ftage,  and  indeed  Pettit  fo  much  dreaded  Slack's 
'*  falls,  that  he  ran  direftly  at  his  hams  and  tumbled 
"  him  down,  and  by  that  means  gave  Slack  an  op- 
*'  portunity  of  making  the  falls  very  eafy.  When 
"  they  had  been  fighting  eighteen  minutes,  the  odds 
"  ran  againfl  Slack  a  guinea  to  a  milling ;  whereas  on 
*'  firfl  fetting  out,  it  was  three  or  four  to  one  on  his 
"  head;  but  after  this  time  Slack  SHORTEN  ED  Pettit  b, 
"  as  to  difable  him  from  running  and  throwing  him 
"  down  in  the  manner  he  had  done  before,  but  ob- 
'*  liged  him  to  ftand  to  clofe  fighting.  Slack  then 
<c  clos'd  one  of  his  eyes,  and  beat  him  very  much 
"  about  the  face.  At  twenty  minutes  Pettif  grew 

"  weaker, 
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"  weaker,  Slack  flronger;  this  was  occafioned  by 
"  Slack's  STRAIT  way  of  fighting.  At  twenty-two  mi- 
"  nutes  the  bell  judges  allowed  Slack  to  have  the  ad- 
"  vantage  over  Pettit  very  confiderably,  as  he  was 
"  then  recovering  his  WIND,  which  was  owing  to 
"  GAME  :  when  they  had  boxed  twenty-four  minutes, 
"  Pettit  threw  Slack  again  over  therails.  This  indeed 
"  Slack  fufFered  him  to  do,  as  by  that  means  he  FIXED 
"  A  BLOW  UNDER.P£///V'SRIBS,  that  hurt  him  much. 
"  Whilft  Slack  was  again  getting  upon  the  ftage,  (it 
"  was  not  half  a  minute  before  he  was  remounted) 
"  Pettit  had  fo  much  the  fear  of  his  antagonift  before 
"  his  eyes,  that  he  walked  off  without  fo  much  as  ci- 
"  villy  taking  leave  of  the  fpe&ators,  or  faying  any 
4<  thing  to  any  perfon.  This  the  Cockers  call  ROGUI  NG 
"  of  it;  for  it  is  generally  thought,  that  Pettit  ran  away 
"  full  flrong.  The  whole  time  of  their  fighting  was 
"  twenty- five  minutes;  and  this  morning  the  BATTLE 
"  was  given  to  Slack,  who  drew  the  firft  ten  guineas 
"  out  of  the  box.  Thus  ended  this  dreadful  combat. 

EVERY  man,  who  has  the  honour  of  the  Britijb 
fift  at  heart,  muft  look  with  admiration  on  the 
Bottom^  the  Wind^  the  Game,  of  this  invincible 
champion  SLACK.  How  muft  they  applaud  his 
addrefs  in  fighting  Jlr ait -^  and  with  what  detefta- 
tion  muft  they  look  upon  his  daftard  antagonift, 
who  could  fo  (hamefully  rogue  it  !  Captain  God- 
frey>  the  fublime  hiftorian  of  thefe  hardy  heroes, 

would 
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would  have  exclaimed  on  this  occafion ;  — 
"  Hail,  mighty  SLACK,  thou  pride  of  the 
"  Butchers  !  Let  the  fhambles  echo  with  thy 
"  praife,  and  let  mar  row -bones  and  cleavers 
"  proclaim  thy  glorious  triumph.  What  was 
"  that  half-bred  bruifer  Mi/o9  who  is  celebrated 
"  by  the  ancients  for  knocking  down  an  ox,  to 
u  cut  out  the  hide  into  thongs  for  his  Ceftus  ? 
"  Every  petty  Haughterman  of  Clare-Market  can 
u  perform  greater  feats :  but  thou  with  refiftlefs 
"  arm  haft  not  only  knocked  down  oxen,  but 
"  made  the  flu rdy  race  of  barbers,  coblers,  and 
"  watermen  fall  before  thee." 

I  CANNOT  but  lament  the  cruelty  of  that  law, 
which  has  {hut  up  our  amphitheatres:  and  I 
look  upon  the  profefibrs  of  the  noble  art  of  Box- 
ing, as  a  kind  of  difbanded  army,  for  whom  we 
have  made  no  provifton.  The  mechanics,  who 
at  the  call  of  glory  left  their  mean  occupations, 
are  now  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  them  again; 
and  coachmen  and  barbers  refume  the  whip  and 
the  razor,  inftead  of  giving  black  eyes  and  crofs- 
buttocks.  I  know  a  veteran  that  has  often  won 
the  whole  bottfe,  who  is  reduced,  like  Btlifarius, 
to  fpread  his  palm  in  begging  for  an  half-penny. 
Some  have  been  forced  to  exercife  their  art  in 
knocking  down  paflengers  in  dark  alleys  and 
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corners  ;  while  others  have  learned  to  open  their 
fifts  and  ply  their  fingers  in  picking  pcckets. 
Buckborfe,  who fe  knuckles  had  been  ufed  to  in- 
dent many  a  bruife,  now  clenches  them  only  to 
grafp  a  link  ;  and  Broughton  employs  the  mufcles 
of  his  brawny  arm  in  fqueezing  a  lemon  or  draw- 
ing a  cork.  His  Amphitheatre  itfelf  is  converted 
into  a  Methodift  Meeting-houfe  :  and  perhaps 
(as  laymen  there  are  admitted  into  the  pulpit) 
thofe  very  fifts,  which  fo  lately  dealt  fuch  hearty 
bangs  upon  the  ftage,  are  now  with  equal  vehe- 
mence thumping  the  cufhion. 

THE  dextrous  ufe  of  the  fift  is  a  truly  Britijh 
cxercife :  and  the  fturdy  Englijh  have  been  as 
much  renowned  for  their  Boxing  as  their  Beef  ; 
both  which  are  by  no  means  fuited  to  ihe  watry 
ftomachs  and  weak  fmews  of  their  enemies  the 
French.  To  this  nutriment  and  this  art  is  owing 
that  long  eftablifhed  maxim,  that  one  Englijbman 
can  beat  three  Frenchmen.  A  Frenchman,  who 
piddles  on  a  fricaffee  of  frogs,  can  no  more  en- 
counter with  an  Englijhman^  who  feeds  upon 
Beef,  than  the  frog  in  the. fable  could  fwell  her 
little  body  to  the  fize  of  an  ox  :  and  from  hence 
we  may  conclude,  on  the  principles  of  philofophy, 
that  the  elaftic  fpring,  which  darts  from  the 
knuckles  of  an  EngKJhmtm^  falls  into  the  heels 
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of  a  Frenchman.  One  of  my  correfpondents  has 
already  remonftrated  againft  the  degeneracy  of 
the  prefent  times  in  our  lhameful  neglect  of  that 
fupport  of  our  national  ftrength,  Old  Englifo 
Roaft  Beef.  Indeed,  we  can  never  hope,  that 
any  of  our  modern  heroes  would  attempt  to  fix 
a  blow  under  the  ribs^  when  they  are  afraid  of 
plunging  a  knife  into  a  furloin:  and  I  will  venture 
to  prophefy,  that  when  the  times  come,  that  fur- 
loins  are  no  more  brought  upon  the  table,  we 
fhall  not  be  able  to  produce  one  Englijhm(m>  who 
can  knock  down  an  ox. 

OUR  prefent  race  of  fpindle-fhanked  beaux 
had  rather  clofe  with  an  orange  wench  at  the 
play-houfe,  than  engage  in  a  bye-battle  at  Totten- 
ham Court.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder,  that  they 
fhould  object  to  this  manly  practice,  for  which 
they  are  fo  ill  fitted.  How  can  we  imagine,  that 
they  could  ftand  againft  the  buffets  of  a  bruifer, 
when  they  might  almoft  be  patted  down  with  the 
fan  of  a  lady  ?  An  attempt  was  once  made  by 
Broughton  to  bring  this  ftudy  into  vogue,  by  efta- 
blifliing  a  fchool  for  Boxing,  in  which  he  was 
himfelf  to  be  the  lecturer.  He  invited  the  young 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  and  all  other  men  of  fpi- 
rit,  to  engage  under  his  directions ;  and  promifed 
to  arm  their  feeble  wrifts  with  mufHers,  fo  that 

nothing 
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nothing  might  be  apprehended  by  the  fofteft  head 
or  tendered  fkin.  A  few,  indeed,  were  hardy 
enough  to  try  a  fall  with  him  :  but  moft  of  our 
young  fellows  gave  up  the  gauntlet  for  fcented 
gloves;  and  loathing  the  mutton  fifts  of  vulgar 
carmen  and  porters,  they  rather  chofe  to  hang 
their  hands  in  a  fling,  to  make  the^m  white  and 
delicate  as  a  lady's.  1  cannot  but  regret,  that 
this  defign  was  not  generally  encouraged,  as  it 
might  perhaps  have  abolimed  almcft  the  only 
ufe,  that  is  at  prefent  made  of  the  fword  ;  and 
men  of  honour,  inftead  of  tilting  at  each  other, 
might  have  had  fatisfaclion  in  a  tight  Bet-to  be- 
hind Montague  Houfe. 

THE  amufement  of  Boxing,  I  muft  confefs,  is 
more  immediately  calculated  for  the  vulgar,  who 
can  have  no  relifh  for  the  more  refined  pleafures 
of  whift  and  the  hazard  table.  Men  of  fafhion 
have  found  out  a  more  genteel  employment  for 
their  hands,  in  (hufHing  a  pack  of  cards  and  fliak- 
ing  the  dice  :  and,  indeed,  it  will  appear  upon  a 
ftrift  review,  that  moft  of  our  famionable  diver- 
fions  are  nothing  elfe  but  different  branches  of 
gaming.  What  lady  would  be  able  to  boaft  a 
rout  at  her  houfe,  confifting  of  three  or  four 
hundred  perfons,  if  they  were  not  to  be  drawn 
together  by  the  charms  of  playing  a  rubber  ?  and 
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the  prohibition  of  our  jubilee  mafquerades  is 
hardly  to  be  regretted,  as  they  wanted  the  moft 
efiential  part  of  their  entertainments,  the  E  O 
table.  To  this  polite  fpirit  of  gaming,  which 
has  diffufed  itfelf  through  all  the  fafhionable 
world,  is  owing  the  vaft  encouragement  that  is 
given  to  the  Turf ;  and  horfe-races  are  efleemed 
only  as  they  afford  occafion  for  making  a  bet. 
The  fame  fpirit  likewife  draws  the  knowing  ones 
together  in  a  Cock-pit ;  and  cocks  are  refcued 
from  the  dunghill,  and  armed  with  gaffles,  to 
furnifh  a  new  fpecies  of  gaming.  For  this  reafon, 
among  others,  I  cannot  but  regret  the  lofs  of  our 
elegant  amufements  in  Oxfoid  Road  and  Totten- 
ham Court.  A  great  part  of  the  fpeclators  ufed 
to  be  deeply  interefted  in  what  was  doing  on  the 
ftage,  and  were  as  earneft  to  make  an  advantage 
of  the  iffue  of  the  battle,  as  the  champions  them- 
fclves  to  draw  the  largeft  fum  from  the  box.  The 
Amphitheatre  was  at  once  a  fchool  for  boxing 
and  gaming.  Many  thoufands  have  depended 
upon  a  match ;  the  odds  have  often  rifen  at  a 
black  eye  ;  a  large  bet  has  been  occafioned  by  a 
crofs-buttock  :  and  while  the  houfe  has  refounded 
with  the  lufty  bangs  of  the  combatants,  it  has  at 
the  fame  time  echoed  with  the  cries  of  fivt  to  one, 
fix  to  oney  ten  to  one- 

THE 
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THE  lofs  of  this  branch  of  gaming  is  a  public 
calamity  :  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  gentlemen  at 
jptjfeftj  and  all  others  whom  it  concerns,  will 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  reftore  it.  The 
many  plates  given  all  over  the  kingdom  have  un- 
doubtedly improved  our  breed  of  horfes ;  and  if 
the.  diverfion  of  Boxing  was  to  meet  with  equal 
encouragement,  we  fhould  certainly  have  a  more 
ftout  and  hardy  race  of  bruifers.  It  might  per- 
haps become  a  faftiion  for  gentlemen,  who  were 
fond  of  the  fport,  to  keep  champions  in  training, 
put  them  in  fweats,  diet  them,  and  breed  up  the 
human  fpecies  with  the  fame  care  as  they  do 
cocks  and  horfes.  In  courfe  of  time  this  branch 
of  gaming,  like  all  others,  would  doubtlefs  be 
reduced  to  a  fcience  ;  and  Brcughton,  in  imita- 
tion cf  that  great  genius  Hoyte,  might  oblige  the 
public  with  a  Treatife  on  the  Fift,  and  Calcula- 
tions for  laying  the  Odds  at  any  Match  of  Boxing. 
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NUMB.  XXXI.    Tlmrjday,  Augujl  29,  1754. 
Neu,  pueri,  neu  tanta  animis  afluefcite  bella. 

VlRC. 

No  more,  ye  Bloods,  encounter  with  each  other  y 
But  each  Fine  Gentleman  embrace  his  brother. 

To      Mr.      !T  0  W  N. 

S  I  R, 

Y,O  U  muft  have  obferved  a  paragraph  in  the 
news-papers  dated  from  Dublin^  which  in- 
forms us,  "  the  fpirit  of  Duelling  is  now  become 
"  fo  common,  that  fcarce  a  day  pafles  without 
"  one  or  more  being  fought  in  or  near  that  me- 
"  tropolis."  I  am  very  much  alarmed,  left  this 
madnefs  (hould  crofs  the  feas  :  to  fay  the  truth, 
I  almoft  begin  to  think  it  necefTary,  that  the  fre- 
quent importation  of  Irijhnen  into  this  kingdom 
fhould,  for  fome  time,  be  prohibited ;  and  an 
embargo  laid  on  thofe  (hips,  that  are  freighted 
with  contraband  Duellifts.  It  is  your  duty, 
Mr.  TOWN,  at  leaft  to  do  all  in  your  power  to 
prevent  the  influence,  which  the  conduct  of  thefe 
heroic  gentlemen,  who  cannot  fuffer  their  fwords 

to 


240       The  CONNOISSEUR.    N°.  31. 

to  fleep  quietly  in  their  fcabbards,  may  have  on  our 
young  fellows  :  I  muft  therefore  beg  of  you  to  put 
together  a  few  thoughts  on  this  occafion ;  and 
though  the  fubjeft  has  been  often  treated  before, 
I  cannot  but  imagine  that  there  is  fufficient  room 
left  for  you  to  expatiate  on  it.  It  is  ufual  among 
the  Bifhops,  when  they  find  any  particular  vice 
prevail,  to  fend  orders  to  the  Clergy  of  their  re- 
fpe&ive  diocefes  to  preach  againft  it.  In  like  man- 
ner it  is  your  duty,  as  CENSOR  GENERAL,  to 
attack  the  reigning  follies:  and  it  is  furely  as 
eafy  for  You  to  throw  them  into  a  new  light,  as 
it  is  for  the  Clergy  to  preach  different  fermons  on 
the  fame  text. 

You  will  undoubtedly  agree  with  me,  that 
Gaming  is  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  Duels, 
and  that  many  a  young  fellow  has  owed  his  death 
to  cards  and  dice.  As  the  gaming-houfes  are 
often  filled  with  rogues  in  lace,  and  ftiarpers  in 
embroidery,  an  honeft  but  rafh  adventurer  often 
lofes  his  temper  with  his  money,  and  begins  to 
fufpecl  that  the  cards  are  packed,  or  the  dice 
loaded  ;  and  then  very  wifely  rifks  his  life,  be- 
caufe  he  finds  it  impofiible  to  recover  his  cam. 
Upon  this  account  I  am  never  witnefs  to  deep 
play,  but  it  raifes  very  ferious  reflections  in  me. 
When  I  have  feen  a  young  nobleman  offer  a 

large 
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large  flake,  I  have  confidered  him  as  fctting  his 
life  upon  a  card,  or  (like  King  Richard)  "  laying 
"  it  upon  a  caft,  and  ftanding  the  hazard  of  the 
"  die."  I  have  even  imagined,  that  I  heard  bullets 
rattle  in  the  dice-box,  and  that  I  faw  challenges 
written  upon  every  card  on  the  table 

THE  ladies  alfo  are  frequently  the  caufe  of 
Duels  ;  though  it  muft  be  owned,  in  juftice  to 
the  better  part  of  the  fex,  that  where  one  is 
fought,  on  account  of  a  modeft  woman,  ten  arc 
occafioned  by  proftitutes.  The  ftout  knights- 
errant,  who  entertain  a  paflion  for  the  faithlefs 
Dtilc'meas  of  Drury  -  Lane  and  Covent  -  Garden^ 
find  frequent  opportunities  of  manifefting  their 
prowefs.  They  not  only  encounter  with  bulliej 
and  bravoes,  but  fometimes  meet  with  other 
enamoratos  as  fond  and  as  mad  as  themfelves.  I 
am  perforially  acquainted  with  two  gentlemen  of 
this  turn,  who  held  out  piftols  at  each  other 
acrofs  a  bed  at  one  of  thefe  ladies  lodgings,  and 
tofied  up  which  fhould  fire  firft.  The  piftol 
however  luckily  mified  fire,  and  gave  them  time 
to  think  better  of  it:  fo  they  very  amicably 
{hook  hands,  laid  down  their  piftols,  and  went 
to  bed  to  the  lady  together.  Thefe  females  are 
not  content,  it  feems,  with  the  conquefts  com- 
monly made  by  the  fair,  but  often  pafs  a  more 
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cruel  fentence  on  their  captives.  Their  lovers 
not  only  fuffer  thofe  metaphorical  deaths,  which 
all  their  tribe  muft  endure,  but  are  often  really 
killed  in  ferious  truth  and  fober  fadnefs.  They 
are  not  only  fliot  through  the  heart  by  an  acci- 
dental glance  of  the  eyes,  but  often  have  a  brace 
of  balls  lodged  in  their  heads :  and  are  not  only 
"  ftabbed  through  the  liver  (as  Mercutlo  has  it) 
"  by  the  blind  bow-boy's  butt-fhaft,"  but  they 
may  perhaps  be  engaged  in  a  duel  with  a  rival, 
in  which  they  are  run  through  the  body. 

A  FOREIGN  Count  was  once  challenged  by 
one  of  thefe  hot-headed  gentlemen  ;  and  I  (hall 
conclude  my  letter  by  recommending  his  method 
to  our  modern  Duellifts.  The  place  of  battle 
appointed  was  the  Count's  houfe  ;  and  when  the 
furiows  challenger  came  in,  breathing  nothing 
but  revenge,  he  was  furprifed  to  find  the  Count 
fitting  very  compofedly  with  a  candle  and  a  bar- 
rel at  his  fide.  "  This,  Sir,  faid  the  Count, 
*<  is  a  barrel  of  gunpowder;  and  if  you  pleafe,  we 
"  will  take  our  chance,  who  fhall  fet  fire  to  it, 
"  you  or  I."  The  gentleman,  amazed  at  fo  ex- 
traordinary a  propofal,  made  no  anfwcr ;  upon 
which  the  Count  lighted  a  match,  and  waving  it 
over  the  mouth  of  the  barrel,  cried  out,  "  Get 
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<c  out  of  the  room,  Sir,  or  I  will  fet  fire  to  the 
"  powder  this  inftant."  This  abated  our  chal- 
lenger's wrath  fo  confiderably,  that  the  Count 
was  rid  of  him  in  a  moment,  and  he  was  glad 

to  leave  the  room  without  any  fatisfadtion. • 

I  (hall  expect  fomething  from  you  on  thit 
fubjeft,  and  am, 

Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

EPHRAIM  MAKEPEACE. 

I  SHALL  not  refufe,  in  compliance  with 
the  requeft  of  my  correfpondent,  to  give  my 
animadverfions  on  this  fubje£t ;  but  as  I  am  not 
inclined  to  meafure  fwords  on  this  occafion  with 
any  of  my  predeceflbrs  or  cotemporaries,  I  (hall 
take  a  different  courfe,  and  appear  in  the  caufe 
as  an  advocate  for  Duelling.  The  vices  and 
follies  of  the  fafhionable  world  are  fo  connected 
with  each  other,  that  they  almoft  form  a  regular 
fyftem ;  and  the  practice  of  them  all  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  complete  the  character  of  a  Fine 
Gentleman.  A  Fine  Gentleman  (in  the  modern 
fenfe  of  the  word)  is  one  that  whores,  games, 
and  wears  a  fword.  Running  after  loofe  women 
is,  indeed,  in  fome  meafure  common  to  this  ex- 
alted part  of  mankind  with  the  vulgar  :  but  to 
live  in  bagnios,  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  Rock  or 
M  2  Ward 
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Ward  by  the  quarter,  to  be  in  a  continual  courfe 
of  pill  and  ele&ary,  and  to  make  a  bufmefs  of 
fornication,  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  a  Fine 
Gentleman.  Gaming  is  alfo  an  efiential  requi- 
fite  to  this  character,  and  is  indeed  capable  of 
itfelf  to  create  a  perfon  a  Gentleman,  who  has 
no  other  pretenfions  to  that  title.  The  greateft 
fcoundrels,  provided  they  were  gamefters,  have 
always  been  permitted  to  afibciate  with  people  of 
fafhion ;  and  perhaps  they  hold  their  title  to  the 
beft  company  by  the  fame  tenure,  that  the  Knaves 
keep  their  rank  among  the  Honours  in  a  pack  of 
cards.  But  the  grand  diftinguiihing  mark  of  a 
Fine  Gentleman  is  the  wearing  a  fword.  Gen- 
tility difplays  itfelf  in  a  well-fancied  fword-knot, 
and  honour  lies  (heathed  in  the  fcabbard.  All 
who  bear  arms  have  a  claim  to  this  character : 
even  our  common  foldiers  (like  the  knights  of 
old)  are  dubbed  Gentlemen  on  the  (boulder; 
with  this  only  difference,  that  inftead  of  the 
fword,  the  ceremony  is  performed  by  a 
brown  mulket. 

UPON  thefe  and  many  other  weighty  confi- 
derations,  I  have  refolved  not  to  difturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  polite  world,  by  railing  at  their 
darling  vices.  A  CENSOR  may  endeavour  to 
new- cock  an  hat,  to  raife  the  flays,  or  write  down 

the 
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the  (hort  petticoat,  at  his  pleafure.  Perfons  of 
quality  will  vary  fafhions  of  themfelves,  but  will 
always  adhere  fteadily  to  their  vices.  I  have  be- 
fides  received  feveral  letters  from  furgeonj  and 
younger  brothers,  defiring  me  to  promote  as  far 
as  lays  in  my  power  the  modern  way  of  life,  and 
efpecially  the  practice  of  Duelling.  The  former 
open  their  cafe  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms,  and 
afliire  me  that  if  it  was  not  for  Duels,  and  the 
amorous  rencounters  of  Fine  Gentlemen  with  the 
other  fex,  their  profefllon  would  fcarce  fupport 
them.  As  to  the  young  gentlemen,  they  inveigh 
bitterly  againft  the  unequal  diftribution  of  pro- 
perty by  the  laws  ofJEngJand,  and  offer  me  very 
confiderable  bribes,  if  I  will  efpoufe  the  caufe  of 
Duels  and  Debauchery ;  without  which  they 
fcarce  have  any  tolerable  chance  of  coming  in 
for  the  family  eftate. 

SWIFT  fomewhere  obferves,  that  thefe  differ- 
ences very  rarely  happen  among  men  of  fenfe, 
and  he  does  not  fee  any  great  harm,  if  two  worth - 
lefs  fellows  fend  each  other  out  of  the  world.  I 
ihall  therefore  humbly  propofe,  the  more  effectu- 
ally to  keep  up  this  fpirit,  that  Duels  may  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Licence-Act  among  our  other  public 
diverfions,  with  a  retraining  claufe,  taking 
away  all  power  from  the  Juflices  to  prohibit 
M  3  thefe 
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thefe  entertainments.  I  would  alfo  propofe,  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  the  public,  that 
fcaffolds  be  creeled  behind  Montague  Houfe,  or 
in  any  other  convenient  place,  as  there  are  now 
at  Tyburn  ;  and  that,  whenever  any  two  gentle- 
men quarrel,  they  (hall  infert  their  challenges  in 
the  daily  papers,  after  the  following  manner,  in 
imitation  of  the  late  champions  at  Brougbtons 
Amphitheatre. 

I  JOHN  MAC-DUEL,  having  been  affronted  by  RI- 
CHARD FLASK,  hereby  challenge  him  to  meet  me  be- 
hind Montague  Houfe  on  the  day  of  to  go 
through  all  the  exercife  of  the  Small  Sword ;  to  ad- 
vance, retire,  parry  and  thruft  in  Carfe,  Tierce,  and 
SegGon,  and  to  take  my  life,  or  lofe  his  own. 

JOHN  MAC-DUEL. 

I  RICHARD  FLASH,  who  have  fpitted  many  fuch 
daftardly  fellows  on  my  fword  like  larks,  promife  to 
meet  JOHN  MAC-DUEL,  and  doubt  not,  by  running 
him  through  the  body,  to  give  him  Gentleman-like 
Satisfaction. 

RICHARD  FLASH. 

BY  this  fcheme,  the  public  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  being  prefent  at  thefe  fafhionable 
amufements,  and  might  revive  that  loft  fpecies  of 
gaming  (fo  much  lamented  in  our  laft  paper)  by 

laying  bets  on  the  iflue  of  the  combat. 

IT 
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IT  fhould  alfo  be  provided,  that  if  either  or  both 
are  killed,  the  body  or  bodies  be  delivered  to  the 
furgeons  to  be  anatomized,  and  placed  in  their 
hall ;  unlefs  the  younger  brother  or  next  heir 
fhall  give  them  an  equivalent. 

IT  (hould  alfo  be  provided  by  the  abovemen- 
tioned  A£r,  that  no  perfon  be  qualified  to  fight  a 
Duel,  who  is  not  worth  500  /.  per  ann.  For  as 
it  is  unfportfman-like  to  admit  dunghill  cocks 
into  the  pit,  fo  it  would  render  this  ineftimable 
privilege  lefs  valuable,  if  every  mean  wretch  had 
a  right  of  being  run  through  the  body,  who  could 
do  the  public  no  fervice  by  his  death. 

T 

NUMB.  XXXII.    Thurfday^  September^   1754- 

Emunc~Tae  naris.    — —    HOR. 

A plain  blunt  fellow ',  who,  like  fcmted  beaux + 
With  vile  pulvilio  neer  begrim'd  bis  nofe. 

To      Mr.      f  0  W  N. 

S  I  R, 

I  KNOW  not  whether  you  yourfelf  are  ad.'?i£red 
to  a  filthy  practice,  which  is  frequent  among  all 
ranks  of  people,  though  deteftable  even  among  the 
M  4  loweft. 
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loweft.  The  pra&ice  I  mean  is  that  of  Snuff- 
taking  ;  which  I  cannot  help  regarding  as  a  na- 
tional plague,  that,  like  another  epidemical  dif- 
temper,  has  taken  hold  of  our  nofes.  You  au- 
thors may  perhaps  claim  it  as  a  privilege,  fince 
Snuff  is  fuppofed  by  you  to  whet  the  invention, 
and  every  one  is  not  poffeffed  of  BAYES'S  admi- 
rable receipt,  the  "  Spirit  of  brains:" — but  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  Snuff  fhould  no  more 
be  admi  nifr.ered  in  public,  than  that  of  Majors 
medicinal  compofition  at  four-pence  a  pinch,  or 
any  other  dofe  of  ph)fic.  I  know  not  why 
people  fhould  be  allowed  to  annoy  their  friends  and 
acquaintance  by  fmearing  their  nofes  with  a  dirty 
powder,  any  more  than  in  ufmg  an  eye-water, 
or  rubbing  their  teeth  with  a  dentrifice. 

IF  a  Granger  to  this  nafty  cuftom  was  to  ob- 
ferve  almoit  every  one  "  drawing  out  his  pouncet- 
<c  box,  and  ever  and  anon  giving  it  to  his  nofe," 
he  would  be  led  to  conclude,  that  we  were  no 
better  than  a  nation  of  Hottentots  ;  and  that  every 
one  was  obliged  to  cram  his  noftrils  with  a  quan- 
tity of  fcented  dirt,  to  fence  them  from  the  dif- 
agreeable  effluvia  of  the  reft  of  the  company.  In- 
deed, it  might  not  be  abfurd  in  fuch  a  ftranger  to 
imagine,  that  the  perfon  he  converfed  with  took 
Snuff,  for  the  fame  reafon  that  another  might 

prefs 
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prefs  his  noftrils  together  between  his  finger  and 
thumb,  to  exclucte  an  ill  fmell. 

IT  is  cuftomary  among  thofe  polite  people  the 
Dutch  j  to  carry  with  them  every  where  their 
fhort  dingy  pipes,  and  fmoke  and  fpit  about  a 
room  even  in  the  prefence  of  ladies.  This  piece 
of  good  -  breeding,  however  ridiculous  it  may 
feem,  is  furely  not  more  offenfive  to  good  man- 
ners than  the  practice  of  Snuff- taking.  A  very 
Dutchman  would  think  it  odd,  that  a  people^ 
who  pretend  to  politenefs,  fliould  be  continually 
fnuffing  up  a  parcel  of  tobacco-duft ;  nor  can 
I  help  laughing,  when  I  fee  a  man  every  minute 
ftealing  out  a  dirty  muckender,  then  fneaking 
it  in  again,  as  much  afhamed  of  his  pocket 
companion,  as  he  would  be  to  carry  a  difhclout 
about  him. 

IT  is,  indeed,  impoflible  to  go  into  any  large 
company  without  being  difturbed  by  this  abomi- 
nable practice.  The  church  and  the  playhoufe 
continually  echoe  with  this  mufic  of  the  nofe, 
and  in  every  corner  you  may  hear  them  in  con- 
cert muffling,  fneezing,  hawking,  and  grunting 
like  a  drove  of  hogs.  The  mod  pathetic  fpeech 
in  a  tragedy  has  been  interrupted  by  the  blowing 
of  nofes  in  the  front  and  fide-boxes  j  and  I  have 
M  5  known 
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known  a  whole  congregation  fuddenly  raifed  from 
their  knees  in  the  middle  of  a  prayer  by  the 
violent  coughing  of  an  old  lady,  who  has  been 
almoft  choaked  by  a  pinch  of  fnuff  in  giving 
vent  to  an  ejaculation.  A  celebrated  adtor  has 
fpoiled  his  voice  by  this  abfurd  treatment  of  his 
nofe,  which  has  made  his  articulation  as  dull 
and  drowfy  as  the  hum  of  a  bag-pipe ;  and  the 
parfon  of  our  parifh  is  often  forced  to  break  off 
in  the  middle  of  a  period,  to  fnort  behind  his 
white  handkerchief. 

Is  it  not  a  wonder,  Mr.  TOWN,  that  SnufF, 
which  is  certainly  an  enemy  to  drefs,  fliould  yet 
gain  admittance  among  thofe,  who  have  no  other 
merit  than  their  cloaths  ?  I  am  not  to  be  told, 
that  your  men  of  faftiion  take  Snuff  only  to  dif^ 
play  a  white  hand  perhaps,  or  the  brilliancy  of  a 
diamond  ring :  and  I  am  confident,  that  numbers 
would  never  have  defiled  themfelves  with  the  ufe 
ef  Snuff,  had  they  not  been  feduced  by  the 
charms  of  a  fafliionable  box.  The  man  of  tafte 
takes  his  Strafburgk  veritable  tabac  from  a  right 
Paris  paper- box ;  and  the  pretty  fellow  ufes  an 
enamelled  box  lined  in  the  infide  with  polifhed 
metal,  that  by  often  opening  it,  he  may  have  the 
opportunity  of  dealing  a  glance  at  his  own  fweet 
perfon,  reflected  in  the  lid  of  it, 

THOUGH 
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THOUGH  I  abhor  SnufF-taking  myfelf,  and 
would  as  foon  be  fmothered  in  a  cloud  raifed  by 
fmoking  tobacco,  as  I  would  willingly  fuffer  the 
leafl  atom  of  it  to  tickle  my  nofe,  yet  am  I  ex- 
pofed  to  many  difgufting  inconveniencies  from 
the  ufe  of  it  by  others.  Sometimes  I  am  choaked 
by  drawing  in  with  my  breath  fome  of  the  fineft 
particles  together  with  the  air;  and  I  am  fre- 
quently fet  a  fneezing  by  the  odorous  effluvia 
arifing  from  the  boxes  that  furround  me.  But 
it  is  not  only  my  fenfe  of  fmelling  that  is  offended  : 
you  will  ftare  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  am  forced 
to  tafte,  and  even  to  eat  and  drink  this  abomina- 
ble Snuff.  If  I  drink  tea  with  a  certain  lady,  I 
generally  perceive  what  efcapes  from  her  fingers 
fwimming  at  the  top  of  my  cup ;  but  it  is  always 
attributed  to  the  foulnefs  of  the  milk  or  drofs  of 
the  fugar.  I  never  dine  at  a  particular  friend's 
houfe,  but  I  am  fure  to  have  as  much  rappee  as 
pepper  with  my  turnips;  nor  can  I  drink  my  table- 
beer  out  of  the  fame  mug  with  him,  for  fear  of 
coughing  from  his  fnuff,  if  not  the  liquor,  going 
the  wrong  way.  Such  eternal  Snuff-takers  as 
my  friend  fliould,  I  think,  at  meal-times  have 
a  fcreen  flapping  down  over  the  nofe  and  mouth, 
under  which  they  might  convey  their  food,  as 
you  may  have  feen  at  the  mafquerade  :  or  at 
leafl  they  fliould  be  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the 
M  6  company, 
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company,  and  placed  by  themfelves  at  the  fide- 
table,  like  the  children. 

THIS  pra&ice  of  Snuff-taking,  however  in- 
excufable  in  the  men,  is  ftill  more  abominable 
in  the  other  fex.  Neatnefs  and  cleanlinefs  ought 
to  be  always  cultivated  among  the  women  j  but 
how  can  any  female  appear  tolerably  clean,  who 
fo  induftrioufly  bedaubs  herfelf  with  Snuff?  I 
have  with  pain  obferved  the  fnow-white  furface 
of  an  handkerchief  or  apron  fullied  with  the  fcat- 
terings  from  the  Snuff-box  j  and  whenever  I  fee 
a  lady  thus  befmeared  with  Scotch  or  Havannah, 
I  confider  her  as  no  cleanlier  than  the  kitchen- 
wench  fcouring  her  braffes,  and  begrimed  with 
brickduft  and  fuller's  earth.  Houfewifely  accom- 
plifhments  are  at  prefent  feldom  required  in  a 
well-bred  woman :  or  elfe  I  fhould  little  expect  to 
find  a  wife  in  the  leaft  notable,  who  keeps  up  fuch 
a  conftant  correfpondence  between  her  fingers  and 
nofe  ;  nor,  indeed  would  any  one  think  her  hands 
at  all  fit  to  be  employed  in  making  a  pudding. 

IT  fliould  be  remembered  by  the  younger  part 
of  your  fair  readers,  Mr,  TOWN,  that  Snuff  is 
an  implacable  enemy  to  the  complexion,  which 
in  time  is  fure  to  take  a  tinge  from  it :  they  fhould 
therefore  be  a$.  cautious  of  acquiring  a  fallow  hue 

from 
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from  this  bane  of  a  fair  fkin,  as  of  being  tanned 
or  freckled  by  expofmg  their  delicate  faces  to  the 
fcorching  rays  of  the  fun.  Befides,  as  the  nofe 
has  been  always  reckoned  a  principal  ornament 
of  the  face,  they  fhould  be  as  careful  to  preferve 
the  beauty  of  it  as  of  any  other  feature,  and  not 
fuffer  it  to  be  undermined  or  bloated  by  fo  per- 
nicious an  application  as  Snuff-taking.  For  my 
own  part,  I  {hould  as  foon  admire  a  celebrated 
toaft  with  no  nofe  at  all,  as  to  fee  it  proftituted 
to  fo  vile  a  purpofe.  They  {hould  alfo  confider, 
that  the  nofe  is  fituatcd  very  near  the  lips :  and 
what  relifh  can  a  lover  find  in  the  honey  of  the 
latter,  if  at  the  fame  time  he  is  obliged  to  come  into 
clofe  contact  with  the  dirt  and  rubbi(h  of  the  former? 
Rather  than  Snuff-taking  fhould  prevail  among  the 
ladies,  I  could  wifh  it  were  the  fafhion  for  them  to 
wear  rings  in  their  nofes,  like  the  favage  nations  t 
nay,  I  would  even  carry  it  ftill  farther,  and  oblige 
thofe  pretty  females,  who  could  be  ftill  flaves  to 
Snuff,  to  have  their  nofti  ils  bored  through  as  well 
as  their  ears,  and  inftead  of  jewels,  to  bear  rolU 
of  pigtail  bobbing  over  their  upper  lips. 

WE  cannot  otherwife  account  for  this  fafhion 
among  the  women,  fo  unnatural  to  their  fex,  than 
that  they  want  employment  for  their  hands  It 
was  formerly  no  difgrace  for  a  young  lady  to 

be 
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be  feen  in  the  beft  company  buded  with  her  work : 
but  a  girl  now-a-days  would  as  foon  be  furprifed  in 
twirling  a  fpinning-wheel,  as  in  handling  a  thread- 
paper.  The  fan  or  the  Snuff-box  are  now  the 
only  implements  they  dare  to  ufe  in  public :  yet 
furely  it  would  be  much  more  becoming  to  have 
the  fore-finger  pricked  and  fcarified  with  the  point 
of  a  needle,  than  to  fee  it  embrowned  with  Squeez- 
ing together  a  filthy  pinch  of  Snuff. 

I  am,   SIR, 

Your  humble  fervant,  &c. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  XXXIII.  Thurfday,  September  12,   1754. 

At  tu  fub  urbe  poffides  famem  mundam, 
*Et  turre  ab  alta  profpicis  meras  laurus  ; 
Pi&amque  portas  otiofus  ad  Villain 
Olus,  ova,  pullos,  poma,  cafeum,  muftum. 
Rus  hoc  vocari  debet,  an  domus  longe  ? 

MART. 

A  little  country  box  you  boajl, 
So  neat,  'tis  cover* d  all  with  dufl  j 
And  nought  about  it  to  be  feen, 
Except  a  nettle-led^  thafs  green: 
Tour  Villa  !  rural  but  the  name  in9 
So  defarty  it  would  breed  a  famine. 
Hither  on  Sundays  you  repair. 
While  heaps  of  viands  load  the  chair9 
With  poultry  brought  from  Leaden- Hall, 
And  cabbage  from  the  huckjler's  JlalL 
'Tis  not  the  country  you  muft  own, 
*Tis  only  LONDON  out  of  town. 

To    Mr.     rQW  N. 

S  IR, 

I  REMEMBER  to  have  feen  a  little  French 
novel,  giving  an  account  of  a  citizen  of  Paris 
making  an  excursion  into  the  country.    He  ima- 
gines 
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gines  himfelf  about  to  undertake  a  long  voyage 
to  fome  ftrange  region,  where  the  natives  were 
as  different  from  the  inhabitants  of  his  own  city 
as  the  moft  diftant  nations.  He  accordingly 
takes  boat,'  and  is  landed  at  a  village  about  a 
league  from  the  capital.  When  he  is  fet  on 
fhore,  he  is  amazed  to  find  the  people  talk  the 
fame  language,  wear  the  fame  drefs,  and  ufe  the 
fame  cuftoms  with  himfelf.  He,  who  had  fpent 
all  his  life  within  the  fight  of  Pont-Neuf^  looked 
upon  every  one,  who  lived  out  of  Paris,  as  a 
foreigner  ;  and  though  the  utmoft  extent  of  his 
travels  was  not  three  miles,  he  was  as  much  fur- 
prifed,  as  he  would  have  been  to  meet  with  a 
colony  of  Frenchmen  on  the  Terra  Incognita. 

MOST  of  our  late  novels  are,  with  fome  little 
variation  of  circumftances,  borrowed  from  the 
French:  but  if  we  (h  uld  endeavour  to  adapt  the 
novel  I  have  been  fpeaking  of  to  a  citizen  of  Lon- 
don,  the  humour  of  the  whole  piece  would  eva- 
porate, and  the  fiction  become  unnatural  and 
improbable.  A  London  tradefman  is  as  well  ac- 
quainted with  Twrnh am  Green  or  KentiJh-Town^  as 
Fleet-ftreet  or  Cbeapfide^  and  talks  as  familiarly 
of  Richmond  or  Hampton- Court  as  of  the  'Change 
or  the  CuJlom-Houfe.  In  your  late  paper,  on  the 
amufements  of  Sunday,  you  have  fet  forth  in 

what 
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what  manner  our  citizens  pafs  that  day,  which 
moft  of  them  devote  to  the  country  :  but  I  wifti 
you  had  been  more  particular  in-  your  defcriptions 
of  thofe  elegant  rural  manfions,  which  at  once 
(hew  the  opulence  and  the  tafte  of  our  principal 
merchants,  mechanics,  and  artificers. 

IN  thefe  dufty  retreats,  where  the  want  of 
London  fmoke  is  fupplied  by  the  fmoke  of  Virginia 
tobacco,  our  chief  citizens  are  accuftomed  to 
pafs  the  end  and  the  beginning  of  every  week. 
Their  Boxes  (as  they  are  modeftly  called)  are 
generally  built  in  a  row,  to  refemble  as  much  as 
poflible  the  ftreets  in  London.  Thofe  edifices 
which  ftand  fingle,  and  at  a  diftance  from  the 
road,  have  always  a  fummer-houfe  at  the  end  of 
a  fmall  garden  ;  which  beirg  erected  upon  a  wall 
adjoining  to  the  highway,  commands  a  view  of 
every  carr'age,  and  gives  the  owner  an  opportunity 
of  difplaying  his  beft  wig  to  everyone  that  paffes  by. 
A  little  artificial  fountain,  fpouting  water  fome- 
times  to  the  amazing  height  of  four  feet,  and  in 
which  frogs  fupply  the  want  of  fifties,  is  one  of 
the  moft  exquifite  ornaments  in  thefe  gardens. 
There  are  befides  (if  the  fpot  of  ground  allows 
fufficient  fpace  for  them)  very  curious  ftatues  of 
Harlequin^  Scaramouch^  Pierrot^  and  Columbine^ 
which  ferve  to  remind  their  wives  and  daughters 
of  what  they  have  feen  at  the  play-houfe. 

I  WENT 
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I  w  E  N  T  laft  Sunday,  in  compliance  with  a 
moft  preffing  invitation  from  a  friend,  to  fpend 
the  whole  day  with  him  at  one  of  thefe  little 
feats,  which  he  had  fitted  up  for  his  retirement 
once  a  week  from  bufmefs.  It  it  pleafantly  fituated 
about  three  miles  from  London,  on  the  fide  of 
a  public  road,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  a  dry 
ditch,  over  which  is  a  little  bridge  confuting  of 
two  narrow  planks,  leading  to  the  houfe.  The 
hedge  on  the  other  fide  the  road  cuts  oft  all  pro- 
fpecl:  whatfoever,  except  from  the  garrets,  from 
whence  indeed  you  have  a  beautiful  vifta  of  two 
men  hanging  in  chains  on  Kennlngton  common, 
with  a  diftant  view  of  St.  Paul's  Cupola  enve- 
loped in  a  cloud  of  fmoke.  I  fet  out  on  my  vifit 
betimes  in  the  morning,  accompanied  by  my 
friend's  book-keeper,  who  was  my  guide,  and 
carried  over  with  him  the  London  ^Evening  Pojl^ 
his  miftrefs's  hoop,  and  a  dozen  of  pipes,  which 
they  were  afraid  to  truft  in  the  chair.  When  I 
came  to  the  end  of  my  walk,  I  found  my  friend 
fitting  at  the  door  in  a  black  velvet  cap,  fmoking 
his  morning  pipe.  He  welcomed  me  into  the 
country ;  and  after  having  made  me  obferve  the 
turnpike  on  my  left  and  the  Golden  IVheatjheaf  on 
my  right,  he  conducted  me  into  his  houfe,  where 
I  was  received  by  his  lady,  who  made  a  thoufand 
apologies  for  being  catched  in  fuch  a  difhabille. 

THE 
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The  hall  (for  fo  I  was  taught  to  call  itj  had  it's 
white  wall  almoft  hid  by  a  curious  collection  of 
prints  and  paintings.  On  one  fide  was  a  large 
map  of  London^  a  plan  and  elevation  of  the 
Manfion-Houfe,  with  feveral  lefler  views  of  the 
public  buildings  and  halls ;  en  the  other  was  the 
Death  of  the  Stag  by  the  happy  pencil  of  Mr. 
Henry  Overton,  finely  coloured :  clofe  by  the 
parlour  door  there  hung  a  pair  of  flag's  horns^ 
over  which  there  was  laid  acrofs  a  red  roccelo 
and  an  amber-headed  cane.  When  I  had  de- 
clared all  this  to  be  mighty  pretty,  I  was  {hewn 
into  the  parlour,  and  was  prefently  afked,  who 
that  was  over  the  chimney-piece.  I  pronounced 
it  to  be  a  very  ftriking  likenefs  of  my  friend,  who 
was  drawn  bole  upright  in  a  full-bottomed  pern- 
wig,  a  laced  cravat  with  the  fringed  ends  appear- 
ing through  a  button-hole,  a  black  livery-gown, 
a  fnufF-coloured  velvet-coat  with  gold  buttons, 
a  red  velvet  waiftcoat  tnmed  with  gold,  one 
hand  ftjck  in  the  bofom  of  his  fhirt,  and  the 
other  holding  out  a  letter  with  the  fuperfcrip- 

tion  — "To  Mr.  Common  Council-Man  of  Far- 

rlngdon  Ward  Without.  My  eyes  were  then  di- 
rected to  another  figure  in  a  fcarlet  gown,  who  I 
was  informed  was  my  friend's  wife's  great  great 
uncle,  and  had  been  ftierifF  and  knighted  in  the 
reign  of  King  James  the  firft.  Madam  herfelf 

filled 
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filled  up  a  pannel  on  the  oppofite  fide,  in  the  habit 
of  a  fhepherdefs,  fmelling  to  a  nofegay,  and 
ftroaking  a  ram  with  gilt  horns. 

I  WAS  then  invited  by  my  friend  to  fee  what 
he  was  pleafed  to  call  his  garden,  which  was  no- 
thing more  than  a  yard  about  thirty  feet  in 
length,  and  contained  about  a  dozen  little  pots 
ranged  on  each  fide  with  lillies  and  coxcombs, 
fupported  by  fome  old  laths  painted  green,  with 
bowls  of  tobacco-pipes  on  their  tops.  At  the 
end  of  this  garden  he  bade  me  take  notice  of  a 
little  fquare  building  furrounded  with  filleroy, 
which  he  told  me  an  alderman  of  great  tafte  had 
turned  into  a  Temple,  by  ereding  fome  battle- 
ments and  fpires  of  painted  wood  on  the  front  of 
it ;  but  concluded  with  an  hint,  that  I  might 
retire  to  it  upon  occafion. 

AFTER  dinner,  when  my  friend  had  finimed 
his  pipe,  he  propofed  taking  a  walk,  that  we 
might  enjoy  a  little  of  the  country  :  fo  I  was 
obliged  to  trudge  along  the  foot  path  by  the  road- 
fide,  while  my  friend  went  purring  and  blowing, 
with  his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  his  wig  half  off  his 
head.  At  laft  I  told  him  it  was  time  for  me 
to  return  home,  when  he  infifted  on  going  with 
me  as  far  as  the  half-way  houfe,  to  drink  a 

decanter 
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decanter  of  Stingo  before  we  parted.  We  here 
fell  into  company  with  a  brother  liveryman  of  the 
fame  ward,  and  I  left  them  both  together  in  an 
high  difpute  about  Canning ;  but  not  before  my 
friend  had  made  me  promife  to  repeat  my  vifit  to 
his  country-houfe  the  next  Sunday. 

As  the  riches  of  a  country  are  vifible  in  the 
number  of  it's  inhabitants  and  the  elegance  of 
their  dwellings,  we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  the 
prefent  ftate  of  England  is  very  flourifhing  and 
profperous  :  and  if  the  tafte  for  building  encreafes 
with  our  opulence  for  the  next  century,  we  fhall 
be  able  to  boaft  of  finer  country-feats  belonging 
to  our  {hop-keepers,  artificers,  and  other  plebeians, 
than  the  moft  pompous  defcriptions  of  Italy 
or  Greece  have  ever  recorded.  We  read,  it  is 
true,  of  country -feats,  belonging  to  Pliny 9  Hor- 
ten/ius,  Lucullus,  and  other  Romans.  They  were 
patricians  of  great  rank  and  fortune  :  there  can 
therefore  be  no  doubt  of  the  excellence  of  their 
Pittas.  But  who  has  ever  read  of  a  Chimfe- 
bridge  belonging  to  an  Attic  tallow-chandler  or 
a  Roman  paftry-cook  ?  or  could  any  of  their 
(hoemakers  or  taylors  boaft  a  Villa  with  it's  tin 
cafcades,  paper  ftatues  and  Gothic  root-houfes  ? 
Upon  the  above  principles  we  may  expect,  that 
pofterity  will  perhaps  fee  a  cheefemonger's  Apiarium 

at 
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at  Brentford^  a  poulterer's  Tberiotrophium  at 
Ckifwtck,  and  an  Ornithon  in  a  fifhmonger's 
garden  at  Putney. 

As  a  patriot  and  an  Englijhman  I  cannot  but 
wifli,  that  each  fucceflive  century  fhould  encreafe- 
the  opulence  of  Great  Britain :  but  I  {hould  be 
forry,  that  this  abundance  of  wealth  fhould  in- 
duce our  good  citizens  to  turn  their  thoughts  too 
much  upon  the  country.  At  prefent  we  are  de- 
prived of  our  moft  eminent  tradefmen  two  days 
out  of  fix.  It  is  true,  the  {hopkeeper  and  the 
travelling  part  of  his  family,  confuting  generally 
of  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  his  two  eldeft  daughters, 
are  feldom  fufficiently  equipped  to  take  leave  of 
London^  'till  about  three  o'clock  on  Saturday  in  the 
afternoon  ;  but  the  whole  morning  of  that  day  is 
confumed  in  papering  up  cold  chickens,  bottling 
brandy-punch,  forting  clean  fhifts,  and  night-caps 
for  the  children,  pinning  bafkets,  and  cording 
trunks ;  as  again  is  the  whole  afternoon  of  the 
Monday  following,  in  unpinning,  uncording,  lock- 
ing up  foul  linnen,  and  replacing  empty  bottles  in 
the  cellar.  I  am  afraid  therefore,  if  the  Villas  of  our 
future  tradefmen  {hould  become  fo  very  elegant, 
that  the  (hop-keepers  will  fcarce  ever  be  vifible 
behind  their  counters  above  once  in  a  month. 

Yours,  &c. 

G.  K. 
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NUMB.  XXXIV.  Tburffay,  September  19,   1754. 


Rcprehendere  coner, 


Quae  gravis  JEfopus,  quae  do&us  Rofcius  egit. 

HOR. 

Whene'er  be  bellows,  who  but  fmiles  at  Quin, 
And  laughs,  when  Garrick  Jkips  like  Harlequin  ? 

TH  E  French  have  diftinguifhed  the  artifices 
made  ufe  of  on  the  flage  to  deceive  the 
audience,  by  the  expreffion  of  Jeu  de  Theatre, 
which  we  may  tranflate  "  the  Juggle  of  the 
"  Theatre."  ^  When  thefe  little  arts  are  exer- 
cifed  merely  to  aflift  nature,  and  fet  her  off  to 
the  beft  advantage,  none  can  be  fo  critically  nice 
as  to  objecl:  to  them  j  but  when  tragedy  by  thefe 
means  is  lifted  into  rant,  and  comedy  diftorted 
into  buffoonry,  though  the  deceit  may  fucceed 
with  the  multitude,  men  of  fenfe  will  always  be 
offended  at  it.  This  conduct,  whether  of  the 
poet  or  the  player,  refembles  in  fome  fort  the 
poor  contrivance  of  the  ancients,  who  mounted 
their  heroes  upon  ftilts,  and  expreffed  the  man- 
ners of  their  characters  by  the  grotefque  figures 
of  their  mafks.  \ 

'.A, 
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As  the  play-houfes  are  now  opened,  I  cannot 
better  introduce  the  remarks  which  I  may  fome- 
thnes  take  occafion  to  make  on  the  theatrical 
world,  than  by  throwing  together  a  few  reflec- 
tions on  this  "  Juggle  of  the  Theatre ;"  which 
at  prefent  I  fhall  confider  chkfly  as  it  relates 
to  the  a&ors.  And  I  hope  to  merit  the  thanks 
of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  while  they  are  folli- 
citous  to  acquire  new  beauties,  ihould  at  the 
fame  time  endeavour  to  unlearn  their  faults 
and  imperfections. 

WE  are  indebted  to  the  prefent  times  for  a  ju- 
dicious reformation  of  the  ftage  in  point  of  adding  : 
and  (by  the  bye)  I  could  wifli,  that  the  fame 
good  confequences  had  been  produced  with 
refpecSb  to  our  poets.  If  a  perfect  tragedy  may  be 
confidered  as  the  moft  difficult  production  of  hu- 
man wit,  the  fame  thing  muft  hold  in  proportion 
with  refpe£  to  an  ex  aft  reprefentation  of  it :  for 
if  it  is  neceflfary  for  the  writer  to  work  up  his 
imagination  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  to  fancy  himfelf 
in  the  circumftances  of  the  character  he  draws, 
what  lefs  muft  the  a&or  do,  who  muft  look  as 
the  perfon  reprefented  would  look,  fpeak  as  he 
would  fpeak,  and  be  in  every  point  the  very 
man  ?  The  generation  of  players,  that  immedi- 
ately preceded  the  prefent,  prided  themfelves  on 

what 
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what  they  called  fine  fyeaking  :  the  emotions  of 
the  foul  were  difregarded  for  a  diftinct  delivery  i 
and  with  them,  as  Mr.  Jobnfon  has  obferved  of 
fome  tragic  writers, 

Declamation  roar'dy  while  Poffion  Jlept* 

And,  indeed,  to  this  uninterefting  tafte  for  acting 
we  may  partly  attribute  that  enervate  way  of 
writing  fo  much  in  vogue  among  the  Frenchified 
play-wrights  of  thofe  times  ;  fmce  nothing  could 
be  fo  well  fuited  to  the  mouths  of  thofe  actors, 
as  golden  lines,  round  periods,  florid  defcriptions, 
and  a  difpafiionate  amplification  of  fentiment. 

THE  falfe  majefty,  with  which  our  mimic 
heroes  of  the  ftage  had  been  ufed  to  exprefs  them- 
felves,  was  for  a  long  time  as  diftinguifhing  a 
mark  of  tragedy,  as  the  plumed  hat  and  full- 
bottomed  periwig ;  and  we  may  remember  for 
example,  when  every  line  in  Othello  (a  cha- 
racter remarkable  for  variety  of  paffions)  was 
drawn  out  in  the  fame  pompous  manner.  But 
as  I  mean  to  promote  the  art,  rather  than  reprove 
the  artifts,  I  fliall  dwell  on  this  no  longer  :  for 
methinks  I  hear  a  veteran  performer  calling  out 
to  me  in  the  voice  of  honeft  Jack  Falflaft\ 
"  No  more  of  that,  if  thou  loveft  me,  Hal" 

VOL.  I.  N  IT 
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IT  is  fufficient  to  remark  that,  as  the  dignity 
of  the  bufkin  would  be  degraded  by  talking  in  a 
frrain  too  low  and  familiar,  the  manner  of  elo- 
cution.in  a  tragedy  fliould  not,  on  either  hand,  be 
more  remote  from  our  natural  way  of  exprefiing 
ourfelves,  than  blank  verfe  (which  is  the  only 
proper  meafure  for  tragedy)  is  from  profe.  Our 
prefent  fet  of  actors  have,  in  general,  difcarded 
the  dead  infipid  pomp  applauded  in  their  prede- 
ceflbrs,  and  have  wifely  endeavoured  to  join  with 
the  poet  in  exciting  pity  and  terror.  But  as  many 
writers  have  miftaken  rant  for  paflion,  and  fuftian 
for  fublime,  fo  our  players  have  perhaps  too  much 
given  into  unnatural  ftartings,  roarings,  and 
whinings.  For  this  reafon  our  late  writers  (to 
accommodate  their  pieces  to  the  prefent  tafte) 
having  placed  their  chief  pathos  in  exclamations  and 
broken  fentences,  have  endeavoured  to  alarm  us 
with  Ahs  arid  Obs,  and  pierce  our  fouls  with  inter- 
jections. Upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  flage  is  confiderably  improved  in 
the  Art  of  Speaking.  Every  paflion  is  now  dif- 
tinguifiied  by  it's  proper  tone  of  voice :  I  {hall 
therefore  only  add,  that  when  I  hear  a  player 
laborioufly  placing  an  unnatural  ftrefs  upon  par- 
ticular words,  and  panting  with  emphafis,  I  can- 
not help  comparing  him  to  the  pavior,  who  at 
every  thump  of  his  rammer  cries  hem. 

I  HAVJt 
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I  HAVE  obferved,  that  the  tragedians  of  the 
laft  age  ftudied  fine  /peaking ;  in  confequencc  of 
which,    all   their  action  confided  in  little  more 
than  ftrutting  v/ith  one  leg  before  the  other,  and 
waving  one  or  both  arms  in  a  continual  fee-faw. 
Our  prefent  actors  have  perhaps  run  into  a  con- 
trary extreme  :  their  geftures  fometimes  refemble 
thofe   afflicted    with    St.    Wtus's   Dance;    their 
whole  frame  appears  to  be  convulfed ;  and  I  have 
feen  a  player  in  the  laft  act  fo  miferably  diftrefTed, 
that  a  deaf  fpectator  Would  be  apt  to  imagine  he 
was  complaining  of  the  cholic  or  the  tooth-ach. 
This    has    alfo    given    rife    to    that    unnatural 
cuftom  of  throwing  the  body  into  various  ftrange 
ATTITUDES.     There  is  not  a  pafiion  neceflarjr 
to  be  exprefTed,  but  has  produced  difpofltions  of 
the  limbs  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  paintings 
or  fctilptures  of  the  beft  mafters.      A  graceful 
gefture  and  eafy  deportment  is,  indeed,  worthy  the 
care  of  every  performer  :  but  when  I  obferve  him 
writhing   his  body  into  more  unnatural  contor- 
tions than  a  tumbler  at  Sadler's  Wells  ^  I  cannot 
help  being  difguftcd  to  fee  him  "  imitate  huma- 
"  nity  fo  abominably."    Our  Pantomime  authors 
have  already  begun  to  reduce  our  comedies  into 
grotefque    fcenes ;    and  if  this  tafte  for  Attitude 
fhould  continue  to  be  popular,  I  would  recommend 
it  to  thofe  ingenious  gentlemen,  to  adapt  our  beft 
N  2  tragedies 
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tragedies  to  the  fame  ufe,  and  entertain  us  with 
the  jealoufy  of  Othello  in  dumb  Ihew,  or  the 
tricks  of  Harlequin  Hamlet. 

BEFORE  I  difmifs  this  article,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected that  I  (hould  fay  fomething  concerning  the 
behaviour  proper  for  our  ladies.  We  muft  allow 
them  on  all  occafions  to  roll  the  eye,  ftretch  up 
the  neck,  heave  the  cheft,  and  with  a  thoufand 
little  tricks  fet  off  their  perfon,  if  not  their  part, 
to  the  moft  advantage.  The  pomp  of  the  old 
flage  has  not  yet  been  altogether  reformed,  either 
with  refpecT:  to  our  heroines  or  our  heroes.  A  weep- 
ing princefs  (though  perhaps  {he  is  hurried  on  the 
flage  with  grief  and  defpair)  cannot  decently  make 
her  entrance  without  being  led  in  between  two 
mourning  damfels  in  black ;  and  an  heroine  muft 
always  be  accompanied  by  one  or  more  pages,  to 
fmooth  her  train  when  ruffled  by  pailion.  The 
hero  now  feldom  fweats  beneath  the  weight  of  a 
nodding  plume  of  fwan  feathers,  or  has  his  face 
half  hid  with  an  enormous  bufh  of  white  horfe- 
hair:  I  could  alfo  wifh  (if  poflible)  that  the  ma- 
nager was  faved  the  unneceflary  expence  of  three 
yards  of  velvet  for  the  trains  of  his  Amazons;  and 
that  the  chambermaids  (as  well  as  the  militia  of 
the  theatres)  were  difmifled,  and  the  pages,  toge- 
ther with  the  dirty  lords  in  waiting,  blotted  out 
of  the  mute  Dramatis  Perfina. 

THE 
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THE  mention  of  thefe  particulars  naturally 
reminds  me,  how  far  the  Juggle  of  the  Theatre 
is  concerned  in  the  affair  of  Drefs.  Many  will 
agree  with  me,  that  almoft  the  only  diftrefs  of  the 
laft  acl:  in  the  Fair  Penitent  arifes  from  the  pitiful 
appearance  of  Califta  in  weeds,  with  every  thing 
hung  in  black  bays  about  her ;  and  the  players 
are  afraid  we  fhould  lofe  fight  of  Hamlet's  pre- 
tended madnefs,  if  the  black  flocking,  difcover- 
ing  a  white  pne  underneath,  was  not  rolled 
half  way  down  the  leg.  A  propriety  in  drefs  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  keep  up  the  general  de- 
ception; and  a  performer  properly  habited,  who 
by  his  whole  deportment  enters  deeply  into  the 
circumftances  of  the  chara&er  he  reprefents, 
makes  us  a  for  a  while  fancy  every  thing  before  us 
real :  but  when,  by  fome  ill-judged  piece  of  art, 
he  departs  from  the  fimplicity  of  imitation,  and 
"  overfteps  the  modefty  of  nature,"  he  calls  us 
back  to  the  theatre,  and  excites  paflions  very 
different  from  thofe  he  aims  at. 

I  CANNOT  better  illuftrate  what  has  been 
faid  on  this  laft  fubjecl,  than  by  giving  inftances 
of  two  artifices  of  this  kind ;  one  of  which  is 
employed  (as  I  conceive)  to  raife  pity,  and  the 
other  terror. 

N  ?  WHEN 
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W#  EN  the  Romeo  of  Druty-Lant  comes  to 
die  at  Juliet's  monument,  we  are  furprifed  to 
iee  him  enter  in  a  fuit  of  black.  This,  I  fup- 
pofe,  is  intended  as  a  ftroke  of  the  pathetic  :  but 
not  to  dwell  on  the  poverty  of  the  artifice,  it  is 
in  this  place  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  poet's 
meaning.  Romeo  is  fuppofed  to  come  poft  from 

Mantua "  Get  me  pofl-horfes,  I  will  hence 

"  .to-night" fo  that  if  our  Rofcius  muft  be  fo 

very  exact  in  drefling  the  character,  he  fhould 
appear  at  the  tomb  in  a  riding  frock  and  boots. 
But  a  mourning  coat  will  excite  pity,  u  and  let 
"  the  devil  wear  black,  (fays  our  Hamlet-Romeo) 

"  for  I'll  have  a  fuit  of  fables." The  fame 

player,  after  having  acted  that  noble  fcene  in  the 
fecond  act  of  Macbeth,  in  fo  fine  a  manner,  that 
one  would  almoft  imagine  both  the  poet  and 
player  muft  have  been  murderers  to  reprefent  one 
fo  well,  goes  out  to  execute  the  fuppofed  murder. 
After  a  fhort  fpace  he  returns  as  from  the  fact: 
but  though  the  exprefiion  in  his  face  is  ft  ill  re- 
markably excellent,  one  cannot  but  fmile  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  he  has  been  employing  himfelf  behind 
the  fcenes  in  putting  his  wig  awry,  and  untying 
one  of  the  tyes  to  it.  This  doubtlefs  is  defigned 
to  raife  terror ;  but  to  every  difcerning  fpectator 
it  muft  appear  moft  abfurdly  ridiculous  :  for  who 
,-an  forbear  laughing,  when  he  finds  that  the 

player 
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player  would  have  us  imagine,  that  the  fame 
deed,  which  has  thrown  all  that  horror  and  con- 
fufion  into  his  countenance,  has  alfo  untwifted 
one  of  the  tails  of  his  periwig  ? 
O 

NUMB.  XXXV.    Thurfday,  September  26,  1754. 

Facundi  calices  quem  non  fecere  difertum  ! 

HOR. 

The  fool  fucks  wiflom^  as  he  Porter  fups^ 
And  coblers  grow  fine  fpeaken  in  their  cups. 

AS  I  am  willing  to  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  celebrate  fo  illuftrious  a  body  as 
the  Robin  Hood  Society,  I  have  taken  the  fiift 
opportunity  of   laying  the  following  letter  be- 
fore the  public. 

To      Mr.       f  0  WN. 

S  I  R, 

THAT  part  of  your  laft  paper,  in  which 
you  confidered  the  Art  of  Speaking  as  far 
as  it  regards  theatrical  performances,    gives  me 
reafon  to  hope,  that  you  will  not  overlook  the 
•  merits  of  the  Robin  Hood  Society,  where  that  Art 
N  4  is 
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is  pra£lifed  in  it's  greateft  perfection.  You  would 
do  well  to  recommend  it  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  theatre  to  attend  thofe  weekly  meetings  for 
their  improvement  as  often  as  poflible  ;  and  I  dare 
fay  you  will  join  with  me  in  giving  the  fame  ad- 
vice to  the  younger  part  of  our  clergy  and  our 
lawyers,  as  well  as  our  members  of  parliament. 
The  ftage,  the  pulpit,  the  bar,  and  the  fenate- 
houfe  cannot  furnifh  us  with  fuch  glorious 
examples  of  the  power  of  Oratory,  as  are  to  be 
met  with  in  this  fociety;  where  the  moft  im- 
portant queftions  in  every  branch  of  knowledge 
are  difcufled,  and  where  the  difputants  are  all  of 
them  equally  verfed  in  religion,  law,  politics, 
and  the  drama. 

THE  inftitution  of  this  School  of  Eloquence 
Tar  exceeds  any  thing,  that  the  ancients  could 
boaft.  Every  feel:,  that  was  known  among  the 
Grecians  and  Romans,  has  it's  votaries  here  alfo. 
I  have  feen  a  taylor  a  Stoic,  a  fhoemaker  a  Pla- 
ton'ift,  and  a  cook  an  Epicurean.  They  affect 
to  entertain  a  profound  veneration  for  Socrates, 
often  preferring  him  to  any  of  the  Apoftles  : 
though,  inftead  of  declaring  with  this  wife 
philofopher,  that  they  know  nothing,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Robin  Hood  Society  profefs  to  know 
every  thing. 

FOR 
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FOR  my  own  part,  I  confefs  myfelf  fo  charmed 
with  their  proceedings,  that  I  conftantly  attend 
them  :  and  when  I  fee  all  their  members  aflem- 
bled  with  each  his  pewter-mug  before  him,  I 
cannot  help  preferring  this  focial  meeting  to  any 
ancient  Sympofium  whatever ;  and  when  I  further 
obferve  them  firft  take  a  fwig,  and  then  fpeak  with 
fuch  amazing  force  of  argument,  I  am  apt  to  con- 
clude that  truth,  inftead  of  being  hid  in  a  well, 
as  was  faid  by  an  old  philofopher,  muft  lay  at 
the  bottom  of  a  tankard  of  porter. 

THERE  is  no  grace  or  excellence  in  Oratory, 
but  is  difplayed  in  the  Robin  Hood  Society  to  the 
greateft  advantage.  Demofthenes  being  afked 
what  was  the  firft  quality  in  an  orator,  replied  — 
action  ;  what  the  fecond,  —  action  ;  what  the 
third, — action.  Upon  this  principle  one  of  the 
members,  for  whom  I  have  a  vaft  refpect,  is  the 
greateft  orator  that  ever  lived.  He  never  troubles 
himfelf  about  the  order  or  fubftance  of  what  he 
delivers,  but  waves  his  hand,  tofles  his  head* 
abounds  in  feveral  new  and  beautiful  geftures, 
and  from  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech  to  the  end 
of  it  takes  no  care  but  to  fet  it  off  with  action. 
Titlfy  tells  us,  that  it  is  the  bufmefs  of  an  orator 
*c  to  prove,  delight,  and  convince."  Proof  and 
conviction  our  Society  is  always  fure  to  give  us : 

for 
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for  elfe  how  could  it  ever  come  to  pafs,  that  fo 
many  young  men  fhould  have  learned  from  thefe 
difquifitions,  that  there  is  no  God,  that  the  foul 
is  mortal,  that  religion  is  a  jeft,  and  many  other 
truths,  which  they  would  otherwife  never  have 
difcovered.  The  nature  of  their  queftions  is  alfo 
for  the  moil  part  fo  entertaining,  that  the  dif- 
putes  about  them  cannot  fail  of  giving  delight : 
and  there  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  oratory  of  the 
place,  which  greatly  conduces  to  that  end.  The 
fpeakers  do  not  always  think  themfelves  obliged 
to  drive  in  the  dull  direct  road  to  the  point,  but 
indulge  themfelves  in  a  larger  fcope,  that  allows 
room  for  novelty  and  entertaiment.  When  the 
queftion  has  been  concerning  the  veracity  of  the 
Bible,  I  have  known  a  gentleman  get  up,  and 
beginning  with  William  the  Conqueror  give  the 
audience  an  abftraft  of  as  many  reigns,  as  his  five 
minutes  would  allow  him  to  difpatch.  I  lately 
remember  the  queftion  to  have  been,  "  Whether 
"  a  bridge  from  Black  Friers  to  Soutbwark  would 
"  be  of  public  benefit ;"  when  a  facetious  gen- 
tleman employed  himfelf  in  demonftrating  the 
great  utility  of  the  bridge  of  the  nofe,  and  the 
bridge  of  a  fiddle.  In  a  word,  our  orators  are  at 
once  ferious  and  comicaj  ;  and  they  make  gravity 
and  mirth  almoft  conftantly  attend  each  other, 
like  their  own  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John.  The 

folidity, 


N>.  35-  7^  CONNOISSEUR.  275 
folidity,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  fmartnefs  of 
their  fpeeches,  are  equally  remarkable.  They 
pun  with  a  grave  face,  and  make  quibbles  and 
conundrums  with  the  air  of  a  philofopher.  The 
writings  of  different  authors  have  been  compared 
to  wines  :  but  the  orations  delivered  here  can  be 
refembled  to  nothing  fo  properly  as  the  liquors  of 
the  Society ;  for  while  they  are  at  once  fo 
weighty  and  fo  {harp,  they  feem  to  be  an  equal 
mixture  of  porter  and  lemonade. 

IT  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  the  advan* 
tages  refulting.  from  this  Society :  The  wonderful 
improvement  it  has  already  made  in  our  mecha- 
nics is  very  evident :  It  calls  off  our  tradeftnen 
from  the  praftice  of  honefty  in  their  common 
dealings,  and  lets  them  upon  enquiries  concern- 
ing right  and  wrong,  and  the  moral  fitnefs  of 
things.  The  SPECTATOR  has  told  us  of  the 
rhetoric  of  a  toyman :  but  you,  Mr.  TOWN, 
might  acquaint  pofterity  of  the  eloquence  of 
bakers,  barbers,  carpenters,  and  blackfmiths : 
you  may  every  day  hear  difcourfes  on  religion 
from  the  fhopboard,  and  refearehcs  into  philo* 
fophy  from  behind  the  counter.  When  you  took 
notice  of  the  want  of  learning  in  our  people  of 
quality,  you  ought  in  juftice  to  have  acknow- 
ledged the  amazjing  erudition  o£  our  tradefmert. 

The 
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The  plebeians  of  Rome  were  mere  brutes  to  our 
common  people  5  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
public  room  under  that  in  which  this  weekly 
meeting  is  held,  inftead  of  being  furnifhed  with 
the  bufts  of  our  Englijh  poets,  ihould  be  adorned 
with  the  heads  of  the  learned  (hoemakers,  tallow- 
chandlers,  bakers,  &c.  that  conftitute  this  ex- 
cellent Society. 

WE  may  venture  to  fay,  that  the  Royal  Society 
and  the  Robin  Hood  are  the  two  greateft  orna- 
ments of  this  nation  :  and  as  the  former  now  and 
then  give  us  an  account  of  their  tranfadions,  it 
were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  fellows  of  the  latter 
would  alfo  from  time  to  time  oblige  us  with  an 
hiftory  of  their  proceedings.  We  (hould  then  fee 
by  what  means  fo  many  profelytes  have  been  made 
from  bigotry  and  fuperftition  ;  by  what  degrees 
a  young  difputant  from  a  raw  Chriftian  ripens 
into  a  Deift,  from  a  Deift  into  a  Free-thinker, 
and  from  a  Free-thinker,  (by  a  very  {hort  ftep) 
into  an  Atheift.  We  fhould  alfo  know  the  efFecl-, 
that  the  difputations  at  this  weekly  meeting  have 
upon  our  lives  and  converfations ;  and  from 
thence  judge  how  much  a  defign  of  this  nature 
deferves  public  encouragement.  I  have  here 
flung  together  a  (hort  account  of  fome  of  the  for- 
mer members,  and  upon  a  review  of  it  cannot 

but 
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but  lament,  that  it  feems  to  be  tbe  peculiar  fate  of 
great  orators,  fuch  as  Demo/ibenes  and  Tully  for 
example,  to  come  to  an  unhappy  end. 

MAT.  PRIG,  a  Merchant's  Clerk,  was  con- 
verted from  Gbrijlianity  by  the  arguments  which 
were  brought  againft  Revelation. 

AARON  BEN  SADDAI  was  converted  from 
the  Jcwijb  Faith  by  the  arguments  brought  againft 
Mofes  and  the  Patriarchs. 

WILL.  POSITIVE  was  a  ftrong  Fatalift,  and 
at  the  fame  time  a  vehement  advocate  for  man's 
free-will.  At  laft  he  gave  a  proof  of  his  free- 
agency  by  (hooting  himfelf  through  the  head. 

JACK  WILDFIRE  was  convinced  of  the  inno- 
cence of  fornication,  ufed  to  declaim  againft  the 
abfurd  inftitution  of  matrimony,  and  at  twenty- fix 
died  a  batch elor  in  the  Lock  Hofpital. 

SOLOMON  SC^UARE  ftood  up  for  the  religion 
of  nature,  and  the  immutable  rule  of  right  and 
wrong,  in  preference  to  the  laws  of  the  commu- 
nity. However,  he  was  unfortunately  de- 
tected in  an  attempt  to  carry  off  a  filver  tankard 

from 
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from  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  and  was  fent  to  propa- 
gate morality  in  foreign  parts. 

BOB  BOOTY  was  a  ftrict  Hobbian^  and  main- 
tained, that  men  were  in  a  natural  ftate  of  war 
with  each  other.  He  at  laft  died  a  martyr  to 
thefe  principles,  and  now  hangs  on  a  gibbet  on 
Hounjlow  Heath, 

JOHN  DISMAL,  after  having  argued  one  night 
againft  the  being  of  a  God,  and  the  immortality 
of  the  foul,  went  home,  and  was  found  the  next 
morning  hanging  in  his  garters. 

THOMAS  BROADCLOTH,  Citizen  and  Mercer, 
was  very  much  admired  for  his  fpeeches  upon 
trade.  After  he  had  been  in  bufmefs  for  two 
years,  he  became  bankrupt,  and  was  indicted 
for  felony  in  fecreting  his  effects. 

RICHARD  GOOSEC^UILL,  Attorney  at  Law, 
was  remarkable  for  his  patriotifm  and  the  love  of 
his  country.  He  was  convicted  of  bribery  and 
corruption  in  a  late  election,  in  which  he  was 
employed  as  an  agent. 

JEREMY  CRISPIN,  Cordwainer,  ufed  con- 
ilantly  to  attend  the  club  for  edification,  though 

he 
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he  was  forced  from  time  to  time  to  pawn  his 
own  and  his  wife's  cloaths  to  raife  the  weekly 
fix-pence  for  his  admittance.  In  the  fpace  of 
three  years  he  had  been  a  Papift,  a  Quaker,  an 
Anabaptift,  a  Jew,  an  Arian,  a  Socinian,  a  Ma- 
hometan, a  Methodift,  a  Deift,  and  an  Atheift. 
His  wife  and  four  children  have  been  fent  to 
the  workhoufe.  He  is  at  prefent  confined  in 
Eedlam^  and  calls  himfelf  the  Prefident  of  the 
Robin  Hood  Society. 

I    am,    SIR, 

Your  humble  fervant,  &c, 
O 


END    of    the    FIRST    VOLUME. 


hi  ver 

SOUTHERITOEGICJNAL  LIBRARY  FACILITY 

405  Hilgard  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90024-1388 

Return  this  material  to  the  library 

from  which  it  was  borrowed. 


DEC  2  0 1996 

OCT  1 1 20041 

JAN  3  1  2005 


A     000  008  446     7 


Unive 
Soi 
Li 


